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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   
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--  DOC NOAA 2003 SBIR Presolicitation Notice

--  DOE FY 2003 SBIR/STTR Presolicitation Notice

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  DOC NOAA 2003 SBIR Presolicitation Notice

The Department of Commerce (DOC), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) FY 2003 SBIR solicitation is scheduled to be released on October 15, 2003.  A presolicitation notice for the DOC NOAA 2003 SBIR program solicitation was posted on the FedBizOpps (FBO) web site (http://www.fedbizopps.gov/) on September 16, and is partially reprinted for your convenience:

NOAA SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATION RESEARCH (SBIR) PROGRAM

Document Type:  Presolicitation Notice 

Solicitation Number: NOAA2003-1 

Posted Date: Sep 16, 2002 

Original Response Date: Jan 15, 2003 

Beginning October 15, 2002, proposals are sought from small business firms for participation in the FY 2003 NOAA SBIR program. The SBIR program implements the "Small Business Innovation Research Program Reauthorization Act of 2000". The purpose of Phase 1 of the program is to conduct feasibility research or research and development (R&D) to determine the scientific or technical merit/feasibility of concepts/ideas as a prerequisite to further NOAA support under Phase 2. Individuals receiving awards under Phase 1 will be eligible to compete for Phase 2 contracts. 

The following are NOAA research topics available for Phase 1: 

Atmospheric Sciences

Ocean Observation Systems

Living Marine Resources

Ocean Science

Cartography, Photogrammetry, Hydrology, and Geodesy

To obtain the solicitation online, the URL is: http://www.ofa.noaa.gov/~amd/ . Do not click here for solicitation before October 15, 2002. General SBIR-related inquiries may be directed to the NOAA SBIR Program Manager:

Dr. Joseph M. Bishop

301/713-3565

E-mail: joseph.bishop@noaa.gov  

Original Point of Contact:

Norbert Szymanski

Contracting Officer

Phone 301-713-0828 x207

Fax (301) 713-0809

Email norbert.szymanski@noaa.gov 

--  DOE FY 2003 SBIR/STTR Presolicitation Notice

The Department of Energy (DOE) FY 2003 SBIR/STTR solicitation is scheduled to be released on October 15, 2003.  A presolicitation notice for the DOE FY 2003 SBIR/STTR program solicitation was posted on the FedBizOpps (FBO) web site (http://www.fedbizopps.gov/) on September 10, and is partially reprinted for your convenience:

Document Type:  Presolicitation Notice 

Solicitation Number: Reference-Number-DOE-SC0059 

Posted Date: Sep 10, 2002 

The Department of Energy invites small businesses (500 employees or less) to submit grant applications in response to its annual SBIR and STTR programs. The combined solicitation will be issued on October 15, 2002, and will be available on the World Wide Web at http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir. Those without Web access should either write to the SBIR/STTR Program, SC-32/Germantown Building, U.S. Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20585-1290, telephone (301) 903-1414, or e-mail sbir-sttr@science.doe.gov . 

