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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE

--  USDA FY 2003 SBIR Solicitation Now Open

--  NASA SBIR and STTR 2002 Program Solicitations Now Open

--  Pacific Northwest SBIR/STTR Mentoring Group Meetings

--  SBIR/STTR E-Mentoring Program
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  USDA FY 2003 SBIR Solicitation Now Open

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) Fiscal Year 2003 Small Business Innovation Research Program Solicitation is new Open.   The entire Program Solicitation, including the application forms, may be downloaded from the USDA SBIR web site (http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir/) in PDF, WordPerfect, or MSWord file formats.  

USDA expects to make approximately 90 Phase I awards ranging up to $80,000 each to small businesses in FY 2003, depending upon the availability of funds. Awards are expected to be made on or before May 15, 2003. USDA expects to make approximately 35 Phase II awards ranging up to $300,000 each to previous USDA Phase I awardees.

SBIR proposals are solicited from the following topic areas:

8.1 Forests and Related Resources

8.2 Plant Production and Protection

8.3 Animal Production and Protection

8.4 Air, Water, and Soils

8.5 Food Science and Nutrition

8.6 Rural and Community Development

8.7 Aquaculture

8.8 Industrial Applications

8.9 Marketing and Trade

8.10 Wildlife

You may want to note the following important changes in the FY 2003 Program Solicitation:

-  Submission of Proposals - Proposals must be RECEIVED at the USDA/CSREES/Proposal Services Unit by CLOSE OF BUSINESS, 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time, on August 30, 2002.

-  New Topic Area - An additional topic area has been included in the FY 2003 Program Solicitation. Topic Area 8.10, Wildlife, focuses on developing new or improved technologies and environmentally sound approaches for the improved management of wildlife that will reduce the adverse impact of wildlife on agriculture and people and enhance the sustainability of wildlife populations. 

-  Revised Topic Areas - Revisions have been made to the following topic areas: 8.2 Plant Production and Protection; 8.4 Air, Water and Soils; and 8.6 Rural and Community Development 

-   Proposals are encouraged that focus on problems dealing with bioterrorism and homeland security, especially as these issues related to rural communities.

In addition to making the solicitation available for downloading, the USDA SBIR web site also offers information that may be useful in preparing your proposal, including a sample proposal; a list of the FY 2002 Phase I award winners; and the technical abstracts of projects funded under the USDA SBIR Program for Fiscal Years 1996-2001. 

For more information regarding the USDA SBIR Program, contact:

Dr. Charles Cleland

Director

CSREES/USDA, STOP 2243

1400 Independence Ave., SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-2243

202/401-4002; Fax: 202/401-6070

E-mail ccleland@reeusda.gov 

--  NASA SBIR and STTR 2002 Program Solicitations Now Open

The NASA SBIR and STTR 2002 program solicitation opened on June 6, and will close on August 21, 2002.  NASA expects to select approximately 300 SBIR and 20 STTR Phase I proposals for negotiation of fixed-price contracts of up to $70,000 for SBIR and $100,000 for STTR proposals.  Phase II contracts will be available for up to $600,000 for SBIR and $500,000 for STTR participants.  Historically, the ratio of Phase I proposals to awards is approximately 7:1 for SBIR and 5:1 for STTR, and approximately 40% of the selected Phase I contracts are selected for Phase II follow-on efforts.

Research topics and subtopics in this Solicitation are organized by the NASA Strategic Enterprises listed below.  See the solicitation for detailed topic and subtopic descriptions.

Aerospace Technology

Biological and Physical Research

Earth Science

Human Exploration and Development of Space

Space Science

The STTR Research Topics will focus on some of the product areas or challenges faced by NASA's Centers of Excellence (CE):

Topic 1 Information Technology

Topic 2 Atmospheric Flight Operations

Topic 3 Earth Science and Phsysics and Astronomy

Topic 4 Rocket Propulsion Testing Systems

Topic 5 Space Propulsion

This 2002 SBIR/STTR Program Solicitation is available to view and/or download via the NASA SBIR/STTR homepage (http://sbir.nasa.gov ). 

For inquiries, requests, and help-related questions, contact the NASA SBIR/STTR Help Desk. via: 

e-mail sbir@reisys.com 

telephone 301-937-0888 between 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Mon.-Fri., Eastern Time)

facsimile 301-937-0204

Specific information requests that could not be answered by the Help Desk should be mailed or e-mailed to: 

Paul Mexcur, Program Manager

NASA SBIR/STTR Program Management Office

Code 712

Goddard Space Flight Center

Greenbelt, MD 20771-0001

paul.mexcur@gsfc.nasa.gov  

--  Pacific Northwest SBIR/STTR Mentoring Group Meetings

The next regional SBIR/STTR mentoring group meeting is scheduled for June 20, 2002 in Spokane, WA.  These groups have been organized as part of the Washington State Federal and State Technology Partnership Program (WaFAST), which helps Washington State small businesses, and entrepreneurs compete for federal financing of technology research and product development.  

