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Tri-Cities Research District refocuses, notes progress 
 
RICHLAND, Wash. – The Tri-Cities Research District (TCRD), which won one of Governor 
Christine Gregoire’s Innovation Partnership Zone (IPZ) designations in October, has an-
nounced the 2008 board of directors, the adoption of new bylaws, and a new focus for the 
north Richland development. 
 
Formerly known as the Tri-Cities Science and Technology Park, the renamed District’s plan-
ning and development is directed by a 15-member board comprised of major stakeholders, 
including the City of Richland, Battelle, Port of Benton, Solaris Group, LLC and Washington 
State University Tri-Cities. In addition to the name change, the board formally adopted bylaws 
by which to proceed and agreed to focus on a smaller 1,600-acre area for development and 
recruiting tenants. The TRCD board envisions the District as an asset for all of the Tri-Cities, 
similar to Kennewick’s Entertainment District and north Pasco’s (agriculture) Processing Cen-
ter. 
 
“Over the past two years we worked to understand how the Tri-Cities can take advantage of 
economic development opportunities provided by the combination of a state university, a na-
tional laboratory, and several major and numerous small technology firms in our midst,” said 
Gary Spanner, TCRD chairman. “AngelouEconomics developed plans for the area to help us. 
Now those plans are turning into actions.” One of Angelou’s recommendations was that the 
TCRD reduce the footprint of the initial efforts, focusing first on developing the heart of the 
District, which is about 400 acres. 
 
Spanner, who manages economic development for Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, 
added that the District—a collaboration of public- and private-sector resources—will seek to 
facilitate sustainable technology developments that can be demonstrated in the District and 
transferred beyond. Sustainability and clean technology were a central theme in the TCRD’s 
application for IPZ designation. 
 
IPZ designations were given to only 11 geographic areas in the state that submitted detailed 
plans for bringing together research, higher education, innovation, and economic development 
organizations to serve as engines for growing regional economies. Areas designated as an 
IPZ receive special access to state funding and resources that otherwise might not be avail-
able. The TCRD did not receive funding with its designation. 
 
Jessica Blankenship, chief operating officer for Solaris Group, a management company repre-
senting a group of investors in the District and one of the property developers, commented 
that the progress of 2007 should spawn more interest and support from the community. “We 
are getting close to starting on a master plan for the heart of the District with our architects. 
From there it’s not hard to imagine pushing dirt and seeing the area filling with desirable tech-
nology-based companies as tenants,” she said. “Solaris is pleased to see great progress com-
ing from the new board and District stakeholders.” 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
TCRD web site: http://www.scitechpark.org/ 
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Additional sources for comment: 
 
 • Diahann Howard, TCRD executive director 
    Port of Benton, (509) 375-306 
 
 • LoAnn Ayers, Washington State University Tri-Cities, (509) 372-7252 
 
 • Carl Adrian, TRIDEC, (509) 735-1000 
 
 
Tri-Cities Research District Board of Directors member organizations 
 Applied Process Engineering Laboratory 
 Battelle 
 Centurion, Sigma Management, Inc. 
 City of Kennewick 
 City of Richland 
 CMS Associates 
 Energy Northwest 
 Garlick Family Enterprises 
 Port of Benton 
 Solaris Group, LLC  
 Washington State University Tri-Cities 
 
 Columbia Basin College, ex-officio member 
 Department of Energy, ex-officio member  

TRIDEC, ex-officio member  
Workforce Development Council, ex-officio member 
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