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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  ED FY03 SBIR Phase I Contract Solicitation Deadline Reminder
The deadline for the Department of Education (ED) FY03 SBIR Phase I Contract Solicitation is May 5, 2003.  One original and six copies of the proposal must be received at the address below by 2:00 P.M. Eastern Daylight Time:

U.S. Department of Education

Contracts and Purchasing Operations

Room 3069, ROB #3

GSA Building

7th and D Streets, S.W.

Washington, DC  20202-4447
For more information regarding the ED SBIR program, visit http://www.ed.gov/offices/IES/SBIR/. 
--  DOT 2003 SBIR Solicitation Deadline Reminder

The closing date for the 2003 Department of Transportation (DOT) SBIR Program Solicitation is May 1.  Proposals may be submitted via hard copy or electronically.  
For hard copy submissions, proposals must be postmarked NO LATER than May 1, 2003 to qualify for acceptance and consideration under the current DOT SBIR Program. An original and four copies of each proposal submitted under the DOT SBIR Program shall be sent to:

Joseph Henebury

DOT SBIR Program Director, DTS-22

U.S. DOT/RSPA/VNTSC

55 Broadway

Cambridge, MA 03142-1093

Telephone: 617/494-2051

Electronic proposals must be sent via e-mail to: henebury@volpe.dot.gov.  Proposals must be received by 5:00 p.m. on May 1, 2003.  In addition, you must submit a completed and signed hardcopy of Appendices A, B, and C postmarked no later than May 1st to the mailing address above.
--  NIH SBIR/STTR-Relevant Program Announcements and RFAs

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) SBIR web site 

(http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm) has a list of NIH 

SBIR/STTR-Relevant Program Announcements (PAs) and Requests for Applications (RFAs) that are taken from the NIH Guide Electronic Repository of Special Announcements for Small Business Research Opportunities (http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/index.html).  Four opportunities that may be of interest to the SBIR/STTR community have been added to the 'Special Announcements for Small Business Research Opportunities' page in the last few weeks.  The titles, numbers, Institute(s), web address, and receipt date(s) for these postings appear below: 
E-LEARNING FOR HAZMAT AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE (SBIR/STTR INITIATIVE)

(RFA-ES-03-008 – posted 4/18/03)

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-ES-03-008.html
Application Receipt Date:  August 19, 2003

CANCER PROGNOSIS AND PREDICTION: SBIR/STTR INITIATIVE  

(PAR-03-099 – posted 4/11/03)

National Cancer Institute 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-03-099.html
Application Receipt Date(s): June 11, 2003 and December 11, 2003 

COMPETING CONTINUATION AWARDS OF SBIR/STTR PHASE II GRANTS FOR DEVICE ASSESSMENT OR PRECLINICAL STUDIES  

(PA-03-085 – posted 3/21/03)

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-03-085.html  

Application Receipt Date(s): April 1, August 1, December 1 

FLEXIBLE SYSTEM TO ADVANCE INNOVATIVE RESEARCH FOR CANCER DRUG DISCOVERY  

(PAR-03-074 – posted 2/28/03)

National Cancer Institute
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-03-074.html  

Application Receipt Date(s): July 14, 2003 and November 14, 2003 

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics: Schmoozing in Phase 1 vs. Phase 2 Proposal Preparation
Copyright © 2003 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

If you’ve ever attended one of our workshops, you know we are big proponents of schmoozing with the agency before you prepare and submit an SBIR or STTR proposal.  Schmoozing is the process of getting to know the agency, the topic author, the application, the reviewer, their preferences -- basically it is trying to find out everything you can about agency and the topic on which you are proposing.  

Schmoozing in the Phase 1 proposal preparation process is very much a “getting to know you” proposition.  You may not know a lot about the agency or the topic, and the topic author and reviewers probably don’t know very much about you.  The “rules of engagement” are limiting:  for example, many agencies that make their SBIR awards as contracts will not allow you to communicate with the topic author once their solicitation has been officially released.  

Given this, schmoozing in the Phase 1 proposal preparation period requires that you work hard to identify the folks in the agency with whom you should schmooze, establish credibility for your company and your technology with them, and obeying any limits on agency contact during “black out” periods.

Schmoozing in Phase 2 proposal preparation is another animal.  Now you are a Phase 1 contract or grant recipient, and you have a need (and even a duty) to be in touch with the agency representatives to keep them apprised of the Phase 1 work.  At the same time, you should be taking the opportunity to schmooze with the agency about your Phase 2 proposal and project—ask the agency, for example, what direction they might like to see Phase 2 take, or any particular experiments or activities that they would like to see included in the Phase 2 project.