For both SBIR and STTR, grant applications will be sought in a variety of technical areas including the following: 1) Advanced Technologies for Nuclear Energy, 2) Enhanced Proteomics Signature Analysis in Support of Pathogen Detection, Bioinformatics, and Epidemiological Modeling, 3) Technologies for Nuclear Nonproliferation and Homeland Defense, 4) Support Technologies for Sensors Used in National Security Applications, 5) Measurement/Monitoring Technologies for the Subsurface Environment, 6) Biological Carbon Sequestration Research and Technology, 7) Medical Sciences, 8) Atmospheric Measurement Technology, 9) Genome, Structural Biology, and Related Biotechnologies, 10) Carbon Cycle Measurements of the Atmosphere and the Biosphere, 11) Decontamination and Decommissioning of Facilities in the DOE Complex, 12) Reactive Barriers and Monitoring Systems for Subsurface Remediation, 13) Measurement and Technology for Gasifiers, 14) Materials, Sensors, and Controls for Advanced Power Systems, 15) Fuel Cell Research, 16) Greenhouse Gases and Water Resources, 17) Natural Gas Technologies, 18) Oil and Fuel Technologies, 19) Energy Storage and Conversion Technologies for Electric and Hybrid Vehicles, 20) Advanced Fossil Fuels Research, 21) Biobased Products and Bioenergy, 22) Catalysis Research and Development for Chemical Manufacturing and Refinery Operations, 23) Nanotechnology Applications in Industrial Chemistry, 24) Materials for Advanced Nuclear Energy Systems, 25) Neutron and Electron Beam Instrumentation, 26) Solid State Organic Light Emitting Diodes for General Lighting, 27) Biomass, 28) Sensor, Communication, and Control Technologies for Energy Efficiency, 29) Integrated Systems for Energy-Efficient Space Conditioning, 30) Innovative Mineral Processing, 31) Nanomaterials for Energy Efficiency, 32) New Technologies for General Illumination Applications, 33) Advanced Concepts and Technology for High Energy Accelerators, 34) Radio Frequency Accelerator Technology for High Energy Accelerators and Colliders, 35) High-Field Superconductor and Superconducting Magnet Technologies for High Energy Particle Colliders, 36) Technologies for the Next-Generation Electron-Positron Linear Collider, 37) High Energy Physics Detectors, 38) High Energy Physics Data Acquisition and Processing, 39) High Performance Networks, 40) Scalable Middleware and Grid Technologies, 41) Nuclear Physics Accelerator Technology, 42) Nuclear Physics Detectors, Instrumentation, and Techniques, 43) Nuclear Physics Electronics Design and Fabrication, 44) Nuclear Physics Software and Data Management, 45) Fusion Science and Technology, 46) Advanced Technologies and Materials for Future Fusion Energy Systems, 47) Inertial Fusion Energy. 

Successful applicants (approximately 230 for SBIR and 15 for STTR) may receive up to $100,000 for a Phase I grant for a period of about nine months to develop the feasibility of the idea. Phase I awardees can apply for Phase II funding up to $750,000 for those ideas with the highest potential to meet program objectives. The closing date for this solicitation is January 14, 2003. 

Questions regarding this program solicitation should be addressed to the SBIR/STTR office. Original Point of Contact:

Julie Scott

Program Specialist

Phone 301-903-0569

Fax 301-903-5488

Email julie.scott@science.doe.gov
--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:  Protecting Intellectual Property

Copyright © 2002 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

Protection of intellectual property (IP) is always of great concern to technology entrepreneurs, including many SBIR/STTR applicants.  In this article, we want to focus on one aspect of IP protection, namely how you protect it in your SBIR/STTR proposal.

The SBIR/STTR agencies are very aware of your concerns about protecting your IP, and therefore provide guidance on how it should be treated in your proposal.  There is considerable difference, however, in how each agency asks you to label the IP in your proposal so that they can be cognizant of its presence and location.  Some examples of how agencies want you to highlight any confidential discussion in your proposal include:

-  NIST asks that all IP be placed on a single page in the proposal that is then labeled as being confidential and proprietary

-  Many agencies, including DOD, EPA, DOT, and DOE, ask that a legend be placed on the cover, abstract or table of contents that indicates those pages on which confidential or proprietary information is found in the proposal.  

-  Some agencies, including DOD and EPA ask that the specific paragraphs or sentences on those pages be highlighted to further make it obvious what is considered confidential or proprietary.  DOD clarifies that it wants asterisks (*) used to delineate such sections, whereas EPA gives more flexibility in how you mark them.

-  NIH gives the proposer the option of listing the proprietary page numbers in a legend on the table of contents page, or highlighting the actual proprietary sections with asterisks.

