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Issue 4, March 14, 2001





Two payroll numbers are hidden in this issue.  If yours is one, you win a safety award.  Contact 375-3750 or 375-6994 to claim your VPP safety award!


This newsletter is sponsored by the PNNL VPP Steering Committee.





Onsite review coming!


DOE to perform VPP onsite review at PNNL around April or May.


Internal PNNL evaluation under way in preparation for the onsite review.


Quick reference badge card can help answer questions.  


If you need another card, contact Mary Ann Showalter (5-6994).

















You’ve seen them driving along – hey, maybe it’s even you – people with one hand manipulating the steering wheel and the other hand grasping a cell phone to their ear.  They may be whizzing along in heavy traffic at 70 mph, or they may be crawling at 20 mph through a child-populated school zone.  One thing is for certain – their full attention is not on the road.


According to the USA Today, a 1997 study published in the New England Journal of Medicine concluded that talking on a cell phone while driving quadruples the risk of an accident.  Accident statistics are on the rise, leading some states such as California, Florida, and Massachusetts to enact laws limiting cell phone use in moving vehicles.  In addition, other states such as Oklahoma and Minnesota require police to include information about cell phones in accident reports.  Consider these tips:


Allow voice mail to handle incoming calls and return them at your convenience.


Pull off the road to take the call if safe and legal to do so, or ask a passenger to make or take the call.


Use a hands-free device, or memory dial or automatic dial features. (3J355)


Do not take notes, look up numbers, or use functions such as Web browsing or text messaging while driving.


Dial numbers while you are not moving (e.g., at a stoplight).


Be aware of all applicable laws concerning the use of cell phones.  Some cities or states may not allow the use of headsets, while others may require hands-free use. (3K633)  








STAR and Merit – VPP Recognition Programs


STAR status: Awarded to outstanding protectors of employee safety and health. Recipients serve as models for others.


Merit status: A stepping-stone for companies who have good safety and health programs but need additional time or assistance to achieve STAR status. ��The company that achieves Merit status agrees to a set of goals and time period of participation, then can obtain STAR status once the Merit goals are met.














