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Issue 8, June 6, 2001





Two payroll numbers are hidden in this issue.  If yours is one, you win a safety award.  Contact 375-3750 or 375-6994 to claim your VPP safety award!


This newsletter is sponsored by the PNNL VPP Steering Committee.





Electronic VPP Application Sets Precedent


PNNL’s application for STAR status is the first application ever submitted electronically.


The Onsite Review Team was favorably impressed with PNNL’s application and operations.


You can view the application at � HYPERLINK "http://wwwi.pnl.gov/vpp_app/" ��http://wwwi.pnl.gov/vpp_app/� (PNNL staff only). (3J974)








Fun in the Sun – Avoid Sun Damage
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About a million Americans will be diagnosed with skin cancer this year.  Some facts and tips:


Be aware  -- sunscreen doesn’t give full protection. It should be the last line of defense. Even the best don’t block all of the sun’s rays, and many people use them incorrectly.  Apply sunscreen 30 minutes before going out, every 2 hours thereafter, and always after swimming or sweating.


You can get sunburned in the shade. 85% of ultraviolet rays are reflected off sand, water, and snow.


Stay out of the sun from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., when the sun’s rays are the strongest.


Wear a hat to protect your face and scalp.


Wear good sunglasses to block ultraviolet rays, which can cause cataracts and other retinal problems.





“PNNL has met or exceeded all necessary requirements for STAR certification.”  – Roy Gibbs, DOE-HQ, Onsite Review Team Leader


Some of the findings:


PNNL has a mature, well-integrated ES&H program.


PNNL staff have a high level of commitment and enthusiasm related to safety.


An excellent relationship exists among workers, including management (no “us versus them” attitude). (3K672)


The 130 staff interviewed provided good responses.


PNNL needs to focus on eye protection. 


No findings were noted that were not already included in PNNL’s VPP internal program evaluation conducted in March.


Congratulations to all PNNL staff members -- without your commitment to safety, we could not realize STAR status!  A formal announcement is expected from DOE soon.





VPP Onsite Review a Resounding STAR Success!








