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Decorating Safety





Issue 15, December 7, 2001





Two payroll numbers are hidden in this issue.  If yours is one, you win a VPP thermal mug.  Contact 375-3750 or 375-6994 to claim your prize!


This newsletter is sponsored by the PNNL VPP Steering Committee.








VPP Survey…. The VPP Steering Committee is asking staff to complete a survey that will assist the committee with helping staff achieve a workplace that is safe and healthful as possible.  Please take a few minutes to complete the survey, located at � HYPERLINK "http://wwwi.pnl.gov/survey_pnnl/PNNL-VPP-Survey.htm" ��http://wwwi.pnl.gov/survey_pnnl/PNNL-VPP-Survey.htm�, by December 14.  Results will be shared with Lab staff by January 15.





Over the meadow and through the woods to Grandmother’s house we go.  No matter where you drive this holiday season, the number one goal is to arrive safely.


Get a good night’s sleep before getting behind the wheel.


Make sure your car is in good working order. Before you leave, check your brakes, battery, fluid levels, tire pressure, light bulbs, etc.


It is a good idea to carry your own emergency equipment, such as a cell phone, first-aid kit, flashlight, blankets, drinking water, snacks, flares, and jumper cables.  If you might hit snow, also carry an ice scraper, chains, shovel, and gravel or cat litter for traction, as needed. 


Everyone should buckle up.  The safest place for infants and children under 12 years old is the back seat – either in a car seat, booster seat, or shoulder and lap belt. Infant car seats should always be facing the rear of the car.


Take a break. Be sure to stop driving every couple of hours so that everyone can stretch their legs.


Watch for trouble. Always keep an eye on your children at rest stops. 


Allow plenty of time, and drive carefully. Don’t rush -- practice safe, defensive driving.  Especially don’t drink and drive. (3F099)





� �ADVANCE \u5�This document was printed on recycled paper.








�








� �ADVANCE \u5�This document was printed on recycled paper.








Many folks are gearing up for the holidays, including the tradition of decking the halls.  Some safety tips:


If you purchase a fresh tree, cut off 2 inches from the trunk and place the tree in a sturdy stand.  Keep the stand filled with water so the tree doesn’t dry out.


Position trees away from fireplaces, radiators, and other heat sources.


Use tree lights with the Underwriters Laboratory (UL) label.


Check lights for broken or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose connections.  Replace any damaged sets. (3H531)


Turn tree lights off when you go to bed or leave the house.


Always use the proper step stool or ladder to reach high places.


Don’t hang popcorn chains and candy canes on the tree when small children are present.  They may think that other tree ornaments are edible.








