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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  DoD Solicitation Deadline Reminder

Just a reminder that the deadline for receipt of proposals for the Department of Defense (DoD) FY03.2 SBIR Program Solicitation is 6 a.m. EST, August 14, 2003.  Given the problems that occurred at the last deadline, it goes without saying that you need to submit your proposal as early as possible.  The solicitation indicates that ‘The solicitation deadline is firm. As the close date draws near, heavy traffic on the web server may cause delays. Plan ahead and leave ample time to prepare and submit your proposal. Offerors bear the risk of website inaccessibility due to heavy usage in the final hours before the solicitation closing time.’

If you are having problems submitting your proposal, contact the SBIR Help Desk at www.dodsbir.net/helpdesk/ or 866-SBIRHLP (866-724-7457).

--  PHS 2004-1 SBIR Contract Solicitation Now Available

The Public Health Service (PHS) Solicitation for SBIR Contract Proposals [PHS 2004-1] is now available to view and/or download in either Acrobat (PDF) or MS Word file formats on the National Institutes of Health Small Business Funding Opportunities web site:  http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm.  The SBIR Phase I Contract Solicitation is only available via electronic means. Printed copies of the solicitation will not be distributed.  The closing date for receipt of proposals is November 14, 2003.

Phase I awards will be firm fixed price contracts. Normally, Phase II awards will be cost-plus-fixed-fee contracts.  It is expected that the approximate number of Phase I contract awards, which may not exceed $100,000, are as follows:

National Institutes of Health (NIH)

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA): 12 - 18

National Cancer Institute (NCI): 41 - 59

National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA): 10

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS): 8 - 12

National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH): 15 - 20

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (NCCDPHP): 7

National Center for HIV, STD, and TB Prevention (NCHSTP): 5

National Center for Environmental Health (NCEH): 10

National Immunization Program (NIP): 2

--  Contracts vs. Grants: What's the difference?

In coordination with the release of the SBIR Contract Solicitation, the NIH released the following brief summary of the differences between the NIH SBIR Grant Solicitation and the Contract Solicitation on the Small Business Funding Opportunities web site (http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm):

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) supports research using both grants and contracts. About 95% of NIH SBIR awards are made through the grant (assistance) mechanism, and about 5% of NIH SBIR awards are made through the contract (procurement) mechanism.  

Small business concerns are invited to submit Phase I grant applications in any area within the mission of the awarding components identified in the SBIR/STTR Grant Solicitation. Contract proposals are accepted only if they respond specifically to a research topic within the Contract Solicitation. The topics are not the same as those in a grant solicitation. They are much more focused and specific. Also, not all Institutes/Centers (ICs) within NIH post topics to the Contract Solicitation while all 23 ICs post topics in the grant solicitation.

As the primary award mechanism is the grant instrument, NIH issues 3 receipt dates for SBIR/STTR Grant Applications (Phase I or Phase II) and only one receipt date for SBIR Contract Proposals.

--  Registration Opens for the Fall National SBIR/STTR Conference

The following conference announcement was recently released:

Join us October 27-30, 2003 in Cleveland, OH for the Fall National SBIR/STTR Conference and get all the information you need to successfully compete for SBIR and STTR Awards!  You will have the opportunity to meet and discuss your business and technology with SBIR and STTR Program Managers from all Federal Agencies participating in the SBIR and STTR programs, fellow attendees, speakers and experts from business and government willing to work with you to move your business ahead.  

The Cleveland conference program is structured to focus on three distinct interest groups: First, those wanting to find out about the program; Second, those with grants/contracts who are looking to move to the next step past the initial R&D phase; and finally, those who are ready to commercialize. By selecting which track or session that best suits your specific situation, you can gain valuable knowledge about how to proceed, what resources are available to assist you, and how you need to approach potential partners – from governmental or the private sector. 

A special feature of this conference is the re-institution and co-location of the Small Business Tech Expo (SBTE). The expo will showcase new technologies and the support services needed to bring them to market. Between the One-on-One Networking Area and the SBTE, you will not find a better place to identify and get to know the strategic partners necessary for success. 

For detailed program, registration, and hotel and travel information, visit the SBIR/STTR National Conference Website:  http://www.sbirworld.com/oh, email: sbir@dbamlg.com, or call the SBIR Conference Center at 360-683-5742.
--  ED SBIR Program Set To Receive New Coordinator

The Department of Education (ED) is in the process of replacing Lee Eiden as the ED SBIR Program Coordinator.  The following letter released by Mr. Eiden is included in this newsletter because it provides a good summary of what the ED SBIR Program has accomplished in the last several years under his direction:

  Recently, the Department of Education has undertaken a number of changes.  In terms of function, structure and personnel.  As of Monday, July 28, 2003, I am no longer serving as the ED Coordinator for the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program.  Instead, I shall be working within the ED Office of Management/Chief Information Office examining processes and issues relating to more effective and efficient use of resources. I look forward to the opportunity to use my knowledge, skills, and abilities to support these efforts.

