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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  NIH SBIR/STTR Phase I Grant Solicitation Deadline Reminder

Just a reminder that the second of three deadlines for submitting a grant application under the CY 2001 National Institutes of Health (NIH) SBIR/STTR Phase I Grant Solicitation is August 1st.  The last receipt date is December 1, 2001.  An original copy, signed by the Principal Investigator and a corporate official authorized to act for the applicant organization, plus five exact, clear, single-sided photocopies of each application must be received by the receipt date.  You should receive a notification of receipt of the application within six weeks.

Remember:  do not submit an incomplete application. An application will be considered incomplete and will be returned if it is illegible, if it fails to follow the instructions, or if the material presented is insufficient to permit an adequate review.  To help you ensure that you are following all of the instructions in the solicitation, it is highly advisable that you review the SBIR and STTR Reminder Sheets as provided on the NIH Small Business Funding Opportunities web site:  http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm. 

--  Air Force Research Laboratory Request for Information

The following announcement appeared in the July 20th Commerce Business Daily, and may be of interest to the SBIR community, especially those who are involved in the Department of Defense (DoD) SBIR solicitation process:

SUBJECT: A -- REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

DESC: Request for Information: 

The Munitions Directorate of the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL/MN) develops advanced munitions technologies for air-delivered applications. The Ordnance Integration Division (AFRL/MNMI) is interested in receiving information in the format of a white paper on new and innovative advanced munitions technologies. These technologies may be applied to munitions under development as well as to systems in current operation. 

These technologies shall offer substantially increased potential in one or more of the following areas: Advanced Miniature Munitions, Advanced Enhanced Energetic Materials, Reactive/Energetic Structures for Munitions, Munitions for Urban Combat, Munitions for Target Functional Defeat, Munitions for Target Facility Denial, Advanced Directional Munitions, Penetrator Erosion, Impact Velocity Enhancements and Penetrator Structural Enhancements. 

White paper responses should identify high-risk, high-payoff technologies that will substantially increase munitions performance. Small Business Innovative Research (SBIR) efforts in the above listed technology areas are also of interest. 

The point of contact for this Request for Information is Dr. Bryan Milligan, 850-882-2141 ext. 2222, kenneth.milligan@eglin.af.mil.  Responses may be sent to Dr Milligan by e-mail or by mail to 101 West Eglin Blvd., Ste 251, Eglin AFB FL 32542-6810. This synopsis is for information and planning purposes only, does not constitute an RFP, and is not to be construed as a commitment by the Government. Responses to this synopsis must be received within 30 days from the date of publication.

LINKURL: http://www.eps.gov/spg/USAF/AFMC/AFRLERS/Reference-Number-RFI-MNK-0 1-0001/listing.html 

LINKDESC: Visit this URL for the latest information about this notice

CITE: (D-201 SN50S510)

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip

The following proposal-writing tip was provided by Fred Patterson, a consultant with several years of SBIR contracting experience. 

THEY TURNED DOWN MY GREAT SBIR PROPOSAL!    NOW WHAT?

You've done everything right.  Written a great technical proposal.  Submitted all the forms.  Followed all the rules.  Why didn't they fund you?  Well, you may have just not been rated high enough alongside the other great proposals this time to make the cut.  Do you scrap it?  Look for something else to propose?  Maybe not.  Fortunately, there are other avenues to getting money for your project.

If this project was really needed by the Agency, they may have other funds available under which the work can be contracted.  It may require a sole-source justification since it will be outside the SBIR umbrella, but that's not an insurmountable barrier.  Contact the technical monitor for that program area and ask for help.  

Another avenue is through response to Broad Agency Announcements (BAA) or Program Research and Development Announcements (PRDA).  Under the Federal Acquisition Requirements (FAR) Part 35, every Agency may solicit new and creative R&D solutions to scientific and engineering problems for general application.  These programs are designed to be for laboratory environments and emphasize technology development.  These solicitations are published in the Commerce Business Daily (CBD) and most Agencies now have web-sites where these announcements are posted.  Use a search-engine (such as http://www.google.com) to find them.  Search on "Broad Agency Announcements" and you'll have links to a huge array of possibilities.  The BAA money is not set aside for small businesses, and you'll be in competition with other companies for the money, but it can be done!

For a presentation on BAA and PRDA concepts and rules, check out: http://www.swcp.com/paca/prda/baa_prda1/baa_prda1-2.pdf (You’ll need Adobe Acrobat Reader to see this.  Download a free copy from http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep.html)

Another way to keep abreast of R&D funding is to subscribe to a free weekly e-mail newsletter from the State Science & Technology Institute at http://www.ssti.org (see the end of this newsletter for a list of other SBIR web sites of interest).  They regularly publish supplements to their weekly newsletter that are dedicated to Federal and State funding opportunities.  The last issue on June 22nd had a link to a DOD site (http://www.dtic.mil/dust/fy02baa.htm) that requests proposals under a Dual Use Science and Technology (DUST) BAA.  

