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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at http://www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  NIH 2005 SBIR Contract Solicitation Additional CDC Topics
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) posted the following announcement on their Small Business Funding Opportunities website (http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm) on August 31, 2004:
“The NIH/CDC 2005 SBIR Contract Solicitation that was released in early August has been amended to include the following six technical topics from the National Center for HIV, STD and TB Prevention (NCHSTP): 
- Technology to develop handheld amplification test for sexually transmitted infections; 
- Technology to develop an ambient temperature specimen transport system; 
- System to concentrate and purify nucleic acids from whole blood; 
- Development of novel genotyping procedures for Mycobacterium tuberculosis; 
- New Laboratory Tests for Tuberculosis and Detection of Drug Resistance; 
- A Delivery System for Patient-Delivered Partner Treatment for Sexually Transmitted Disease Control. 
This amendment does not affect the proposal receipt date of November 5, 2004.”
--  NIH Program Announcement (PA-04-156) released
On September 3rd, the National Institutes of Health (NIH) released a Program Announcement (PA-04-156) titled ‘BIOENGINEERING APPROACHES TO ENERGY BALANCE AND OBESITY (SBIR/STTR).’  The participating organizations include the following: 

National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI)

National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering (NIBIB)

National Institute of Diabetes & Digestive & Kidney Diseases

National Cancer Institute (NCI)

National Institute on Aging (NIA) 
The purpose of the Program Announcement is to “solicit applications to develop and validate new and innovative bioengineering technology to address clinical problems related to energy balance, intake, and expenditure. Novel sensors, devices, imaging, and other approaches are expected to be developed and evaluated by collaborating engineers, physical scientists, and scientists from other relevant disciplines with expertise in obesity and nutrition. The goal is to increase the number of useful technologies and tools available to scientists to facilitate their research in energy balance and health. Eventually these research tools should facilitate therapeutic advances and behavioral changes to address such problems as weight control and obesity.”
Applications submitted in response to this program announcement will be accepted at the standard application deadlines (April 1, August 1, December 1) through August 1, 2007. 

Visit http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-04-156.html for the complete text of this announcement.
--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip 

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:  Getting Paid 

Copyright© 2004 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

When you write an SBIR or STTR proposal, you should have several objectives in mind.  One, of course, is to win and get a contract or grant.  Another is to propose a project that will lead to a significant Phase III opportunity to commercialize and sell product or services.  A third is to charge appropriate indirect rates (aka overhead, G&A, F&A rates) and a fee/profit to ensure that you make money (or at least don’t lose any).  A fourth is to establish credibility for your firm and open doors for future government grants or contracts.

So what other objective could you possibly have?  We think the other objective should be to get yourself paid as quickly as possible.

Now some of you are thinking that we must be profit mongers to make such a statement.  But the reality is that you are a small (maybe even a start-up) business, and small businesses commonly fail because they don’t collect revenue quickly enough to pay their bills and survive. Even profitable small businesses can fail if they don’t collect revenue quickly enough—as a simple example, imagine your company gets a $10 million contract that costs you only $8 million to perform—that means you are going to make $2 million on the project, making it HIGHLY profitable.  But now let’s say the project has to be completed this month, but you won’t get paid until this time next year—you have to incur all costs of labor, materials, equipment, etc. to perform the contract NOW but you don’t get paid for it until THEN.  At least some of our companies would go belly up between now and then.

So how do you get paid quicker on an SBIR/STTR project?  It starts with the cost proposal.  Some agencies have a question on their cost proposal form that says something like “As part of this award, will you require Federal Government financing?  If so, explain.”  Most normal people don’t understand what that means, and since you have to explain if you answer “yes,” many SBIR/STTR proposers answer “no.”  The interpretation of a “no” answer is that you will complete the ENTIRE SBIR/STTR project, have your final report accepted, send an invoice and THEN you will be paid sometime later.  So the first thing you can do to get paid faster is to answer “yes” to any such question on the cost proposal of your SBIR/STTR proposal.  So what do you put after “Explain:”?  See the next two paragraphs for that answer.

Another important part of the cost proposal that affects how you will get paid is the type of payment you request.  There are three basic types:  advance, progress, and partial/milestone. Advance means that the agency pays you “in advance” of doing the work—in other words you get some seed money up front to get you started.  Progress means that you bill as you “progress” on doing the work—in other words, you get paid after you do some work.  Partial/milestone can best be explained in the context of Progress payments.  Progress payments often require a pre-award audit of your accounting system to convince the Federal government that your accounting system is adequate for tracking and billing such progress.  If you are like most folks, you probably don’t want to hold up starting the SBIR/STTR project while such an audit is performed and you make any corrections required because of the audit’s findings.  Therefore, you can request a Partial or Milestone payment which usually avoids the pre award audit but still allows you to get paid every month or so as you work on the SBIR/STTR project.  Under this payment mechanism, you can invoice and get paid as you reach certain milestones, such as when you deliver monthly reports.

