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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE

--  Revised ED SBIR Website and Grant/Contract Release Date 

--  DoD SBIR Solicitation 2003.1 Proposal Submission Saga

--  DOE FY 2003 Program Solicitation Application Update

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  Revised ED SBIR Website and Grant/Contract Release Date 

The announcement below concerning the unveiling of the new ED SBIR web site was recently distributed by Lee Eiden, Program Coordinator for the Department of Education SBIR program.  You are encouraged to browse this revised site as well as to mark your calendar for March 5 when the FY 2003 Phase I Grant Application Package and Contract Solicitation will be released.

Over the past several months, there have been a number of organizational changes and restructuring initiatives across the Department of Education (ED). 

One outcome of these events was the archiving of the former ED Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program’s website.  We are pleased to inform you that this morning (February 5th), the Department launched a new ED SBIR website.

The NEW URL is as follows:

http://www.ed.gov/offices/IES/SBIR/ 

Most of the information from the former website has been updated or revised.  It includes the following categories:

What’s New

-  highlights information on FY 2003 Program Announcements and SBIR Conferences.

About SBIR

-  furnishes general background information on the SBIR program;

-  provides hyperlinks to the recent “SBIR Policy Directive;”

-  identifies participating ED Program Offices and Award Levels; and,

-  presents Historical Statistics on the ED SBIR Program.

Application

-  FY 2003 Grant and Contract Solicitation dates and access information.

Awards

-  This section is under transition and redevelopment.

FAQs

-  Frequently Asked Questions and answers to reflect recent changes resulting from the SBA SBIR Policy Directive.

SBIR Links

-  to the other SBIR Agency Programs; 

-  pertinent ED Program Offices and Grant and Contract information; 

-  prominent SBIR Resource Portals; and, 

-  Related Federal Technology Policy, Research, and Servers websites.

Contacts

-  Useful names, addresses, phone numbers and emails for persons to assist you within the Department of Education.

We are also working to transition the popular “SBIR State Support Entities” component of our website.  Once completed it will be added to the “Links” section

Just as the SBIR Program is about constant improvement and innovation, we seek to constantly improve and innovate our website.

I hope that you will find it helpful.

Sincerely,

Lee Eiden

Program Coordinator

U.S. Department of Education

Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program

Room 508D, Capitol Place

555 New Jersey Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20208-5644

Telephone:   (202) 219-2004

Fax:              (202) 219-1407

Email:            lee.eiden@ed.gov 

--  DoD SBIR Solicitation 2003.1 Proposal Submission Saga

Recent visitors to the Department of Defense (DoD) SBIR/STTR web site (http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/) can not help but notice the following announcement that appears automatically in a pop-up window:

‘NOTICE - - - Department of Defense (DoD) SBIR Solicitation 2003.1

When the proposal submission deadline for DoD SBIR Solicitation 2003.1 arrived at 5:00 PM EST on January 15, 2003 over 7,200 proposals were submitted. A number of companies were not able to submit their proposals because of heavy traffic on the DoD Electronic Submission Site.

The solicitation is clear that the deadline for electronic proposals was 5:00 PM on January 15, 2003, and that the deadline is firm. The solicitation also cautions that "As the close date draws near, heavy traffic on the web server may cause delays. Plan ahead and leave ample time to prepare and submit your proposals."

Accordingly, after careful consideration of the factors involved in the submission of proposals for this solicitation, it has been determined that proposals not received in the manner prescribed in the solicitation by the specified proposal submission deadline will not be accepted.’

Needless to say, the inability of companies to submit their proposals has caused a significant backlash, and as a result, the entire DoD 2003.1 SBIR solicitation process reportedly is on hold.  The SBIR Gateway web site has been chronicling the events following the submission deadline.  To view information regarding this saga, including links to editorials from people significantly involved in the SBIR community, visit http://www.zyn.com/sbir/.  

The SBIR-Alert does not endorse the views that may be presented here, but felt it was important to bring light to this subject considering it affected so many companies and could have an impact - positive or negative - on the electronic submission process for DoD as well as other agencies.

--  DOE FY 2003 Program Solicitation Application Update

The Department of Energy recently posted the following update on their SBIR/STTR web site:

We have received 1227 grant applications in response to our FY 2003 Program Solicitation that closed on January 14, 2003.  All of the grant applications have been logged into our database and we have mailed acknowledgment letters to all applicants (business officials).  Please let us know immediately if you do not receive a letter from us.  You can call 301-903-1414.  We will not reveal the status of your application until award selections are made the end of May 2003. 

