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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   

--  Special Notice Regarding NIH Acceptance of SBIR/STTR Applications/Proposals That Exceed The Statutory Funding Guidelines
In response to the SBIR Proposal Writing Tip titled 'SBIR Proposal Writing Basics: Variability in NIH Funding Limits' that appeared in the February 20 issue of the SBIR-Alert, we received clarification from Jo Anne Goodnight, NIH SBIR/STTR Program Coordinator, that provides guidance to NIH SBIR/STTR applicants.

Her notice and summary appear below:

The singular most important point to understand is that applicants are encouraged to contact NIH staff throughout the entire application, review and award process -- but especially, prior to submission of an application to discuss scientific and budgetary aspects of a potential SBIR/STTR project.

Although there is no requirement for applicants to obtain permission to submit a budget request above the guidelines, if they choose to exceed the statutory guidelines, they MUST justify the request in narrative format. (CDC and FDA do not make awards greater than the stated guidelines.) The justification is used by the peer review group to assess the appropriateness of the budget request, and it is subsequently used by NIH program and grants management staff.

NIH has not changed its policy and will continue to accept applications/proposals deviating from the guidelines provided that the requests are appropriate, well justified, and supported by the aims and tasks of the research plans.

In addition to the Omnibus Solicitation for SBIR/STTR Grant Applications (e.g., PHS 2004-2), NIH also uses the NIH Guide for Grants and Contracts to announce new and emerging research interests. These funding opportunities are issued as Program Announcements (PAs) or Request for Applications (RFAs). Applicants must read the RFA or PA carefully for special instructions, including budget and project period limitations. The instructions in the RFA or PA may differ from the general instructions, and they supersede the general instructions. For example, budgetary and time restrictions are set for Competing Continuation Phase II applications (see the PHS 2004-2 Solicitation).

To summarize:

1)  applicants are strongly encouraged to contact appropriate NIH staff listed in the Awarding Component/Agency Contact Information Table (PDF or MS Word) prior to submission of any application to discuss the project and budget;

2)  applicants are not required to obtain prior approval from NIH staff to submit SBIR/STTR applications that deviate from the budget/project period guidelines; and

3)  applicants must follow any special instructions specified for a PA, RFA or competing continuation Phase II application. For more information regarding this topic as well as the NIH SBIR/STTR program in general, contact:

Jo Anne Goodnight

NIH SBIR/STTR Program Coordinator

6705 Rockledge Drive

Rockledge I Building, Room 3534

Bethesda MD 20892

ph: 301-435-2688

fax: 301-480-0146

email: jg128w@nih.gov 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

        HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