It has been a pleasure supporting the SBIR program for nearly 7 years within the Department.  Much was accomplished thanks to the joint efforts of many “partners” within ED and outside the Department, including SBIR Program Managers from other agencies, State-support representatives, and individuals working to help others better benefit from the SBIR and STTR programs.

Over the past several years, we have: 

Created a useful and informative website; 

Increased the award amounts with the intent of developing significant research initiatives; 

Transitioned from primarily contract to grant awards to better - integrate the SBIR program within the fabric of other research programs within the Department; and,

Promoted outreach to seek the best research ideas to assure that no child is left behind. 

It is my understanding that the ED Institute of Education Sciences (IES) will furnish more information regarding the SBIR program in the near future.

My new contact information is listed below.  It has been a pleasure. 

Sincerely, 

Lee Eiden 

Office of Management / Chief Information Office 

Room 4656-6 / ROB3 

7th and D Streets, SW 

Washington, DC 20202 

Telephone: (202) 260-5815 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National Fall SBIR Conference, Cleveland, Ohio, October 27-30, 2003.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Department of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this 2003 National Fall SBIR/STTR Conference. Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on- one opportunities.  For detailed program, registration, and hotel and travel information, visit the SBIR/STTR National Conference Website:  http://www.sbirworld.com/oh, email: sbir@dbamlg.com, or call the SBIR Conference Center at 360-683-5742.
REGIONAL

SBIR Informational Session, Arlington, VA, August 13, 2003. This session, sponsored by the Arlington Small Business Development Center (Arlington SBDC), Virginia's Center for Innovative Technology(CIT) and the Washington Emerging Technologies Center (WETC), provides an overview of the SBIR program and information on what steps small high technology firms need to undertake in order to gain a contract or grant. A winning SBIR sample proposal will be distributed to all participants.  For more information, contact: Darrell Williams at staff@wetcinc.com or by Phone at 202-547-1825.

* SBIR/STTR Phase 1 Proposal Preparation Workshop, Johnstown, PA, August 19, 2003.  This workshop will begin with a comprehensive overview of the SBIR/STTR programs, a discussion of how the programs are changing over time (and among agencies), followed by a detailed description of a logical four-step process for preparing a competitive Phase I SBIR/STTR proposal.  You will also hear about a new program that may be able to help you pay for some costs related to preparing your SBIR Phase I proposal. This program is being offered through the Innovation Partnership, a collaboration of economic development agencies in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania which has been developed to increase both the quantity and the quality of the statewide SBIR proposal through marketing, proposal preparation and proposal assistance.  For more information, contact: John Johnston at johnjohnston@psu.edu or 814-863-0532.

* SBIR/STTR Phase 1 Proposal Preparation Workshop, State College, PA, August 20, 2003.  This workshop will begin with a comprehensive overview of the SBIR/STTR programs, a discussion of how the programs are changing over time (and among agencies), followed by a detailed description of a logical four-step process for preparing a competitive Phase I SBIR/STTR proposal.  For more information, contact: John Johnston at Mary Noel Stenberg at mns5@psu.edu or 717-948-6717.

* SBIR/STTR Phase 1 Proposal Preparation Workshop, State College, PA, August 20, 2003.  This workshop will begin with a comprehensive overview of the SBIR/STTR programs, a discussion of how the programs are changing over time (and among agencies), followed by a detailed description of a logical four-step process for preparing a competitive Phase I SBIR/STTR proposal.  Information concerning a new program that may be able to help pay for some costs related to preparing the SBIR/STTR Phase I proposal will also be presented. This program is being offered through the Innovation Partnership, a collaboration of economic development to increase both the quantity and quality of the statewide SBIR/STTR proposals through marketing, proposal preparation, and proposal assistance. This workshop is hosted by Ben Franklin Technology Partners of Northeastern Pennsylvania and the Small Business Development Center at Lehigh University, and is sponsored by the Innovation Partnership. You must register no later than Thursday, August 14th.  For more information, contact Bob Thomson at rthomson@nep.benfranklin.org or 610-758-5262.

SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop (SM), Kent State, OH, September 9, 2003.  This workshop, sponsored by Ohio's Manufacturing SBDC Network, will provide a strategic understanding of SBIR & STTR, tools for deciding if you should pursue SBIR/STTR, and full information on how to successfully acquire SBIR/STTR funding (includes real-time proposal consulting in class). Instruction & workbooks provided by the SBIR Resource Center.  For more information, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or Contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or (410) 315-8101.  

Virginia's 9th Annual Small Business Innovation Research and Development Workshop, Williamsburg, VA, September 15-16, 2003. This conference is designed to help Virginia's small businesses to increase their chances of winning SBIR award funding to develop and commercialize their technologies in collaboration with universities, federal research and development centers and non-profit institutions. A description of what's new in the SBIR program, the fundamentals of applying for SBIR and STTR awards and an opportunity to talk face-to-face with SBIR Program Managers will be available.  For more information, contact: Julie Light at jlight@cit.org or 703-689-3020, or visit http://www.cit.org/sbir/. 

