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    SBIR/STTR ALERTING SERVICE   *   June 15, 2001
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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   

Note:  the next issue of the SBIR-Alert will be posted July 6, 2001.

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE

--  USDA FY 2002 SBIR Solicitation Release - Still Waiting

--  NIH SBIR/STTR-Relevant Program Announcements 

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  USDA FY 2002 SBIR Solicitation Release - Still Waiting

The Department of Agriculture recently posted the following notice on their SBIR web site:

The Fiscal Year 2002 Program Solicitation is expected to open June 15, 2001 (this is a delay from our original date). Please refer to the Fiscal Year 2001 Program Solicitation listed below for information on the program and topic areas, as we expect few changes in the next solicitation.  Once the solicitation is announced in the Federal Register, it will be posted at this web site. The closing date for receipt of proposals for Fiscal Year 2002 is August 30, 2001. 

As of the release of this newsletter, however, the solicitation had not been posted.  Visit the USDA SBIR web site at http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir/sbir.htm or contact the Proposal Services Unit at (202) 401-5048 or psb@reeusda.gov within the next two weeks to see if it has been released.  You may also browse the Federal Register online at http://fr.cos.com/. 

--  NIH SBIR/STTR-Relevant Program Announcements 

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) SBIR web site (http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm) has a list of NIH SBIR/STTR-Relevant Program Announcements (PAs) and Requests for Applications (RFAs) that are taken from the NIH Guide Electronic Repository of Special Announcements for Small Business Research Opportunities (http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/index.html) .  

Several Program Announcements that may be of interest to the SBIR/STTR community were added to the NIH Guide in the last few weeks but haven't been posted on the 'Special Announcements for Small Business Research Opportunities' page yet.  The titles, numbers, and web address for these announcements appear below

SMALL BUSINESSES (FLAIR)

(PA-01-091)

National Cancer Institute

INDEX:  NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-01-091.html
NIDDK EXPANDED AWARDS FOR SBIR-AT-NIDDK

(PA-01-093)

National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases

INDEX:  NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF DIABETES, DIGESTIVE, KIDNEY DISEASES

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-01-093.html
DEVELOPMENT OF NOVEL TECHNOLOGIES FOR IN VIVO IMAGING (SBIR/STTR)

(PAR-01-102)

National Cancer Institute

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences

INDEX:  CANCER, ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENCES

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-01-102.html 

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE MOLECULAR ANALYSIS OF CANCER:  SBIR/STTR

(PAR-01-105)

National Cancer Institute

INDEX:  CANCER

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-01-105.html 

APPLICATIONS OF INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE MOLECULAR ANALYSIS OF

CANCER:

SBIR/STTR

(PAR-01-107)

National Cancer Institute

INDEX:  CANCER

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-01-107.html
--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip

The following proposal-writing tip was provided by Fred Patterson, a consultant with several years of SBIR contracting experience. 

SHOW ME THE MONEY!!  - HOW TO GET PAID FAST ON YOUR SBIR CONTRACT  

OK, you've won that SBIR or STTR award, have negotiated your contract, and have actually started work.  Congratulations!  Now it's time to pay your bills and use some of that money they promised to send you.  Cash flow!  Well, to get paid, it's up to you to provide the right information to the right individual at the right time.  Your contract will tell you what all that is, and much of that is governed by the FAR (Federal Acquisition Regulations).  If you do it right, the money will appear in your bank account on schedule.  One good thing about contracting with the federal government - they do pay their bills!  No receivables collection problems. But, the flow of that money depends on you.  A good comprehensive source of information on Payment Schedules and Vouchers with links to the FAR can be found at http://www.pbcinc.com/sbir/06_paym.htm.

Each agency has a slightly different procedure for paying contractors and will have a different methodology for you to follow.  Some will permit electronic transmission or web-based submittals of vouchers.  That gets you paid the fastest!   Others will require the right piece of paper (called a voucher or invoice) containing an original signature copy be set to them. However they define it, it's important to read your contract carefully, obtain (or create) the proper form, and fill it in carefully and completely. Your PCO (Program Contracting Officer) will assist you if you need help. Then it needs to be sent to someone, usually your Program Monitor or COTR (Contracting Office Technical Representative) for certification that you've successfully completed a project milestone or spent the money properly. Sometimes your ACO (Administrative Contracting Officer) will handle that for you.  Once a voucher has been approved for payment, it's sent to the appropriate Paying Office for disbursing funds.  

The largest of these paying offices is DFAS (Defense Finance and Accounting Services) which actually has many offices around the country.  Many smaller agencies use DFAS as their paying office.  Now, here's the important tip for you, NOT found in the FAR:  A special procedure was worked out between DFAS and the SBIR program to accelerate the payment to small businesses. DFAS has agreed to this special procedure just for SBIR contracts - FAXED COPIES WILL BE ACCEPTED IN LIEU OF ORIGINAL SIGNATURE COPIES IF THE VOUCHER CONTAINS THE WORDS "SBIR INVOICE" ON ITS FACE PAGE.   You can find a copy of this procedure at http://www.pbcinc.com/sbir/expeditepymnt.htm. What this means is that you don't have to send vouchers by FedEx or Express Mail, but can fax them to your COTR and then on to DFAS.  This saves as much as two weeks in some cases! You'll probably have to educate your PCO and COTR in this process, so keep this last web-site URL handy.  