Why, you ask, would you want a Partial or Milestone payment if you can get an Advance payment?  After all, getting paid BEFORE you do the work sure beats getting paid AFTERWARDS.  The answer is that many agencies do not make advance payment awards under their SBIR/STTR programs.  As a general rule, agencies that make their awards as contracts (vs. grants) do not use the advance payment mechanism.  However, it never hurts to ask on your cost proposal for advance payments—just be prepared to retreat to Partial or Milestone payments if the government balks during negotiations. 

The next place where you can speed up the payment process is in understanding the rules and conditions of your grant or contract that affect payment.  Do you have to submit an invoice or voucher, and if so, is there a particular form or format that must be used?  Do you make a request electronically? Does the agency pay you electronically, in which case you have to sign up with your bank to receive electronic payment?  Can you only get paid when you can demonstrate that you have incurred costs on the SBIR/STTR project?  Do you have all the ID numbers, codes, purchase order numbers, etc. required to submit a valid request?  These are important questions that you should ask during negotiations, and continue to ask until you get the hang of how your agency works.  We find this to be a great time to be humble:  POLITELY ask the agency for help in understanding the process, terminology, and how to track your request as it goes through their system.  Don’t be derogatory, don’t complain about the hoops that you have to jump through, don’t suggest that you need to tell your Congressperson about the stupid system—none of this will help get you paid any time soon.  You also might ask for help from another government contractor in your area that has experience with the same agency: sometimes they will give you some tips on getting paid.

A final place where you can speed up the payment process is in meeting all of your obligations in a timely manner.  There are two specific places where your tardiness can hurt you.  The first is being slow to invoice:  if the end of the month rolls around and you are eligible to submit an invoice, but you are “too busy” to prepare it until the 20th of the next month, then you’ve just caused yourself a 20 day delay in getting paid.  The solution here is to simply make preparing and submitting invoices a top priority.  The second place is being slow to complete your project. In most cases, you will not get paid the last part of your SBIR/STTR grant or contract until you finish the work, turn in the final report, and turn in any final required paperwork.  Therefore, if you futz around doing these things, you are your own worst enemy.  Likewise, do not casually use those “no cost extensions” of time that many agencies offer companies to complete an SBIR/STTR project: it’s “no cost” to the government, while it’s “no pay” to your company.
Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

(239) 395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)
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               CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

2004 Fall National SBIR/STTR Conference and Small Business Tech Expo (SBTE), Boise, ID, November 1-4, 2004.  This conference will provide participants with multiple opportunities to meet and network with SBIR and STTR Program Managers, and fellow attendees, including SBIR/STTR award winners, speakers, and experts from businesses and the government willing to work with you to move your business ahead. Conference participation also guarantees entry into the co-located Small Business Tech Expo (SBTE) sponsored in part by NASA. The expo will showcase new technologies, support services available to small business and technology development, and commercialization opportunities. For program, registration, and hotel and travel information, visit the SBIR/STTR National Conference Website:  http://www.SBIRworld.com/Boise, email: sbir@dbamlg.com, or call the SBIR Conference Center at 360-683-5742.
REGIONAL

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Workshop & Phase II Overview, Louisville, Kentucky, September 10, 2004.  The bulk of the workshop will cover the basics of the SBIR program, and will provide a four-step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  A discussion of Phase II SBIR/STTR will take place toward the end of the workshop.  This workshop is being held in concert with the SWIFT Tour by representatives of the SBIR/STTR agencies who will be making presentations in Louisville on the 9th.  For more information or to register, contact mjain@kstc.com or call (859) 255.3613, 230. 

SBIR:  Where Innovation Focuses Technology Conference, Memphis, TN, September 10, 2004.  This conference, sponsored by the FedEx Institute of Technology, University of Memphis, is focused on economic development and assisting small businesses obtain Federal funds for research.  For more information, contact Terry L. Payne at paynetl@ornl.gov or 865-574-0008, or visit http://public.ornl.gov/sbir/.  

How To Win SBIR Financing, East Hartford, CT, September 13-14, 2004.  Two identical workshops, sponsored by Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology (CCAT), will take place on back-to-back days.  They are designed to train senior personnel how to: think strategically about SBIR/STTR; appreciate the applicant’s perspective vs the Government’s; pick a winnable topic and make BID/NO BID decisions, and more.  For additional information visit http://sbir.us/course.html, or contact John Davis at 410-315-8101, or SBIR@win-sbir.com.

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Muncie, Indiana, September 14, 2004.  This workshop will take place in conjunction with the SBIR/STTR agencies SWIFT Tour (which will visit Indianapolis on Sept 15th), and cover the basics of the SBIR program, and provide a four-step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  Contact mwindhorst@bsu.edu for more information. 