SWIFT IV Tour, Pacific Northwest, September 18-25, 2003.  Includes stops in Boise, ID; Reno, NV; Salt Lake City, UT; Sacramento, CA; Portland, OR; Seattle, WA.  Details will be posted when available.  For more information, contact Jo Anne Goodnight, NIH SBIR/STTR Program Coordinator, at 301-435-2688 or jg128w@nih.gov, or visit http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm. 

SBIR/STTR Workshop,  Durham, NC, September 25, 2003.  This afternoon workshop will take place on the campus of NC Central University.  Dr. Jerry Heindel of the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences SBIR Program (NIH) will present various SBIR related initiatives at NIH.  Dr. Ellen Segan of the Army Research Office will present SBIR interests within the Department of Defense.  Other presentations will include an SBIR introduction, proposal preparation and commercialization strategies.  Attendees will have the opportunity to meet one-on-one with grants management staff as well as members of the SBTDC's Technology Development Group.  Registration can be conducted online at: www.sbtdc.org/sbir/workshop. For more information, contact John P. Ujvari, SBIR Program Specialist at 919-962-8297, or visit www.sbtdc.org. 

Competing in the SBIR/STTR Programs (Phase I), Blacksburg, VA, October 02, 2003.  This workshop is designed to help Virginia's small businesses learn about and increase their chances of winning federal SBIR and STTR funding.  For more information, contact Robert Brooke at rbrooke@cit.org or 703-689-3080.

Competing in the SBIR/STTR Programs (Phase II), Blacksburg, VA, October 03, 2003.  This workshop will provide a comprehensive understanding of the components necessary for a competitive Phase II SBIR/STTR proposal - including skillful management of Phase I effort. Phase II writing samples will be actively critiqued by the presenter. For more information, contact Robert Brooke at rbrooke@cit.org or 703-689-3080.

SBIR Opportunities Conference, Memphis, TN, October 16, 2003. This conference will include training on writing SBIR Phase 1 Proposals, an opportunity to meet in 1-on-1 sessions with Federal SBIR Program Managers, and an opportunity to pursue partnerships with universities and other research institutions. For more information, contact Terry Payne, Ph.D. at paynetl@ornl.gov or 865-574-0008.

SBIR Opportunities Conference, Chattanooga, TN, October 17, 2003. This conference will include training on writing SBIR Phase 1 Proposals, an opportunity to meet in 1-on-1 sessions with Federal SBIR Program Managers, and an opportunity to pursue partnerships with universities and other research institutions. For more information, contact Terry Payne, Ph.D. at paynetl@ornl.gov or 865-574-0008.

SBIR Phase I Workshop, Enid, Oklahoma, October 21-22.  This workshop, sponsored by the Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of Science and Technology (OCAST), will provide a basic understanding of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs as well as a strategy for participating in these programs. Instructors will provide hands-on instruction for government cost accounting and a process for developing a competitive proposal.  Register on-line at http://www.ocast.state.ok.us/workshops.htm or contact Vicke' Adams at vickea@meridian-technology.com or (405) 377-2220.

Other possible SBIR training opportunities include:

SBIR Workshop, Boise, Idaho, September 19, 2003 (tentative)

Phase 1 Proposal Preparation Workshops, Memphis & Chattanooga, Tennessee, October 16-17, 2003

Phase 2 Proposal Preparation & Government Accounting/SBIR Cost Proposal Workshops, Bozeman, Montana, October 21-22, 2003

Phase 1 Proposal Preparation & Government Accounting/SBIR Cost Proposal Workshops, Location to be Determined, New Jersey, November 13-14, 2003

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at (239) 395-9446 (voice & fax) or g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.  

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

DOD SBIR 2003-2, due August 14, 2003  

USDA FY04 SBIR, due August 29, 2003

NASA 2003 SBIR/STTR, due September 9, 2003

PHS 2004-1 SBIR (contracts), due November 14, 2003

PHS 03-2 SBIR/STTR (grants), due December 1, 2003

STTR 

PHS 03-2 SBIR/STTR (grants), due December 1, 2003

COMING SOON

NSF SBIR/STTR (AM & BT topics), expected 10/1/03

DOE SBIR, expected Fall, 2003

DOC NOAA SBIR, expected Fall, 2003

DOC NIST SBIR, expected Fall, 2003

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/sbir.html
     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.dodsbir.net  
       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.navysbir.brtrc.com
       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.winbmdo.com
       Special Operations Acquisition Center (SOAC)

          http://soal.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm
        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/IES/SBIR/
Department of Energy

     http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

National SBIR Conference Center

     http://sbirworld.com/
South Dakota SBIR Center

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative

     http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/
MoFAST: Moving Missouri's Innovations to Market

     www.mofast.net
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
SBIR Gateway 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

Innovation Partnership

     http://www.innovationpartnership.net/ 

PBC SBIR Services

     www.sbirinfo.com
     www.sbirhelpdesk.com
     www.pbcinc.com
SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
InKnowVation Online

     http://www.inknowvation.com
Bid Data Line

     http://www.biddataline.com/fed/
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

     http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net 

The SBIR Coach - Fred Patterson

     http://www.SBIRcoach.com
Washington State Fed and State Tech Partnership Program (WaFAST)

     http://wafast.org/index.html
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