Working with local economic development groups, these mentoring groups offer a chance to meet other SBIR/STTR winners from your area, learn about how people deal with the issues around proposing and post-award contract or grants management, or any other topic of interest to local communities.

The speakers for the Spokane meeting will Patricia Irving of InnovTek in Richland Washington, and a nationally-known consultant, Randy Dipner, of PBC (http://www.sbirinfo.com/), who will present on some important and often overlooked aspects of the SBIR application process.  The event will start at noon in the Boardroom of SIRTI (4th floor).

For more information, contact:

D. Patrick Jones, Ph.D.

Businesss Development Consultant

Spokane Intercollegiate Research & Technology Institute (SIRTI)

Tel:  509.358.2025

Fax: 509.358.2019

email:  patrickj@sirti.org
On July 17, the third of three regional SBIR/STTR mentoring group meetings in Vancouver, WA will take place.  Contact Brett Rogers at brogers@credc.org for more information. 

--  SBIR/STTR E-Mentoring Program

ADECA and BizTech recently released the following announcement of a new, free program to help SBIR and STTR applicants increase their chances of success:  

The SBIR/STTR E-Mentoring Program designed by the Alabama SBA FAST team is now online at www.biztech.org/sbir.

Please disseminate this announcement to your technology and research-based small businesses, and please encourage previous SBIR/STTR winners as well as applicants to participate.  The broader the base of participants, the more effective the program will be.  

- The SBIR/STTR E-Mentoring Program is a web-based coaching program to help SBIR and STTR applicants increase their competitiveness and create better proposals with help from previous SBIR winners.  

- Register to participate at www.biztech.org/sbir.  The Program Adminstrator will match each applicant with a mentor who has worked successfully with the SBIR agency the applicant plans to approach. 

- E-Mentors are experienced entrepreneurs and SBIR veterans, including Tibbetts Award winners.  E-Mentors volunteer to share their experiences and expertise in the SBIR program with applicants new to the program or to a specific SBIR agency.  

- The E-Mentor’s job is not managing, leading, or delegating.  E-Mentors provide strategic guidance, advising, and counseling, but not consultation-type services like writing proposals or work plans.

For more information, contact:

Lea Ellison

Director of Programs, BizTech 

102A Wynn Drive

Huntsville, AL 35805

Phone: 256-704-6000, ext. 209

Fax: 256-704-6002

URL:  www.biztech.org 
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              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Spring Conference 2002, Washington, DC, June 11-13, 2002.  Program managers, high level decision-makers, and procurement experts will be available to identify markets and provide guidance on proposal writing.  Venture capitalists, "angel" investors, and representatives from more than 20 major corporations will participate, providing important access to new opportunities and the opportunity to share ideas and research.  And, national experts will conduct seminars on commercialization, capitalization, and business and technology management.  Contact dod_sbir@brtrc.com, or visit the conference web site at http://www.dodsbir.net/conference/springconf.htm for more information. 

4th Annual NIH SBIR/STTR Conference, Bethesda, MD, June 21, 2002.  Attend an informational meeting about the National Institutes Of Health SBIR/STTR Research Grant Programs, and interact one-on-one with NIH Program Directors, Grants Management Specialists, and Review staff.  Contact: Margaret L. Fanning - fanningm@mail.ncifcrf.gov or Phone: 301-846-1995, or visit http://web.ncifcrf.gov/fcrdc/conf/sbir/ (registration is now open).

National SBIR Fall Conference Burlington, VT, October 28 - 31, 2002. The National Science Foundation, in association with the Dept. of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this fall National SBIR Conference. Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on-one opportunities. An additional focus of this conference will include commercialization and information pertaining to EPSCoR states and rural areas.  Visit http://sbirworld.com/ or contact: Sharon DelaBarre at  sharon@dbamlg.com or Phone: 360-683-5742 for more information.

REGIONAL

Regional SBIR/STTR Mentoring Group Meeting, Spokane, WA, June  20, 2002.  This is a chance to meet other SBIR/STTR winners from your area, learn about how people deal with the issues around proposing and post-award contract or grants management, or any other topic of interest to local communities.  Contact Patrick Jones at (509) 358-2025 or patrickj@sirti.org. 

SBIR Bidder's Course and WorkshopSM, Fairfax, VA, June 27, 2002.   This business development seminar focuses on the "how tos" of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential SBIR and STTR Bidders.   The course instruction, workbook, & classroom materials will be provided by The SBIR Resource Center.  The workshop will be sponsored by the Procurement Technical Assistance Program (PTAP) at George Mason University.  For more information including an agenda and an online registration form, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or contact the JADE Research Corporation at (410) 315-8101 or SBIR@win-sbir.com. 