SBIR/STTR Workshop, Naperville, IL, September 14, 2004.  This workshop, which is part of the SWIFT V outreach tour, and is sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and the Illinois Technology Enterprise Center (ITEC) Network, will include funding opportunity discussions and one-on-one meeting opportunities with agency Program Managers and companies.  For more information, contact Christy  Snider at 815-753-8972 or csnider@niu.edu, or visit www.illinoissbir.com. 
SBIR/STTR Prime and Government Contractors – SBIR Workshop, Los Angelas, CA, September 14, 2004.  National experts in contract management and government accounting will be present at this workshop, which will cover Government data/patent rights, Subcontractors under a federal government prime contract, FAR clauses in government contracts, Business strategy in dealing with the government (including accounting and indirect rate strategy).  For more information to register, contact Jennifer Velvick at jvelvick@techbizsolutions.com or 303-443-4440.

SBIR/STTR Prime and Government Contractors – SBIR Workshop, San Francisco, CA, September 15th, 2004.  National experts in contract management and government accounting will be present at this workshop, which will cover Government data/patent rights, Subcontractors under a federal government prime contract, FAR clauses in government contracts, Business strategy in dealing with the government (including accounting and indirect rate strategy).  For more information to register, contact Jennifer Velvick at jvelvick@techbizsolutions.com or 303-443-4440.

SBIR/STTR Workshop, Detroit, MI, September 16, 2004.  This workshop, which is part of the SWIFT Tour (SBIR/STTR, Where Innovation Focuses Technology), will offer opportunities to learn how to develop and grow their technology-based businesses through the SBIR/STTR program.  For more information, visit www.misbtdc.org/swift.htm, or contact Martin Dober at doberm@gvsu.edu. 

How To Finance Your Company Through Federal Research Dollars: Is SBIR/STTR Funding In Your Wallet? Minneapolis, MN, September 17, 2004.  This 3-hour class will help you understand how the SBIR/STTR programs could finance your ideas, concepts, high risk research projects for eventual commercialization.  For more information, contact: Pat Dillon at pdillon@mpi.org or visit www.mpi.org.

Federal Budgeting for Small Business: Survival of the Fittest, Minneapolis, MN, September 17, 2004.  This workshop will offer information on how to develop a government cost proposal to help capture allowable costs associated with SBIR/STTR projects. This course is ideal for those who are new to federal budgeting and cost accounting rules and regulations. For more information, contact: Pat Dillon at pdillon@mpi.org or visit www.mpi.org.

How to Prepare Winning Proposals for SBIR and STTR, Anaheim, CA, September 21, 2004.  This seminar will provide a brief overview of SBIR and STTR programs, while focusing on how to prepare winning SBIR and STTR proposals.  The workshop is for companies that already have an interest in using the SBIR/STTR programs to pay for R&D activities and the capability to compete in a scientifically and technically challenging program.  For more information, visit http://www.lartauniversity.org/Courses/CourseInfo.asp?CourseId=51 .
How to Prepare Winning Proposals for SBIR and STTR, Los Angeles, CA, September 22, 2004.  This seminar will provide a brief overview of SBIR and STTR programs, while focusing on how to prepare winning SBIR and STTR proposals.  The workshop is for companies that already have an interest in using the SBIR/STTR programs to pay for R&D activities and the capability to compete in a scientifically and technically challenging program.  For more information, visit http://www.lartauniversity.org/Courses/CourseInfo.asp?CourseId=54. 
How to Prepare Winning Proposals for SBIR and STTR, San Diego, CA, September 23, 2004.  This seminar will provide a brief overview of SBIR and STTR programs, while focusing on how to prepare winning SBIR and STTR proposals.  The workshop is for companies that already have an interest in using the SBIR/STTR programs to pay for R&D activities and the capability to compete in a scientifically and technically challenging program.  For more information, visit http://www.connect.org/programs/sbir/index.htm. 

SBIR Phase I Workshop: A Competitive Strategy for Funding R&D, Claremore, OK, September 28-29, 2004.  This workshop, sponsored by the Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of Science and Technology (OCAST) is designed to give attendees the opportunity to participate in a "hands-on", classroom style approach to writing a winning SBIR proposal. Contact Michelle Dickerson Phone at (405) 377-2220 or michelled@meridian-technology.com, or visit http://www.ocast.state.ok.us/workshops.htm#SBRA for more information.
How to Prepare Winning Proposals for SBIR and STTR, Sacramento, CA, September 29, 2004.  This one-day seminar, led by a former SBIR/STTR Program Manager for the Department of Energy, provides detailed inside information on writing successful proposals.  For more information, visit http://www.connect.ucdavis.edu/SBIRSeminar092904.asp. 