If Phase 1 proposal schmoozing is the “getting to know you”  period with the agency,  then your Phase 2 proposal marketing is “convince us that we want to work with you for  another two years.”  Do you do good research?  Are you easy to work with, or are you a whiner or complainer?  Are you attentive and stay in touch with the agency but aren’t a pest?  As Joe Henebury (SBIR Program Manager at the Department of Transportation) has said, who do you think the agency wants to work with in Phase 2—someone who disappeared and never communicated with the agency during the Phase 1 project, or someone who kept the agency informed and asked for advice during the Phase 1 effort?

We admit that the level or depth of interaction with a granting agency like NIH or USDA may be less during the Phase 2 schmoozing effort compared to contact agencies like DOD, NASA and DOT, because the reviewers for the granting agencies tend to be outside university/federal lab/industry folks and because these agencies are not Phase 3 customers.  But contact with staff at these granting agencies is still important.  They can provide insights and advice that are critical to insuring that your Phase 2 proposal is right on target and addresses the likely hot buttons of the reviewers.
Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

(239) 395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Spring Conference, Washington, DC, April 22-24, 2003.  Information regarding how to successfully apply for and manage SBIR and STTR awards for your small business R&D project will be provided.  Program managers, high level decision-makers, and procurement experts will be available to help identify markets and provide guidance on proposal writing.  Venture capitalists, "angel" investors, and representatives from more than 20 major corporations will participate, which may provide important access to new opportunities and the opportunity to share ideas and research. National experts will conduct seminars on commercialization, capitalization, and business and technology management.  Contact DoD SBIR at dod_sbir@brtrc.com, or visit http://www.dodsbir.net/springconf03/ for more information.

5th Annual NIH SBIR/STTR Conference, NIH Campus in Bethesda, Maryland, June 2-3, 2003.  The first day of this 2-day conference will focus on the nuts and bolts of the NIH SBIR/STTR, and the second is devoted to getting SBIR/STTR-developed products to the market.  Registration is free but mandatory.  Visit the website at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/SBIRConf2003/index.htm to view the agenda and to register.  For more information, contact Ms. Sarah Shane, 301-435-2728, shane@od.nih.gov.

National Fall SBIR Conference, Cleveland, Ohio, October 27-30, 2003.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Department of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this 2003 National Fall SBIR/STTR Conference. Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on- one opportunities.  For more information contact Sharon DelaBarre at 360-683-5742 or sbir@dbamlg.com, or visit www.SBIRworld.com.  
REGIONAL

National SBIR/STTR Conference, Washington, DC, April 22-24, 2003.  Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide a brief Phase 2 proposal writing session as part of the conference.  For additional details on this conference visit http://www.dodsbir.net/springconf03/.  
SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop (SM), Univ. of MD, Shady Grove, MD, April 25, 2003.  This workshop, sponsored by Maryland TEDCO, and Univ. of MD, Shady Grove, will provide a strategic understanding of SBIR & STTR, tools for deciding if you should pursue SBIR/STTR, and full information on how to successfully acquire SBIR/STTR funding (includes real-time proposal consulting in class). Instruction & workbooks provided by the SBIR Resource Center.  For more information, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or Contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or (410) 315-8101.  

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop, Wichita, Kansas, April 29-May 1, 2003.  This workshop includes a strong overview of the SBIR program, a discussion on how the programs are changing over time (and among agencies), and then a detailed description of a four-step process for preparing a competitive Phase I SBIR proposal. Several representatives of the SBIR/STTR awarding agencies will be present at this event, which will provide you with the opportunity to meet one-on-one.  Cost proposal and basic Phase 2 information will also be presented.  For more information, contact tag_sckedd@yahoo.com, tag@sckedd.org, or Richard Brown at 316-262-7035 or visit www.sckedd.org.

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop, Santa Fe, New Mexico, May 7, 2003.  This workshop includes a strong overview of the SBIR and STTR programs, discussion how the programs are changing over time (and among agencies), and then a detailed description of a four step process for preparing a competitive Phase I SBIR/STTR proposal.  For more information contact leann.azar@lmco.com or call Ms. Azar at 505-843-4109.

