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Issue 9, June 27, 2001





Two payroll numbers are hidden in this issue.  If yours is one, you win a safety award.  Contact 375-3750 or 375-6994 to claim your VPP safety award!


This newsletter is sponsored by the PNNL VPP Steering Committee.





Off-the-Job Injuries a Big Summer Problem


The National Safety Council reports that over half of all worker injuries occur off the job. As you move into the summer season, keep these precautions in mind:


Home repairs – Know your power tools. Keep ladder safety in mind. Be alert and well rested before attempting home projects.


Lawn and garden – Read lawn mower and tractor operation manuals and follow instructions.  Take proper precautions when using herbicides and pesticides.  Always use sunscreen. (3K688)


Sports – Always do stretching exercises before strenuous activities.  Wear eye protection.


Traveling – Watch road conditions and be prepared for roadwork.  Always be well rested before starting a trip, and take regular breaks so you will be alert.








STAR Status Does Not Mean Additional Requirements





Some staff have expressed concern that STAR status means extra safety requirements will need to be incorporated into their work.


VPP is simply a method for achieving recognition of our Safety and Health Program – no new requirements are involved!


With STAR status, PNNL not only receives recognition, but continuous improvement will result in benefits such as better work planning and performance through employee involvement.





Safety Concerns – Discover the Line of Responsibility


When you have a safety concern, where do you go for help?


Start with your line manager.  He or she should be able to resolve your concern.


If your line manager cannot help, talk to your Safety and Health Representative.  A listing of assigned Safety and Health Representatives is located at � HYPERLINK "http://sbms.pnl.gov/ypages/yp00d010.htm?L=S" ��http://sbms.pnl.gov/ypages/yp00d010.htm?L=S�.


If you feel your safety concern is still not resolved, take it to the appropriate safety committee or concerns program. (3C839)




