Regardless of the agency, there are several rules of thumb on how you should treat proprietary or confidential information in your SBIR/STTR proposal.

1.  Never include any IP in your abstract, as the abstract becomes public information if an SBIR award is made

2.  Don’t label the whole proposal as proprietary or confidential—it’s a bit like crying wolf in that the reviewer is less likely to respect truly sensitive information when you’ve labeled everything including minutia as proprietary.

3.  Never give away the store.  Write the proposal assuming the worst, namely that some unscrupulous individual gets their hands on it.  You should never disclose in your proposal 100% of your innovation—only provide enough detail to gain credibility with the reviewer that you know what you are doing and are on to something great.

4.  However, do not hide 99% of the innovation and expect the reviewer to trust that you have something neat to offer the agency—you’ve got to give enough information that they can grasp what you are proposing to do.

5.  The split of proprietary rights in an STTR proposal with the non profit research institution (like a university or federal lab), or in an SBIR proposal involving a subcontractor, is up to what you negotiate with them.  Note that the split needs to be decided before you disclose a lot of juicy details to this prospective partner while preparing the proposal.

Be sure to carefully follow the instructions for the agency to which you are applying in terms of how you label sections of your proposal that include IP.  This will avoid having the proposal rejected (a right the agencies reserve if you don’t follow their instructions on IP labeling) or giving away your IP unintentionally.

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to consider them for future announcements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Fall Conference Burlington, VT, October 28 - 31, 2002. The National Science Foundation, in association with the Dept. of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this fall National SBIR Conference. Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on-one opportunities. An additional focus of this conference will include commercialization and information pertaining to EPSCoR states and rural areas.  Visit http://sbirworld.com/ or contact: Sharon DelaBarre at  sharon@dbamlg.com or Phone: 360-683-5742 for more information.

REGIONAL

* SBIR/STTR Cost Proposal Workshops, Bangor Maine, September 30, and Portland, Maine, October 1, 2002.  This workshop will cover government accounting and the SBIR/STTR cost proposal, audits and record keeping.  Contact price@emdc.org or 207-942-6389 for more information.  

SBIR Bidder’s Course, Fairfax, Virginia, October 9, 2002.  This Workshop, Sponsored by: Procurement Technical Assistance Program at George Mason University, will offer a strategic understanding of the SBIR and STTR Programs, tools for deciding if you or your firm should pursue SBIR/STTR, and information on how to successfully develop business in SBIR/STTR.  Instructor & workbooks will be provided by the SBIR Resource Center. Details and an electronic registration form can be found at www.win-sbir.com/course.html.  Contact: John Davis - SBIR@win-sbir.com or Phone: 410-315-8101.

* Ohio SBIR Conference, Columbus, Ohio, October 10-11, 2002.  The Greenwoods will present an abbreviated version of their popular Phase I proposal preparation workshop as part of Ohio Dept of Development's annual SBIR conference.  Contact dgaddis@odod.state.oh.us for more information or to register.  

* Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Atlanta, Georgia, October 11, 2002.  This workshop will include a discussion about the differences between Phase I and Phase II, the increased variability in how each SBIR agency treats its Phase II projects, and what to emphasize in your Phase II proposal.  It will also cover commercialization of an SBIR technology, both in general terms and in the context of what you need to present in your Phase II proposal.  Contact rteters@kennesaw.edu for more information on this workshop.  

SBIR Phase I Proposal Writing Workshop, Hawaii, October 16, 2002. Hosted by the High Technology Development Corporation (HTDC) in Hawaii, this training session will be conducted by PBC, Inc. (Denver, CO). Learn how to prepare a competitive SBIR Phase I grant or contract proposal. This workshop is targeted to assist: first-time proposal writers; experienced SBIR proposal writers wanting to improve their proposal preparation skills; professional grant writers wishing to learn to write specifically to the SBIR program; and business service providers that assist clients in preparing SBIR proposals.  Visit the Hawaii SBIR Matching Grant and Assistance Program web site (http://www.htdc.org/sbir/) soon for more details, or contact Janice Kato at janicek@htdc.org. 

