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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE

--  NSF SBIR/STTR Solicitation Deadline Reminder 

--  DoD 2004.3 Solicitation New Army Topic
--  NIH Request for Application (RFA-ES-04-004) released

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  NSF SBIR/STTR Solicitation Deadline Reminder 

Proposals for the topics of Information-Based Technologies and Security Technologies for the National Science Foundation (NSF) FY-2004 SBIR/STTR Solicitation are due June 9, 2004.  If you are submitting a proposal, it would be a good idea to re-read the following administrative screening information that was posted on the NSF SBIR website (http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir/):

The following items will be used to "Administratively Screen" all proposals.  Failure to follow the instructions will render a proposal as "inappropriate".  All proposals considered "inappropriate" will be returned without review!

1. A proposal submitted after 5:00 p.m. (proposer´s time) on the deadline date (NO EXCEPTIONS). Suggestion:  Start Early!!!

2. A Project Summary without all the required information. (Reference solicitation section A.8.2.)

3. A Project Description that exceeds 15 pages and does not have ALL eight parts. (Reference solicitation section A.8.3.)

4. A Company Commercialization History (if the company has ever received Phase II awards from any Federal agency; reference the proposal cover page question).  All questions must be answered

5.  Placing documents in the FastLane "Additional" Single Copy Document module.  No portion of the SBIR/STTR proposal should be uploaded under this module.  Documents uploaded in this module will not be available to reviewers, therefore rendering the proposal as "inappropriate". 

6.  No additions, corrections, or deletions are permitted to a submitted proposal after the deadline.  These changes will not be accepted! 

--  DoD 2004.3 Solicitation New Army Topic

The SBIR Gateway website (http://www.zyn.com/sbir/) pointed out the fact that the Army added a topic to the recently released Department of Defense 2004.3 SBIR Solicitation:

“On May 4, 2004, one day after the official release of the DoD 2004.3 SBIR solicitation, the Army added the topic A04-053 Controllable Direct Electrical Conversion of Isotopic Radiation to their offering. Those who downloaded the Army solicitation on the first day (May 3) are not only missing the new topic, but are also subject to wrong topic numbers from A04-054 to A04-259. 

If you downloaded the topics on Monday May 3, please revisit the DoD SBIR site at www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/solicitations/sbir043/ and download the latest version. “

--  NIH Request for Application (RFA-ES-04-004) released.

On May 12th, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) released a Request for Application (RFA-ES-04-004) titled ‘SBIR/STTR E-Learning For Hazmat And Emergency Response.’  The NIH component that is issuing this RFA is the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS).  

The purpose of this RFA is to further the development of Advanced Technology Training (ATT) Products for the health and safety training of hazardous materials (HAZMAT) workers, emergency responders, and skilled support personnel.

The RFA states the following research objectives:  “NIEHS encourages applicants to this SBIR/STTR RFA to review the relevant program documentation, to pursue partnerships and collaboration with awardees of the Worker Education and Training Program (WETP) program, and to design new ATT or e-learning products that can extend the existing NIEHS supported curricula and training programs into the digital world.

The letter of intent receipt date for this RFA is July 26, 2004, and the application receipt date is August 19, 2004  
Visit http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-ES-04-004.html for the complete text of this announcement. 

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip 

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:   Importance of “Affiliations”

Copyright© 2004 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

The term “affiliation” and variations thereon has innocently appeared for years in the definition of small business in the SBIR and STTR programs.  For example, an agency’s solicitation might include a statement like “a small business, for purposes of eligibility for the SBIR or STTR program, is defined as a firm with not more than 500 employees, including affiliates.”  However, this innocent little word is taking on a prominent role in current discussions about the SBIR and STTR programs, and therefore we want to make sure that you are up to speed on what it means.  

An affiliation is defined as a relationship in which one entity has, or has potential for, significant control or ownership in the small firm applying for the SBIR/STTR award.  If an affiliation is deemed to exist, then the small firm’s eligibility for SBIR/STTR depends on whether the total employment of itself and the affiliated entity exceeds 500 persons.

Possible situations in which an affiliation might exist and cause you eligibility problems include:

1.  In return for some of its intellectual property, a university requires that you give it equity in your small business

2.  Your former employer, a large firm, offers to invest in your start up company in return for equity and some seats on your board of directors

3.  You are a professor who starts a small business; your small company then applies for an SBIR or STTR award with your university department as the research partner on the project.