Now let's get back to that SBIR proposal that they didn't like.  Are you aware that they must provide you with a prompt technical debriefing?  All you have to do is ask in writing.  There has never been a proposal that couldn't be improved.  It is also a good idea to ask for a debriefing even if you win.  It will solidify the relationship with your customer, the COTR or program monitor, certainly improve your work product, and even improve your chances for future work by possibly offering ideas for suggestion of new topics.  

Good luck!

For more information, visit http://www.FSP-Consulting.com, or contact Fred S. Patterson at FSPat@att.net.

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to include them in future announcements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Fall Conference, Rapid City, SD, October 23 - 26, 2001.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Dept. of Defense and the Small Business Admin., and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this fall National SBIR Conference.  Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on-one opportunities.  An additional focus of this conference will include commercialization and information pertaining to EPSCoR states and rural areas. Additional information will be available in January.  Contact: Sharon DelaBarre at sharon@zyn.com or Phone: 360-683-5742.

REGIONAL

* Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Columbus, Georgia, July 20, 2001.  This workshop will cover the basics of SBIR and STTR, how the programs have changed recently, and a simple process for developing your Phase I proposal that includes strategizing, drafting the proposal, getting a presubmittal review, and getting a debriefing afterwards.  To register, contact rteters@kennesaw.edu.

* Overview of Small Business Finance & SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation Conference, Jacksonville, Florida, July 26-27, 2001.  Day 1 includes a comprehensive discussion of how to determine how much money a small business needs to get started and to survive until profitable, and alternative sources for that money.  Day 2 will include an overview of SBIR and STTR, and a simple process for developing your Phase I proposal that includes strategizing, drafting the proposal, getting a presubmittal review, and getting a debriefing afterwards, and will conclude with a discussion of the cost proposal for the Phase I.  For more information, contact mmclean@ewc.edu.   

SBIR/STTR Program Accounting Workshop, August 21, Delaware.  This workshop will be part of the second annual SBIR/STTR  Information Conference, and will include opportunities for one-on-one meetings with 11 SBIR Program Managers.  For more information, visit the Delaware Small Business Development Center web site at http://www.delawaresbdc.org/. 

* Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Charlottesville, Virginia, September 11-12, 2001.  This workshop is designed primarily for Phase I winners who want to learn more about the second phase of the SBIR/STTR programs.  Presenters will show how Phase II differs from Phase I, how the Phase II programs vary tremendously among the agencies, and how to prepare the Phase II proposal.  The workshop is being presented as part of the Virginia 7th Annual Small Business Innovation Research & Development conference.  For more information, contact seilertson@dit.state.va.us, or check the website www.sctech.state.va.us/ost/events.htm. 

* Phase I Proposal Development & Cost Proposal Prep Workshops, Stillwater, Oklahoma, October 10-12, 2001.  This workshop will include an overview information on SBIR/STTR, advice on how to approach a Phase I proposal, and a discussion of cost proposals and government accounting.  Contact dluton@ocast.state.ok.us.

* Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Albuquerque, New Mexico, November 5, 2001.  This workshop will include a discussion of the basics of the SBIR and STTR programs, cover the recent changes in both (such as the efforts to reauthorize STTR), and go through a simple four step process for writing a competitive Phase I proposal.  For more information, contact stoller@twrol.com. 

* Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Savannah, Georgia, November 9, 2001.  This workshop will cover the basics of SBIR and STTR, how the programs have changed recently, and a simple process for developing your Phase I proposal that includes strategizing, drafting the proposal, getting a presubmittal review, and getting a debriefing afterwards.  For more information, contact rteters@kennesaw.edu.  

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood. 

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

NIH SBIR/STTR, due 8/1, 12/1/01

DoD SBIR 2001.2, due 8/15

USDA FY 2002 SBIR, due 8/30/01

STTR

NIH SBIR/STTR, due 8/1, 12/1/01

COMING SOON

PHS SBIR 02-1 (contracts), expected Mid-August  
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                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.oar.noaa.gov/ORTA/ 

     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.dodsbir.net  
       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/industrial/sbir.htm 

       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.futron.com/bmdo/bmdo.htm 

       U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) SBIR

          http://www.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm 

        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/ 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
InKnowVation Online

     http://www.inknowvation.com
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood
Fred S. Patterson

     http://www.FSP-Consulting.com,

PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

