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Good morning.  Thank you for coming . . . and a special thanks to Governor Chris Gregoire, Senator Maria Cantwell and Congressman Doc Hastings for being with us as we break ground on the Bioproducts, Sciences, and Engineering Laboratory.  BSEL promises to be a key driver for economic vitality in the Northwest, the State of Washington, the community, and for Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.  

Washington State University and PNNL have spent the past four years taking BSEL from a vision to breaking ground on an actual facility. Thank you to all of the WSU and PNNL staff who have worked so hard to make this effort a reality. 
And, Governor Gregoire, Senator Cantwell, Congressman Hastings, we are extremely grateful for your efforts in laying the groundwork for this exciting new endeavor.  More than a year ago, PNNL, Battelle, and our partner, Washington State University, shared a vision with you.  You quickly embraced the idea, recognizing that the research and educational opportunities from BSEL will be a driving force in energizing the economy across Washington. 
Without a doubt, this facility is going to be very important to PNNL.  In addition to BSEL being the first of five new facilities that we’ll count as part of PNNL’s Research Campus of the Future, BSEL gives us the opportunity to team with a major university to further develop a research signature in bioproducts.  BSEL allows us the ability to partner with WSU, drawing upon its agricultural expertise. Together, we can help the state create a competitive biofuels and bioproducts industry in Washington; while helping to reduce the nation’s dependence on imported oil.

To make this happen, we hope BSEL will be the magnet that draws prominent researchers and the catalyst that leads to productive collaborations. 
Apart from the benefits we see at PNNL, BSEL will help make the Northwest’s agriculture and food processing industries more competitive, and will strengthen Washington’s wine industry.   
More broadly, the technologies yet to be discovered in BSEL will protect the environment and reduce our dependence on imported oil.  I believe Governor Gregoire showed tremendous foresight last year when she invested state dollars in this facility.  And I believe BSEL will stand as one of the important legacies of her administration.  

The Department of Energy also showed foresight in seeing the value BSEL will bring in meeting goals for alternative fuel sources and protecting the environment.  Thanks to Paul Kruger of DOE’s Pacific Northwest Site Office for helping make this vision a reality. The Department has agreed to transfer $9 million dollars worth of equipment from PNNL to BSEL. This equipment will be available for use by both WSU faculty and students for academic purposes as well as PNNL research.
I want to take a moment to mention two other key individuals who played an important role in this project—PNNL’s Theresa Bergsman and the late Walt Apley, who were early visionaries behind BSEL.  Walt’s wife, Gail is with us today, Gail, thank you for being here. 
Theresa, Walt and others saw that the timing for BSEL was right.  As energy issues continue to rise and prices climb, interest in bioproducts has been growing nationwide.  
It’s interesting to note that Washington state leaders saw the value in bioproducts and biofuels research — even before it became part of the national agenda.  As you may recall in his State of the Union address this winter, President Bush announced the Advanced Energy Initiative.  The initiative increases by 22 percent clean-energy research at DOE in areas such as developing ethanol from wood and agricultural waste to power cars. Biofuels—along with bioproducts— will be research areas conducted in BSEL. 
When we find new ways to strengthen our agriculture industry, improve our environment, reduce our dependence on oil, and train our future researchers, the result is a more secure nation and improved quality of life.  

On behalf of Battelle and PNNL, I again express deep appreciation to our Governor, Senator, Congressman, DOE, and many thanks to Washington State University and all of the organizations and people who have supported the Bioproducts, Sciences, and Engineering Laboratory.   

Now … let’s break some ground!
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