* Phase I and Cost Proposal Workshops, Missoula, Montana, October 16-17, 2002.  Day one of this workshop will include a strong overview of the SBIR and STTR programs, a discussion of how the programs are changing over time (and among agencies), and then cover in detail a four-step process for preparing a competitive Phase I SBIR/STTR proposal.  The second day will be a Cost Proposal workshop that will cover government accounting and the SBIR/STTR cost proposal, audits and record keeping.  To register, contact lbrander@state.mt.us or 406-444-7062.   

* SBIR/STTR Phase I and Cost Proposal Preparation workshops, New Brunswick, New Jersey, November 5-6, 2002.  This workshop will include a strong overview of the SBIR and STTR programs, a discussion of how the programs are changing over time (and among agencies), and then cover in detail a four-step process for preparing a competitive Phase I SBIR/STTR proposal.  The second day will be a Cost Proposal workshop, which will cover government accounting and the SBIR/STTR cost proposal, audits and record keeping.  For more information or to register, please contact RandyGHarmon@aol.com.

Southeastern U.S. Regional SBIR Conference, Nashville, Tennessee, November 13-14, 2002.  The Conference will include:  Presentations and one-on-one sessions by Federal SBIR Program Managers; SBIR/STTR Proposal Writing Workshop conducted by Greenwood Consulting, Inc.; and exhibits by Federal SBIR Programs and potential University partners.  Contact: Terry Payne at paynetl@ornl.gov
SBIR Bidder’s Course and Workshop, Oak Ridge, TN, December 13, 2002.  This Workshop, Sponsored by Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Technology 2020, and Oak Ridge SBDC, will offer a strategic understanding of the SBIR and STTR Programs, tools for deciding if you or your firm should pursue SBIR/STTR, and information on how to successfully develop business in SBIR/STTR.  Instructor & workbooks will be provided by the SBIR Resource Center. Details and an electronic registration form can be found at www.win-sbir.com/course.html.  Contact: John Davis - SBIR@win-sbir.com or Phone: 410-315-8101.

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood. 

Other possible SBIR training opportunities include:

National SBIR Conference, Burlington, Vermont, October 28-31, 2002

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Columbia, Missouri, 

  November 8, 2002 (tentative date)

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Chicago, Illinois, 

  November 12, 2002 

SBIR Workshops, Nashville, Tennessee, November 13-14, 2002

Phase I & Cost Proposal Workshops, Norman, Oklahoma, 

  December 4-5, 2002

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

PHS 2002-2 SBIR/STTR Grants Solicitation, due 12/1/02

NIH SBIR Contracts Solicitation, due 11/8/02

STTR

PHS 2002-2 SBIR/STTR Grants Solicitation, due 12/1/02

COMING SOON

NSF FY 2002 SBIR/STTR (BT and EL), expected 10/01/02

DOC NOAA FY 2003 SBIR, expected 10/15/02

DOE FY 2003 SBIR/STTR, expected 10/15/02

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/sbir.html
     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.dodsbir.net  
       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.navysbir.brtrc.com
       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.winbmdo.com
       Special Operations Acquisition Center (SOAC)

          http://soal.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm
        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

National SBIR Conference Center

     http://sbirworld.com/
South Dakota SBIR Center

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative

     http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
SBIR Gateway 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

PBC SBIR Services

     www.sbirinfo.com
     www.sbirhelpdesk.com
     www.pbcinc.com
SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
InKnowVation Online

     http://www.inknowvation.com
Bid Data Line

     http://www.biddataline.com/fed/
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

     http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net 

Fred S. Patterson

      http://www.SBIR-Support.com
Washington State Fed and State Tech Partnership Program (WaFAST)

     http://wafast.org/index.html
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

