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E. Washington agency ofters help to technology start-ups

This is one time when the adage “If
it sounds too good to be true, it prob-
ably is” should be ignored. \

Sirti, a Washington state-funded
economic development agency, helps
clients “accelerate the development
and growth of technology companies
in the Inland Northwest” by offering
expert counsel, mentoring and
strategic coaching, and ongoing tacti-
cal consulting in several areas of * .
business.

One of the most sought-after serv-

- ices that Sirti offers is IP/BizNet,
which is a partnership among Sirti,
Gonzaga University Law School and
regional law firms.

* The first-of-its-kind program can
save Sirti clients tens of thousands of
dollars in legal assistance to protect
an ipdividual’s or company’s most
valuiible asset — intellectual prop-
erty, or IP.

“Exﬁemence has shown us that
many clients have outdated and inef-
fective bysiness agreements, such as
nondisclosure agreements and syp-
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ply, manufacturing, licensing or dis-
tribution agreements. The potential
. losses associated
- with archaic agree-
ments are tremen-
dous — particu-
larly for start-ups
or individuals
whose sole asset is
a technology that
wasn’t properly
protected,” said
Mike Urso, senior
principal consult-
ant for Sirti.
Through
IP/BizNet, qualified
Gonzaga intellec-
tual property and business law stu-
dents are matched to the needs of
Sirti’s technology-based clients. Sirti
then selects a regional law firm to
supervise and work with the law stu-
dent(s), Sirti and its client. The stu-
dents and client perform about 80
percent of the work, often over the
course of a semester, under the super-
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vision of the practicing attorney.
There’s an opportunity for attor-
neys in the Tri-Cities to participate in
IP/BizNet.
Urso gave a presentation on this
topic at a Three Rivers Entrepre-
neurial Network meeting this month

- in Richland. The group’s meetings

are co-sponsored by Pacific North-
west National Laboratory and the
City of Richland.

“We'’re always interested in adding
to our line-up of attorneys, particu-
larly in areas outside of Spokane
because we see a lot of potential
clients in places like the Tri-Cities,”
Urso said.
| “There are three main benefits to
attorneys who help with Sirti —
introduction to prospective new
clients, fulfillment of annual pro bono
commitments and exposure to some
of the most promising future attor-
neys,” he said. -

IP/BizNet covers research and
acquisition of intellectual property
such as patents, trademarks and

copyright protection, as well as busi-
ness contracts and employment
agreements.

In addition to IP/BizNet, Sirti
offers six other areas of business sup-
port: Planning, finance and financing,
technology, marketing, facilities and
information technology.

If you own an innovative technol-
ogy company with defensible intellec-
tual property, large market potential,
and principals who are hungry for
growth, Sirti may offer the leg up
you've been looking for.

Here’s the “it’s not too good to be
true” part. The services provided by
Sirti, except for information technol-
ogy support, are free. Free. And you
don’t have to buy something to get
the “free gift.”

Sirti’s experts know how to pursue
the billions of dollars in federal
money that are set aside each year to
help technology start-ups and inno-
vators in moving great concepts into
the marketplace.

There are five steps to Sirti’s men-

toring process: Concept shaping, con-
cept analysis, validation, develop-
ment and commercialization. It’s a
formula for success that'’s worked for
166 businesses east of the Cascades.

“It’s extremely satisfying to watch
an idea become something tangible
and relevant in the marketplace,” Urso
said. “We've used the example of a
garage-based idea being something
that we can work with — and it is.
Some of our country’s best innovations
were, and are, conceived by creative
people with a passion for tinkering”

Several Tri-Cities-based technol-
ogy businesses have worked with
Sirti: InnovaTek, GateSkate, C2IR,
Company Jones and Will Wisdom Inc.

So if you're an entrepreneur with a
grand idea or an innovative start-up
company and you’re interested in
access to free or low-cost legal serv-
ices, visit www.sirti.org.

» Andrea Turner works with Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory’s Eco-
nomic Development Office. She can be
reached at 509-375-3893.
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