SBIR Informational Workshop, Arlington, VA, May 14, 2003.  The Arlington Small Business Development Center (Arlington SBDC), Virgina's Center for Innovative Technology(CIT) and the Washington Emerging Technologies Center (WETC) present a special Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Informational Session. The session provides an overview of the SBIR program and information on what steps small high technology firms need to undertake in order to gain a contract or grant.  For more information contact Darrell Williams at 202-547-1825 or darrell@wetcinc.com, or visit http://www.wetcinc.com/workshops/ASBCD.htm. 
Third annual Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative (WSSI) Conference and Exhibit, Rock Springs, Wyoming, May 28 and 29, 2003.  Conference information including a full agenda is available at http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/frm_confinfo.html.  For more information contact Jill Kline, WSSI Outreach Coordinator, at 307.682.2660 or toll free at 866.703.3280 or jillkline@vcn.com.

* Phase 1 Proposal Preparation workshop, Rock Springs, Wyoming, May 28-30, 2003.  This workshop will be presented as part of the Wyoming SBIR/STTR Conference (see above).  It includes an SBIR/STTR overview, updates on recent changes in the programs, and discussion of a four step process for preparing a competitive Phase I SBIR/STTR proposal. 
SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop (SM), Univ. of MD, Shady Grove, MD, May 29, 2003.  This workshop, sponsored by Maryland TEDCO, and Univ. of MD, Shady Grove, will provide a strategic understanding of SBIR & STTR, tools for deciding if you should pursue SBIR/STTR, and full information on how to successfully acquire SBIR/STTR funding (includes real-time proposal consulting in class). Instruction & workbooks provided by the SBIR Resource Center.  For more information, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or Contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or (410) 315-8101.  

* Phase I and Cost Proposal Workshops, Lebanon, New Hampshire, June 3-4, 2003.  The Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop will take place on day 1 and will provide a strong overview of the SBIR and STTR programs, discuss how the programs are changing over time (and among agencies), and then cover in detail a four step process for preparing a competitive Phase I SBIR/STTR proposal.  The second day will be a Cost Proposal workshop which will describe government accounting and the SBIR/STTR cost proposal.  You will also learn about audits of SBIR/STTR projects, and what the agencies expect you to keep in the way of records during your grant or contract.  To register, contact Cathy.Herlihy@state.vt.us or call Ms. Herlihy at 802-828-5909 for more information.  
* SBIR/STTR Phase II Proposal Preparation workshop, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, June 5, 2003.  This workshop will cover everything from Phase II "basics" to pointers on preparing a competitive Phase II proposal.  Attendees will have a chance to review and comment on a sample Phase 2 proposal.  For more information, contact sbir@sbtdc.org.  
* Phase 1 Proposal Preparation workshop, Ft Lauderdale, Florida, June 12, 2003.  This workshop will be presented as part of the Tapping Federal Resources for Technology Innovation Conference.  It will be followed by presentations from NASA and U.S. Army STRICOM  about their technology interests and their agencies' SBIR/STTR programs.  Check out www.edc-tech.org or contact ckennelly@edc-tech.org  for more information.  
SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop (SM), Fairfax, Virginia, June 12, 2003.  This workshop, sponsored by the Procurement Technical Assistance Program at George Mason University and 

Virginia's Center for Innovative Technology (CIT), will provide a strategic understanding of SBIR & STTR, tools for deciding if you should pursue SBIR/STTR, and full information on how to successfully acquire SBIR/STTR funding (includes real-time proposal consulting in class). Instruction & workbooks provided by the SBIR Resource Center.  For more information, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or Contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or (410) 315-8101.

Spring SBIR Proposal Writing Workshop, Gardiner , ME, June 12, 2003.  Updated SBIR/STTR proposal writing workshop that will include an introduction to the program, agency differences, contents of a competitive proposal and how to develop an indirect cost rate.  Maine small businesses, service providers, consultants, university members, and others are encouraged to attend.  For more information contact Karen West Morgan at kwest1@maine.rr.com or 207-767-2031 or visit the Maine Technology Institute at www.mainetechnology.org.   
SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop (SM), Univ. of MD, Shady Grove, MD, June 17, 2003.  This workshop, sponsored by Maryland TEDCO, and the Patuxent Partnership, will provide a strategic understanding of SBIR & STTR, tools for deciding if you should pursue SBIR/STTR, and full information on how to successfully acquire SBIR/STTR funding (includes real-time proposal consulting in class). Instruction & workbooks provided by the SBIR Resource Center.  For more information, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or Contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or (410) 315-8101.  

