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Ecclogical regions ore defined by living [biofic] and nealiving (shishie] tings. Abicks charoctoris-
hics includs Iopogroshy, geclogy, climate, and woils. Sios: charockristics are Aoro ond Founa,
Williom HMolzenburg, writng in Mature Conservoncy magazing, soy, ™. scckegicsl regions tran-
scend single moundaing; thiy encompes ankice ranges. of moenkoins, They circumsoribe whale
phaina, ploteous, proines, desarh, basie, foothills ond cooslines, eoch with o cormspandingly
distinct cowering of plants and wildife. Acreds e courdny, au e Eard’s active crust pushes up
munbain ranges of spreads inte baiin, o leftde ohen omoge mmperatures from swelier i
Fraubheund, o siriseams dicae realms of mansoon or drooght, esclegicsl regons grode from
one o the nest, conspisususly, biemaoid, ey o nonefwless indviduals.. Within ooch am
specialized condifons for fife.... * The Naoture Conservoncy (THC) has outiined 63 ecological
regians in the continensal U5 The map abowve shews thass regiem. Region &, which THC calls te
Coshumnbiiiz Plesbincnis, conbring mast of what we hawe defined here os the Columbia Basin Ecorsgien,
3 you can wo, the THC'S boundarins of tha Columbin Basin ecomegen differ from i dhown in
Figure 1.1. This is becouse e beundarias con changs depending on what abiotic ond biotic
beatures ore uied to deling on ecoregion. The boundarios of the Columbin Basin Eceragion
dueribed in this handback [and thewn in Figure 1.1) emphasize the srmmenalifes of vageation,
climoe, sail, physicgrophy, and lord wa
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What is an ecoregion?
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