These are but a few situations where an affiliation might exist, and which might disqualify you from the SBIR/STTR programs.

To better understand when an affiliation exists, let’s look at several key words in the definition:

ENTITY.  The organization that is deemed to be affiliated with your company could be another for-profit business, a non-profit research corporation, a venture capitalist, a university, a Federal Laboratory, or pretty much anything you can think of.  In other words, you probably can’t easily circumvent the affiliation issue by linking with a particular type of entity.

POTENTIAL.  The other entity does not have to actually have any ownership or control in your small business for an affiliation to exist—the language is pretty broad to include situations such as someone who has stock options in your company.

CONTROL or OWNERSHIP.  The former (assuming your small business is a corporation) might be the result of the other entity having seats on your board of directors, while the latter could come from the ownership of stock.

SIGNIFICANT.  We would define “significant” as being “more than insignificant.” More seriously, we think it would be defined in part on the basis of the circumstances of a particular situation.  For example, if an entity owns 25% of your SBIR company and if the other 75% is owned by one person, this probably would not be “significant.”  But if that other 75% is owned by 75 persons each of whom own 1%, then that 25% ownership now probably would be “significant.”  What if the one guy or gal who owns 75% is elderly and in frail health?  Then “it depends” would probably be the best answer, depending on who has the rights to that 75% ownership in the event of his or her death.

Most folks have not paid much attention to the concept of “affiliation” for years in the SBIR/STTR programs, but it is a term that is coming up quite frequently now in the debates (among others) as to which small businesses can compete in these programs.  We urge you to keep an eye out for “affiliation” in these and other discussions, and consider the aforementioned definitions in determining if they affect your SBIR/STTR eligibility.  You may also want to read up on the discussion of “affiliation” in the Federal Regulations in 13 CFR 121.103 available website http://www.sba.gov/size/part121_03-sects.html.  

And don’t forget that there are lots of other issues surrounding eligibility, such as the requirement that at least 51% of the SBIR/STTR applicant firm be owned by individuals (not institutions) who are US citizens or permanent resident aliens.  Don’t just assume that you are eligible for SBIR/STTR funding, but instead read the eligibility requirements carefully and keep on top of the latest interpretations.

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

(239) 395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)
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               CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

6th Annual NIH SBIR/STTR Conference, Bethesda, MD, June 23-24, 2004.  This conference will offer the opportunity to interact one-on-one with NIH Program Directors, Grants Management Specialists, and Review staff.  Contact Ms. Debbie Akwei at 202-889-5064 or ConferenceInquiries@mail.nih.gov or visit http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbirconf2004/index.htm for more information including an agenda and online registration.

National Fall SBIR/STTR Conference, Boise, ID, November 1-4, 2004. 

Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will be in attendance to offer insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer questions.   For more information, visit www.sbirworld.com. 

REGIONAL

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Fresno, California, June 2, 2004.  This workshop is designed for someone who is new to SBIR/STTR, or for someone who knows about the program but wants advice on how to prepare a competitive Phase I proposal.  For more information or to register, contact achubb@csufresno.edu. 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative State Conference, Cody, WY, June 2-3, 2004.  This conference will include presentations from five Federal Agency representatives (DOD, DOT, NASA, NIH, NSF), information about SBIR budgets, success stories, proposal preparation and more. For more information including an agenda, visit www.uwyo.edu/sbir/frm_confinfo.html, or contact Jill Kline at jillkline@vcn.com or 307-682-2660.  
* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Fullerton, California, June 3, 2004.  This workshop is designed for someone who is new to SBIR/STTR, or for someone who knows about the program but wants advice on how to prepare a competitive Phase I proposal, and will include a session on "what to do after you win" featuring local SBIR/STTR winners.  For more information or to register, contact nitech@gte.net.

Small & Small Disadvantaged Business Conference, Greenbelt, Maryland, June 3, 2004. The NASA Goddard Space Flight Center is hosting this 31st Annual event.  Goddard’s contracting opportunities in the following areas will be discussed: Human Resources, Facilities Management, Information Technology, Engineering Research and Development, Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR), and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR).  You may register on-line at www.Nlightened.com.  For registration information, contact Ms. Rita Castillo at rita@coneventus.com or 202-249-2375.  For questions regarding the conference, contact Ms. Malores Pridgeon at 301-286-4379 or Malores.V.Pridgeon@nasa.gov.  

