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Session Notes

The panelists introduced the various forms of intellectual property (IP) protection, including
copyrights, trademarks, trade secrets, and patents. The discussion ranged from basic questions
about copyright term and clearance procedures to how the color depletion theory affects
trademarks. The discussion noted that nanotechnology IP fits within this existing framework,
and we can borrow from our IP experience in traditional technology fields to protect
nanotechnology IP. We discussed the semiconductor chip mask works act and asked whether
nanotechnology will require a special form of IP protection such as that act. Attendees asked
several questions about nondisclosure agreements and steps one can take to preserve patent
rights and to protect against misappropriation of technology. The panelists discussed the Mini
Mag L.ite as an example of building a patent portfolio to protect a new product and its
technology, noting that the same principles apply to any form of nanotechnology. The panelists
also presented data regarding nanotechnology patents and patent filings. Finally, the panelists
presented an overview of high-technology start-up activity in Oregon and the perspective of a
venture capitalist assessing a technology-based start-up company.