SBIR Bidder's Course & WorkshopSM, Scottsdale, AZ, July 1-2, 2002.   This business development seminar focuses on the "how tos" of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential SBIR and STTR Bidders.   The course instruction, workbook, & classroom materials will be provided by The SBIR Resource Center.  The workshop will take place as part of the Environmental High Tech Expo, and is sponsored by the Arizona Environmental Technology Industry Cluster (ETIC).  For more information including an agenda and an online registration form, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or contact the JADE Research Corporation at (410) 315-8101 or SBIR@win-sbir.com. 

Idaho SBIR Conferences, Boise and Moscow, ID, July 9 and 11, 2002.  The conferences will include presentations from Dr. Kesh Narayanan from the National Science Foundation (NSF), Vinny Schaper from the Department of Defense (DOD)/Navy, and Ruth Lange from the US Department of Agriculture (USDA), and others.  For more information, contact Ms. Gina Taruscio at the University of Idaho at 208-885-3800 or  ginat@uidaho.edu.

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshops, Dothan and Mobile, Alabama, July 11 & 12, 2002.  This workshop will include an overview of the SBIR and STTR programs, including an update on the latest changes in both, a discussion of how to develop a competitive SBIR/STTR proposal through a simple four step process, and an opportunity for everyone to do a group critique of an actual SBIR proposal.  For more information or to register, contact Lea Ellison at lea.ellison@biztech.org.  You might also want to check out Alabama's.

Regional SBIR/STTR Mentoring Group Meeting, Vancouver, WA, July 17, 2002.  This is a chance to meet other SBIR/STTR winners from your area, learn about how people deal with the issues around proposing and post-award contract or grants management, or any other topic of interest to local communities.  Brett Rogers at brogers@credc.org. 

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop, Billings, Montana, July 23, 2002.  This workshop will cover everything from the basics of the SBIR/STTR programs to a logical process for developing a competitive proposal.  For more information, contact lbrander@state.mt.us.  FYI, there will be a follow on day for SBDC counselors and others to learn more about how they can help SBIR/STTR companies; contact Linda Brander at the same email address for more information on this activity.

* SBIR/STTR Proposal Preparation Workshop, Reno, Nevada, August 21-22, 2002.  Details are being worked out on the content of this event.

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop, Valdosta/Tifton area, Georgia, August 27, 2002.  This workshop will cover everything from the basics of the SBIR/STTR programs to a logical process for developing a competitive proposal.  For more information contact rteters@kennesaw.edu.

Commercialization Plan, Commercialization and the Phase III Process,  Richmond, VA, September 18, 2002.  Organized by the Office of Science and Technology, Office of the Secretary of Technology, Commonwealth of Virginia, this one day SBIR/STTR Commercialization workshop will be offered by Dr. Carol Gervin, President of The Gervin Group, and will provide participants with an increased understanding of the commercialization process as well as an opportunity to hear the expectations from a panel of experts from small companies, potential partners, investors, and federal laboratories.  For more information, contact: Dr. K.C. Das at kcdas@dit.state.va.us or Phone: 804-371-5599.

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood. 

Other possible SBIR training opportunities include:

SBIR Workshops, New Brunswick, NJ, September 11-13, 2002

Ohio SBIR Conference, October 10-11, 2002

Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Atlanta, GA, October 11, 2002

National SBIR Conference, Burlington, Vermont, October 28-31, 2002

SBIR Workshops, Nashville, Tennessee, November 13-15, 2002

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

20th Year SBIR Commemorative Scrap Book, due 6/10/02

ED FY 2002 SBIR Contract Solicitation, due 6/10/02

NSF 2002 SBIR/STTR for AM and IT, due 6/12/02

ED FY 2002 SBIR Grant Solicitation, due 7/10/02

NASA SBIR/STTR 2002-I Solicitation, due 8/21/02

USDA FY 2003 SBIR Solicitation, due  8/30/02

PHS 2002-2 SBIR/STTR, due 8/1/02 and 12/1/02

STTR

NSF 2002 SBIR/STTR for AM and IT, due 6/12/02

PHS 2002-2 SBIR/STTR, due 8/1/02 and 12/1/02

COMING SOON

DoD 2002.2 Solicitation opens 7/1/02 (on the Web now)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/sbir.html
     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.dodsbir.net  
       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.navysbir.brtrc.com
       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.winbmdo.com
       Special Operations Acquisition Center (SOAC)

          http://soal.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm
        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/ 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

National SBIR Conference Center

     http://sbirworld.com/
South Dakota SBIR Center

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative

     http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
SBIR Gateway 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
InKnowVation Online

     http://www.inknowvation.com
Bid Data Line

     http://www.biddataline.com/fed/
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

     http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net 

Fred S. Patterson

      http://www.SBIR-Support.com
Washington State Fed and State Tech Partnership Program (WaFAST)

     http://wafast.org/index.html
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