Below is a breakdown of the grant applications received per program area.  In most cases, grant applications are in competition with other grant applications received under the technical topics from the same technical program area.  Example:  If you submitted to topic 21 in Energy Efficiency (EE), then your application will be in competition with others from topic 21 and the rest of the EE topics (22 through 26). 

Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation (Topics 1-3) = received 82 applications

Biological and Environmental Research (Topics 4-9) = received 140 applications

Environmental Management (Topics 10-11) = received 38 applications

Nuclear Energy (Topic 12) = received 15 applications

Basic Energy Sciences (Topics 13-20) = received 222 applications

Energy Efficiency (Topics 21-26) = received 287 applications

Fossil Energy (Topics 27-32) = received 169 applications

Fusion Energy Sciences (Topics 33-35) = received 66 applications

Nuclear Physics (Topics 36-39) = received 56 applications

Advanced Scientific and Computing Research (Topics 40-41) = received 62 applications

High Energy Physics (Topics 42-47) = received 87 applications

Note:  3 applications had no topic identified. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 11-14, 2003.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Department of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this 2003 National SBIR Conference. Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on- one opportunities. Registration is now open!  For detailed program, registration, hotel and travel information, visit the SBIR National Conference Center Website:  http://www.sbirworld.com/nm, email: sbir@dbamlg.com or call the SBIR Conference Center at 360-683-5742. 

National SBIR Spring Conference, Washington, DC, April 22-24, 2003.  Information regarding how to successfully apply for and manage SBIR and STTR awards for your small business R&D project will be provided.  Program managers, high level decision-makers, and procurement experts will be available to help identify markets and provide guidance on proposal writing.  Venture capitalists, "angel" investors, and representatives from more than 20 major corporations will participate, which may provide important access to new opportunities and the opportunity to share ideas and research. National experts will conduct seminars on commercialization, capitalization, and business and technology management.  Contact DoD SBIR at dod_sbir@brtrc.com, or visit http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/conferences/index.htm for more information.

REGIONAL

SBIR Training Workshop, Washington, DC February 08, 2003.  This SBIR monthly training workshop features four interactive sessions: Proposal Preparation, Intellectual Property Protection, Technology Product Commercialization, and Cost Proposal Development. The series is designed to help small high technology firms gain and grow their companies with a SBIR/STTR contract or grant.  For more information, contact Darrell Williams at staff@wetcinc.com or phone 202-547-1825, or visit the following web site:  http://www.wetcinc.com/workshops/schedule_reg.html.

Phase 1 Bidder's Workshop for Maryland Companies, University of Maryland, Baltimore County, MD, February 10, 2003. Workshop includes approaches to the Phase 1 application, development of project plans, and suggestions for what research to do before you write. Sponsored by the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Maryland Technology Development Corporation and the Maryland Minority SBIR Initiative. All Maryland companies welcome. For more information, contact: Morgan Allyn at mallyn@marylandtedco.org or phone 410-715-4165, or visit the following web site: www.marylandtedco.org. 

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop, Newark, Delaware, February 25, 2003.  This workshop will cover everything from the basics of the SBIR/STTR programs to a logical process for developing a competitive proposal.  For more information, contact barrywil@udel.edu.

* Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Princeton, New Jersey, February 28, 2003.  This workshop will outline the differences between Phase I and Phase II, the increased variability in how each SBIR agency treats its Phase II projects, what to emphasize in your Phase II proposal and commercialization of an SBIR technology.  Contact RandyGHarmon@aol.com for more information on this workshop.

Phase 1 Bidder's Workshop for Maryland Companies, Morgan State University, MD, March 6, 2003. Workshop includes approaches to the Phase 1 application, development of project plans, and suggestions for what research to do before you write. Sponsored by the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Maryland Technology Development Corporation and the Maryland Minority SBIR Initiative. All Maryland companies welcome. For more information, contact: Morgan Allyn at mallyn@marylandtedco.org, or visit the following web site: www.marylandtedco.org. 

* Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, March 11th, and Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop on the afternoon of the 14th as part of the National SBIR Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 11-14, 2003.  Visit www.SBIRworld.com for more information and to register.

