
[image: image1.wmf]FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





CONTACT:
Jessica Gleason
Wednesday, June 16, 2004





Office:
            202-225-5816











After-Hours:   202-225-4466

$9.5 MILLION FOR 300 AREA GETS CRITICAL OK 

Key Committee Approves PNNL Transition Funds Sought By Hastings   
 

Washington, D.C. – On the heels of his April announcement that the Pacific Northwest National Lab will have until 2009 to find a new home for the nearly 1,000 scientists doing work in Hanford’s 300 Area, Congressman Doc Hastings said transition work would get a $9.5 million boost next year from a spending bill approved today by the House Appropriations Committee. 
 “This is really great news for PNNL and I am truly grateful for Doc’s leadership and continued commitment to the Laboratory,” said Dr. Len Peters, the Director of PNNL.  “This funding is a critical step on the long path to replacing the unique facilities that would otherwise have been lost with the accelerated cleanup of the Hanford 300 Area.” 

“PNNL needs both time and money to ensure we continue the good work that is currently underway in the 300 Area buildings slated to be demolished,” said Hastings.  “The Lab is a valuable national asset and a foundation for the future of the Tri-Cities.  Providing for a workable transition into new lab space will help ensure that PNNL is well positioned to be a growing force as we work to prepare our community for life after Hanford.” 

Hastings said that earlier today, the House Appropriations Committee approved the Fiscal Year 2005 Energy and Water Appropriations bill which provides $4.5 million to the Department of Energy’s Office of Science and $5 million to the Department’s National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) for work on planning and design for the 300 Area transition in the next fiscal year.  PNNL is overseen by the Office of Science and currently does work for the NNSA in the 300 Area. 

Earlier this year, Hastings personally intervened with the Department and succeeded in moving the date PNNL would need to vacate the 300 Area back by two years.  The deadline will be set in the River Corridor Cleanup contract, the scope of which includes cleanup of the 300 Area. 

-more-

Hastings hosted a visit in late May by the Chairman of the House Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee, David Hobson, to PNNL and the Hanford site.  During his visit, Hobson was briefed on the 300 Area, the 2009 deadline, and the need to begin planning for the transition.  

The full House Appropriations Committee approved the Fiscal Year 2005 Energy and Water Appropriations bill this morning.  The House of Representatives is expected to vote on the bill as early as next week.  Hastings said he expects no change to the funding levels during House floor consideration.                                                     
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