SBIR Information Workshop, Washington, DC, June 9, 2004.  This 90-minute interactive workshop will provide information on how to prepare a winning proposal and successfully participate in the SBIR program.  For more information, visit http://www.wetcinc.com/workshop.html, or contact Darrell Williams at staff@wetcinc.com or 202-547-1825  
HowTo Win SBIR Financing, Philadelphia area, PA, June 10, 2004.  The Temple University SBDC, Kutztown University SBDC and Innovation Philadelphia will sponsor this workshop which will cover pre application investigations & marketing; variations among agencies; pursuing Phase II funding; budgets and cost accounting. For more information visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or 410-315-8101. 

How To Finance Your Company Through Federal Research Dollars: Is SBIR/STTR Funding In Your Wallet? Minneapolis, MN, June 11, 2004.  This workshop offers to help understand the SBIR and STTR programs.  A successful SBIR award winner will be present, and participants can expect to learn which federal agencies fund R&D; learn how to match projects with the federal agencies' R&D areas of interests; learn the rules, who can apply, and how much money is available; and learn the government application and funding process from start to finish.  For more information, contact: Pat Dillon at pdillon@mpi.org, or visit http://stores.implex.net/mpi/itemDetails.cfm?item=42.

Federal Budgeting for Small Business: Survival of the Fittest, Minneapolis, MN, June 11, 2004.  This workshop will offer information on how to develop a government cost proposal to help capture allowable costs associated with SBIR/STTR projects. This course is ideal for those who are new to federal budgeting and cost accounting rules and regulations. For more information, contact: Pat Dillon at pdillon@mpi.org.
SBIR Checklist Workshop, Herndon, VA, July 15, 2004.  This half-day event provides guidance and direction to novice and experienced grant writers who are targeting an upcoming SBIR or STTR submission.  For more information, visit http://www.cit.org/calendar-details.asp#checklist, or contact Robert Brooke at rbrooke@cit.org, or 703-689-3080.
Deep South SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop, New Orleans, LA, September 30, 2004.  This workshop is sponsored by the LA Technology Transfer Office, MS Fast Program; and the UNO Research & Technology Foundation.  Topics include:  Strategic Planning and the SBIR / STTR Programs; Crafting Competitive Proposals and Grant Requests; Other Resources Available.  For more information, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or 410-315-8101. 

Other possible SBIR training opportunities include:

SBIR/STTR Phase I  Proposal Preparation Workshop, Melbourne, Florida, August 20, 2004.  

SBIR/STTR Proposal Preparation Workshop, Los Alamos area, New Mexico, September 1, 2004.  

SBIR/STTR Phase I & Cost Proposal Preparation Workshops, New Brunswick area, New Jersey, September 30-October 1, 2004. 

SBIR/STTR Phase II  Proposal Preparation Workshop, Melbourne, Florida, October 19, 2004. 

SBIR National Conference, Boise, Idaho, November 1-4, 2004. 

SBIR/STTR Phase II  Proposal Preparation Workshop, New Brunswick, New Jersey, December 9, 2004.

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at (239) 395-9446 (voice & fax) or g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.  

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

Department of Education (ED) NIDRR SBIR Grant Application, due June 1, 2004 (Letter of Intent due April 30), http://www.ed.gov/fund/grant/apply/grantapps/2004/84133s-1.html. 

National Science Foundation (NSF) FY2004 SBIR/STTR, due June 9, 2004; http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
Department of Defense (DoD) 2004.2 SBIR, due June 17, 2004; http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/ 
Public Health Service (PHS), National Institutes of Health (NIH)-Grants 2004-2, due August 1, December 1; http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm
STTR 

National Science Foundation (NSF) FY2004 SBIR/STTR, due June 9, 2004; http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
Public Health Service (PHS), National Institutes of Health (NIH)-Grants 2004-2, due August 1, December 1; http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm
COMING SOON

Department of Agriculture (DOA) FY2005 SBIR, expected June 6, 2004; http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/sbir/sbir.html
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) HSARPA FY04.2 SBIR, opens June 14, 2004 (on the web now); http://www.hsarpasbir.com/ 