* SBIR/STTR Phase II and Cost Proposal Preparation workshops, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, March 18-19, 2003.  This event will cover everything from Phase II "basics" to pointers on preparing a competitive Phase II proposal, as well as discussions on government accounting and important concepts like indirect rates, audits, and unallowable costs.  For more information, contact dluton@ocast.state.ok.us.  

Southeast SBIR Conference, Atlanta, GA, March 19, 2003.  This full day program will include a workshop that provides an overview of the SBIR/STTR programs and Phase I proposal preparation, presentations by federal agencies involved in the SBIR program with opportunities for one-on-one meetings with these agency representatives, a panel of SBIR award winners, and presentations on SBIR assistance programs.  Sponsored by Georgia Tech’s NASA SERTTC, University of Georgia’s SBDC, the North Carolina SBTDC and the South Carolina Technology Alliance.  For more information contact John Mills at 706-649-1661 or john.mills@edi.gatech.edu or visit the following web site:  www.sbdc.uga.edu/sbir.

Nation's Capitol Spring Workshop, Fairfax, VA, March 20, 2003.  This workshop will offer a strategic understanding of the SBIR and STTR Programs; tools for deciding if you or your firm should pursue SBIR/STTR; and methods for how to successfully develop business in SBIR/STTR.  The workshop is sponsored by: Procurement Technical Assistance Program at George Mason Univ.   For local information, contact Dana Slaughter at dslaugh1@gmu.edu, or visit the SBIR Resources Center web site at http://www.win-sbir.com/.  

* Health Sciences Oriented SBIR Phase I and II Proposal Workshops, Iowa City, Iowa, March 26-27, 2003.  The first day will start with a comprehensive presentation regarding the SBIR and STTR programs at the National Institutes of Health by the NIH SBIR Program Manager, Joanne Goodnight, followed by a Phase 1 proposal preparation workshop, focusing on the health sciences.  The second day will focus on Phase 2 of the SBIR/STTR program, emphasizing the health sciences.  Relevant Phase 2 issues including what to emphasize in your Phase 2 proposal, and on commercialization as it pertains to the Phase 2 proposal and project will be covered.  For more information or to register, contact lograsso@iastate.edu. 

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop, Harrisburg area, Pennsylvania, April 3,2003.  This workshop will cover everything from the basics of the SBIR/STTR programs to a logical process for developing a competitive proposal.  For more information contact jde10@psu.edu.  

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop, Erie, Pennsylvania, April 4,2003 (tentative).  This workshop will cover everything from the basics of the SBIR/STTR programs to a logical process for developing a competitive proposal.  For more information or registration, contact Gary Miller at 570-722-5854.

Other possible SBIR training opportunities include:

* Phase I SBIR Proposal Preparation Workshop, Little Rock, Arkansas, April 1-2, 2003 (tentative)

* Phase I and Cost Proposal Workshops, Tucson, Arizona, April 15-16, 2003 (tentative)

* National SBIR Conference, Washington, DC, April 22-24, 2003

* Regional SBIR Conference, Wichita, Kansas, April 29-May 1, 2003

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal (this offer does not apply to the January 23, March 11, or March 14th workshops).  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.  

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

DHHS-NIH SBIR/STTR (Grants), due 4/1/03 (1st of several dates)
DOD STTR 2003-1, due 4/16/03 (accepting proposals 3/3/03)

STTR

COMING SOON

DOT 2003 SBIR, expected 2/14/03

NSF SBIR/STTR (AM & IT only), expected 3/1/03

ED SBIR Grant Application and Solicitation, expected 3/5/03

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/sbir.html
     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.dodsbir.net  
       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.navysbir.brtrc.com
       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.winbmdo.com
       Special Operations Acquisition Center (SOAC)

          http://soal.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm
        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/IES/SBIR/
Department of Energy

     http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

National SBIR Conference Center

     http://sbirworld.com/
South Dakota SBIR Center

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative

     http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/
MoFAST: Moving Missouri's Innovations to Market

     www.mofast.net
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
SBIR Gateway 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

PBC SBIR Services

     www.sbirinfo.com
     www.sbirhelpdesk.com
     www.pbcinc.com
SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
InKnowVation Online

     http://www.inknowvation.com
Bid Data Line

     http://www.biddataline.com/fed/
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

     http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net 

SBIR Consulting & Support

     http://www.SBIR-Support.com 

Washington State Fed and State Tech Partnership Program (WaFAST)

     http://wafast.org/index.html
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

