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	VPP - Not Just a "Flavor of the Month" Safety Program
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	VPP Safety Share:

You’ll be “Gladder” Safely Using Your Ladder 


Jack Morrow, husband of retired PNNL staff member Pat Morrow (Finance), knows about falling off ladders.   A few years ago, he did just that – while cutting some limbs off a tree, Jack reached out too far, losing his balance and falling several feet.  Jack landed on one foot, shattering his heel in the process.  End result: 4 months of using crutches and a cane.

Whether it’s time to finally take down your Christmas lights, make roofing repairs, or clean out your gutters, you will likely use a ladder.  Using them properly will ensure that you complete your task and stay out of the emergency room.  

· Select a ladder that’s the right length and weight capacity for the job.

· Inspect ladders before use to ensure that they are in good working condition (e.g., rungs and steps are stable; support braces, bolts, screws, etc. aren’t broken).

· Set up ladders on a firm, level surface, with feet parallel to the surface it rests against.

· Anchor the ladder top, and have the ladder bottom tied or held.

· Face the ladder when climbing up or down.

· Use both hands when climbing.

· Carry tools up with a rope, belt, etc. 3J019

· Keep one hand on the ladder while working.

· Keep between the side rails while working.  
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	WHY VPP?






Issue 2, January 15, 2001


Sponsored by PNNL’s VPP Steering Committee.  Contact Drue Collins (drue.collins@pnl.gov) or Mary Ann Showalter (Mary.Ann.Showalter@pnl.gov) for more information.











Safety programs sometimes come and go.  However, one safety program, the Voluntary Protection Program (VPP), has a rich history and is at PNNL to stay.  


VPP was initiated by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 15 years ago and was subsequently adopted by DOE in 1994.  In 1995, at a White House ceremony, Vice President Al Gore presented two Hammer Awards to recognize the VPP’s positive impact with regard to the National Partnership for Reinventing Government initiative.  The Vice President stated: "It [VPP] is about working in partnership with common goals, instead of as adversaries to protect the safety and health of our workers.  It's about focusing a lot less on red tape, and a lot more on results.  The Voluntary Protection Programs are the premier example of partnership between government, management, and labor." 3E383





Simply stated, Recognition!  VPP is a program established by DOE to recognize superior performance in the field of safety and health by a demonstrated level of excellence that can only be achieved through full involvement and commitment of contractor management and staff.  As demonstrated by being the first contractor to receive Integrated Safety Management (ISM) validation, PNNL believes that its Environment, Safety and Health program meets the stringent criteria to be considered the first laboratory in the DOE community to achieve STAR status.  


What does being recognized as a STAR status site bring to the Laboratory?  STAR status recognition helps local community relations with regard to the safety of the public and surrounding environment, increasing the awareness of public and private sector contractors that PNNL is truly conscious and committed to the safety of our community, staff, and the environment in which we live and work.  STAR status also demonstrates to regulators that PNNL is making every effort to promote effective safety and health management and is on a continuous path towards improvement. Effective management of risk makes PNNL an attractive business partner.  











Two payroll numbers are hidden in this issue.  If yours is one, you win a safety award.  Contact Drue Collins (375-3750) or Mary Ann Showalter (375-6994) to claim your VPP safety award!





VPP News Flash!  On December 21, Paul Kruger, DOE-RL Associate Manager for Science and Technology, forwarded PNNL’s VPP application to DOE-HQ.  PNNL is now officially on its way to achieving STAR status!