Spring SBIR Proposal Writing Workshop, South Portland , ME, June 17, 2003.  Updated SBIR/STTR proposal writing workshop that will include an introduction to the program, agency differences, contents of a competitive proposal and how to develop an indirect cost rate.  Maine small businesses, service providers, consultants, university members, and others are encouraged to attend.  For more information contact Karen West Morgan at kwest1@maine.rr.com or 207-767-2031 or visit the Maine Technology Institute at www.mainetechnology.org.   
SBIR Phase I Workshop, Lawton, Oklahoma, June 17-18, 2003.  This workshop, sponsored by the Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of Science and Technology (OCAST), will provide a basic understanding of the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs as well as a strategy for participating in these programs. Instructors will provide hands-on instruction for government cost accounting and a process for developing a competitive proposal.  Register on-line at http://www.ocast.state.ok.us/workshops.htm or contact Vicke' Adams at vickea@meridian-technology.com or (405) 377-2220.

* Phase I and Cost Proposal Workshops, Grand Forks, North Dakota, June 18-19, 2003. The Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop will take place on day 1 and will provide a strong overview of the SBIR and STTR programs, discuss how the programs are changing over time (and among agencies), and then cover in detail a four step process for preparing a competitive Phase I SBIR/STTR proposal.  The second day will be a Cost Proposal workshop which will describe government accounting and the SBIR/STTR cost proposal.  You will also learn about audits of SBIR/STTR projects, and what the agencies expect you to keep in the way of records during your grant or contract.   To register, contact stephanie.blair@und.nodak.edu.  

Spring SBIR Proposal Writing Workshop, Orono , ME, June 24, 2003.  Updated SBIR/STTR proposal writing workshop that will include an introduction to the program, agency differences, contents of a competitive proposal and how to develop an indirect cost rate.  Maine small businesses, service providers, consultants, university members, and others are encouraged to attend.  For more information contact Karen West Morgan at kwest1@maine.rr.com or 207-767-2031 or visit the Maine Technology Institute at www.mainetechnology.org.   
SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop (SM), Columbus, OH, July, 2003.  This workshop, sponsored by Ohio's Manufacturing SBDC Network, will provide a strategic understanding of SBIR & STTR, tools for deciding if you should pursue SBIR/STTR, and full information on how to successfully acquire SBIR/STTR funding (includes real-time proposal consulting in class). Instruction & workbooks provided by the SBIR Resource Center.  For more information, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or Contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or (410) 315-8101.  

SWIFT IV Tour, Pacific Northwest, September 18-25, 2003.  Includes stops in Boise, ID; Reno, NV; Salt Lake City, UT; Sacramento, CA; Portland, OR; Seattle, WA.  Details will be posted when available.  For more information, contact Jo Anne Goodnight, NIH SBIR/STTR Program Coordinator, at 301-435-2688 or jg128w@nih.gov, or visit http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm. 
Other possible SBIR training opportunities include:

* SBIR Conferences, various late spring/early summer dates & locations throughout Florida

* Phase 1 Proposal Preparation Workshop, Gainesville, Florida, July 25, 2003

* Phase 1 Proposal Preparation Workshop, Norfolk, Virginia, July 30, 2003

* Phase 1 Proposal Preparation Workshop, Boise, Idaho, September 19, 2003 (tentative)
* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at (239) 395-9446 (voice & fax) or g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.  

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

DOT 2003 SBIR, due 5/1/03

ED SBIR FY03 Contract Solicitation, due 5/5/03

EPA SBIR (Regular and 3 special), due 5/23/03 

NIMH-03-SBIR-Phase I, 5/28/03 

ED SBIR Grant Application, due 6/3/03

STTR 

COMING SOON

NSF SBIR/STTR (AM & IT only), expected 5/12/03 (on the web now)

USDA FY04 SBIR 2, expected 6/2/03
NASA SBIR/STTR, expected 7/7/03
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/sbir.html
     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.dodsbir.net  
       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.navysbir.brtrc.com
       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.winbmdo.com
       Special Operations Acquisition Center (SOAC)

          http://soal.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm
        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/IES/SBIR/
Department of Energy

     http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

National SBIR Conference Center

     http://sbirworld.com/
South Dakota SBIR Center

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative

     http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/
MoFAST: Moving Missouri's Innovations to Market

     www.mofast.net
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
SBIR Gateway 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

Innovation Partnership

     http://www.innovationpartnership.net/ 

PBC SBIR Services

     www.sbirinfo.com
     www.sbirhelpdesk.com
     www.pbcinc.com
SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
InKnowVation Online

     http://www.inknowvation.com
Bid Data Line

     http://www.biddataline.com/fed/
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

     http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net 

SBIR Consulting & Support

     http://www.SBIR-Support.com 

Washington State Fed and State Tech Partnership Program (WaFAST)

     http://wafast.org/index.html
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