There are other ways to keep things moving and track progress to speed up your payment, but those will be the subject of future Tips.

For more information, visit http://www.FSP-Consulting.com, or contact Fred S. Patterson at FSPat@att.net.

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to include them in future announcements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National Institutes of Health (NIH) Annual SBIR/STTR Conference, Bethesda, MD, July 2-3, 2001.  This conference is highly recommended for anyone considering applying to NIH for SBIR or STTR funding.  Registration is FREE but mandatory.  Visit the following web site to register online, view the conference agenda, or obtain additional information:  http://www.ncifcrf.gov/fcrdc/conf/sbir/index.html.  You may also contact Margaret L. Fanning at 301-846-1995 (ph), 301-846-5866 (fax), or fanningm@mail.ncifcrf.gov. 

National SBIR Fall Conference, Rapid City, SD, October 23 - 26, 2001.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Dept. of Defense and the Small Business Admin., and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this fall National SBIR Conference.  Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on-one opportunities.  An additional focus of this conference will include commercialization and information pertaining to EPSCoR states and rural areas. Additional information will be available in January.  Contact: Sharon DelaBarre at sharon@zyn.com or Phone: 360-683-5742.

REGIONAL

SBIR Bidder's Course and Workshop Washington, DC, June 21, 2001.  This is a business development seminar focused on the "how tos" of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential SBIR and STTR Bidders.  The course instruction, workbook, & classroom materials will be provided by The SBIR Resource Center.  To register for the course call 1-800-WIN-SBIR.  For additional information, call (410) 315-8101, send E-mail to SBIR@win-sbir.com, or visit the following web site: http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html.

* SBIR/STTR Road Show, Various Sites, Tennessee, July 9-13, 2001.  This series of workshops will include a Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop in Johnson City, on July 9th and in Nashville on July 11th; a  Phase II Proposal Preparation workshop in Nashville on July 12th, which will cover the basics of Phase II, talk about differences among the various agencies' Phase II programs, go through recommendations for preparing a Phase II proposal, and discuss alternative ways to commercialize the technology as you transition from R&D to the market place; and another Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop in Memphis on July 13th.  For more information, contact rogers@tech2020.org.

SBIR Workshop, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, July 19, 2001.  This workshop will include presentations and opportunities to meet with Department of Agriculture Program Managers.  Contact the ISBDC in Post Falls at (208) 769-3284, for more information.

* Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Columbus, Georgia, July 20, 2001.  This workshop will cover the basics of SBIR and STTR, how the programs have changed recently, and a simple process for developing your Phase I proposal that includes strategizing, drafting the proposal, getting a presubmittal review, and getting a debriefing afterwards.  To register, contact rteters@kennesaw.edu.

SBIR/STTR Program Accounting Workshop, August 21, Delaware.  This workshop will be part of the second annual SBIR/STTR  Information Conference, and will include opportunities for one-on-one meetings with 11 SBIR Program Managers.  For more information, visit the Delaware Small Business Development Center web site at http://www.delawaresbdc.org/. 

* Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Charlottesville, Virginia, September 11-12, 2001.  This workshop is designed primarily for Phase I winners who want to learn more about the second phase of the SBIR/STTR programs.  Presenters will show how Phase II differs from Phase I, how the Phase II programs vary tremendously among the agencies, and how to prepare the Phase II proposal.  The workshop is being presented as part of the Virginia 7th Annual Small Business Innovation Research & Development conference.  For more information, contact seilertson@dit.state.va.us, or check the website www.sctech.state.va.us/ost/events.htm. 

* Phase I Proposal Development & Cost Proposal Prep Workshops, Stillwater, Oklahoma, October 10-12, 2001.  This will be a repeat of the workshops offered in Norman, Oklahoma in July as described above.  Contact dluton@ocast.state.ok.us.

Other events, with details to follow at a later time:

* SBIR Cost Proposal and Government Accounting Workshop, Delaware, August 21, 2001

* SBIR Workshops, Orange County, California, Fall 2001

* National SBIR Conference, Rapid City, South Dakota, October 23-26, 2001

* Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Savannah, Georgia, November 9, 2001

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood. 

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

NIH SBIR/STTR, due 8/1, 12/1/01

DoD SBIR 2001.2, currently available on the Web; due 8/15

STTR

NIH SBIR/STTR, due 8/1, 12/1/01

COMING SOON

USDA SBIR 01-1, expected 6/15/01

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.oar.noaa.gov/ORTA/ 

     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.dodsbir.net  
       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/industrial/sbir.htm 

       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.futron.com/bmdo/bmdo.htm 

       U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) SBIR

          http://www.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm 

        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/ 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood
Fred S. Patterson

     http://www.FSP-Consulting.com,

PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