Department of Defense (DoD) 2004.3 SBIR, opens July 1, 2004 (on the web now); http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/ 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

      http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/sbir/sbir.html 

Department of Commerce

      National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

         http://www.ofa.noaa.gov/~amd/sbirs/sbir.html
      National Institute of Standards and Technology

         http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

      http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

      http://www.dodsbir.net  
        Defense Technical Information Center

           http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

        Air Force

           http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

        Army

           http://www.aro.army.mil/arowash/rt/sbir/sbir.htm 

        Chemical and Biological Defense Program (CBD)

        Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA)

           http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

        Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA)

           http://www.dtra.mil/acq/business/acq%5Fsmallbus.html 

        Missile Defense Agency (MDA)

           http://www.winbmdo.com/
        Navy

           http://www.navysbir.com/
        National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA)

   http://www.nga.mil/cda/article2/0,2421,3104_11957_116398,00.html
        Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD)

        Special Operations Command (SOCOM)

           http://soal.socom.mil/index.cfm?page=sadbu&sb=sbir 

         SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

           http://dtica.dtic.mil/sbir/index.html 

Department of Education

      http://www.ed.gov/programs/sbir/index.html
Department of Energy

      http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir 

Homeland Security Advanced Research Projects Agency (HSARPA)

      http://www.hsarpasbir.com/  

Department of Transportation

      http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

      http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

      http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

      http://sbir.nasa.gov
National Science Foundation

      http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
Small Business Administration

      http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

NATIONAL RESOURCES (GOVERNMENT/NON-PROFIT)

CRIS (Current Research Information System)

      http://cris.csrees.usda.gov/
CRISP (Computer Retrieval of Information on Scientific Projects)

      http://www.crisp.cit.nih.gov/
Federal Business Opportunities

      http://www.fedbizopps.gov/
Grants.gov

      http://www.grants.gov
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory Economic Development Office

      http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBA Tech-Net

      http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

State Science and Technology Institute 

      http://www.ssti.org
STATE/REGIONAL SBIR AND SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

Arkansas SBDC SBIR/STTR Program

      http://www.asbdc.ualr.edu/sbir/grants/
SBIR Colorado

      http://www.sbircolorado.org/ 

Hawaii SBIR program (HDTC)

      http://www.htdc.org/sbir/ 

Idaho EPSCoR Program

      http://www.webs.uidaho.edu/sbir/
Indiana Industrial Research Liaison Program (IRLP)

      http://www.indiana.edu/~irlp/index.html
Minnesota Project Innovation

      http://www.mpi.org/
MoFAST: Moving Missouri's Innovations to Market

      www.mofast.net
NASA Illinois Commercialization Center (NICC)

      www.nasa-illinois.org 

North Carolina SBTDC SBIR Outreach

      http://www.sbtdc.org/technology/sbirsttr.asp 

Ohio SBIR Program

      http://www.odod.state.oh.us/tech/sbir/ 

Small Business High Technology Institute

      http://www.sbhti.org/
South Dakota SBIR Center

      http://www.sbir.dsu.edu 

Virginia’s Center for Innovative Technology

      http://www.cit.org/
Washington State Fed and State Tech Partnership Program (WaFAST)

      http://wafast.org/index.html
Washington State Small Business Development Center

      http://www.sbdc.wsu.edu 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative

      http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/
OTHER RESOURCES AND CONSULTING SERVICES

Berger & Associates

     www.berger-associates.com
Bid Data Line

      http://www.biddataline.com/fed/
Biotechnology Business Consultants, LLC

      http://www.bioconsultants.com
Centurion Technology

      http://www.centuriontechnology.com/
Cohen International, SBIR Consulting

      http://rogercohen.com/sbir
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

      http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net 

InKnowVation Online

      http://www.inknowvation.com
Innovation Partnership

      http://www.innovationpartnership.net/
Lytmos Group, LLC

      www.lytmos.com
National SBIR Conference Center

      http://sbirworld.com/
PBC SBIR Services

      www.sbirinfo.com
      www.sbirhelpdesk.com
      www.pbcinc.com
Piquero Insights, Inc.

      http://www.piqueroinc.com/
Research Editing

      http://www.researchediting.com 

SBIR Gateway 

      http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Resource Center

      http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

SciBiz Services

      http://www.scibiz.net/
ScienceWise.com

      http://www.sciencewise.com/.
Small Business Technology Coalition 

      http://www.sbtc.org
Tech BizSolutions, Inc.

      www.sbiraccounting.com  

The SBIR Coach - Fred Patterson

      http://www.SBIRcoach.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                  SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

    subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

    example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

        HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