SBIR 101: An Introduction to Federal Research Funding Programs, Seattle, WA, September 30, 2004.  This in-depth, hands-on workshop, presented by the Washington Technology Center with the support of Clark Nuber, will show you how to navigate the path of the federal SBIR grant process successfully, including evaluating if SBIR is right for your company, determining which projects and which agencies are best for you, gaining valuable insight into what it takes to prepare a compelling grant proposal, and finding out what you can expect from working with federal agencies after you've won an award. Contact: Russell Paez at 206-616-3102 or rpaez@watechcenter.org, or visit http://www.watechcenter.org/index.php?p=Events%20Calendar&s=100&event=16 for more information.  

Deep South SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop, New Orleans, LA, September 30, 2004.  This workshop is sponsored by the LA Technology Transfer Office, MS Fast Program, and the UNO Research & Technology Foundation.  Topics include:  Strategic Planning and the SBIR / STTR Programs; Crafting Competitive Proposals and Grant Requests; Other Resources Available.  For more information, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or 410-315-8101. 

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation & Cost Proposal/Government Accounting Workshops, New Brunswick, New Jersey, September 30-October 1, 2004.  The first day of the workshop will cover the basics of the SBIR program, and provide a four-step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  The second day will discuss the cost proposal that must accompany any SBIR or STTR proposal, including topics such as indirect rates including overhead, unallowable costs, and audits. For more information, contact RandyGHarmon@aol.com.

Writing a Winning SBIR Phase II Proposal, Pomona, CA, October 05, 2004.   This workshop, sponsored by AccelTech, The NASA Commercialization Center, is designed to provide entrepreneurs a methodology for winning Phase II grants via specific in-class exercises and interactive feedback from the instructor and guest coaches.  Contact Cheer Pan at 909-869-4699 or qpan@csupomona.edu, or visit http://www.acceltech.org/workshops/FND105.asp for more information.
SBIR/STTR Prime and Government Contractors – SBIR Workshop, Phoenix, AZ, October 5, 2004.  National experts in contract management and government accounting will be present at this workshop, which will cover Government data/patent rights, Subcontractors under a federal government prime contract, FAR clauses in government contracts, Business strategy in dealing with the government (including accounting and indirect rate strategy).  For more information to register, contact Jennifer Velvick at jvelvick@techbizsolutions.com or 303-443-4440.

SBIR/STTR Prime and Government Contractors – SBIR Workshop, Tucson, AZ, October 6, 2004.  National experts in contract management and government accounting will be present at this workshop, which will cover Government data/patent rights, Subcontractors under a federal government prime contract, FAR clauses in government contracts, Business strategy in dealing with the government (including accounting and indirect rate strategy).  For more information to register, contact Jennifer Velvick at jvelvick@techbizsolutions.com or 303-443-4440.

Carolina Special SBIR Workshop, Columbia, SC, October 6, 2004.  This workshop, sponsored by the South Carolina Technology Alliance (SCTA), will include information on strategic planning and the SBIR / STTR Programs, crafting competitive proposals and grant requests, and more.  For additional information visit http://sbir.us/course.html, or contact John Davis at 410-315-8101, or SBIR@win-sbir.com.

Positioning Your Company to Win Federal Research Awards, Seattle, WA, October 7, 2004.  This workshop, hosted by the Washington Technology Center with the support of Washington Biotechnology and Biomedical Association (WBBA) is designed to help technology companies learn more about federal grant programs available through the National Institute of Health (NIH).  Attendees will have the opportunity to hear first-hand from NIH grant experts on what they look for in an award winner; get insight into the review process and how you can increase your company’s chances of success; hear from companies who have successfully put these awards to work for their company; and schedule one-on-one meetings with agency authorities who can address your company’s specific strengths and needs with respect to going after an SBIR/STTR award.  For more information and/or to register, visit http://www.watechcenter.org/events/NIH04/index.html, or contact Contact Russell Paez at 206-616-3102 or rpaez@watechcenter.org. 

SBIR/STTR Workshop - Featuring DoD and NSF, Raleigh, NC, October 7, 2004.  This workshop, sponsored by the North Carolina Small Business and Technology Development Center, North Carolina State University, and Daniels Daniels & Verdonik, will offer an introduction to the SBIR/STTR programs, the services that the SBTDC provides to those looking to submit proposals, as well as sources of additional program information.  Attendees will have the opportunity to meet with speakers as well as counselors from the SBTDC during and after the workshop.  Contact John Ujvari at sbir@sbtdc.org or 919-962-8297, or visit http://www.sbtdc.org/events/sbir/workshops2004/ for more information.
* SBIR/STTR Phase I & Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshops, Salt Lake City area, Utah, October 7-8, 2004.  The first day of the workshop will cover the basics of the SBIR program, and provide a four-step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  The second day will cover the basics of Phase II, how it differs from agency to agency, offer a process for developing a Phase II SBIR or STTR proposal, and alternative paths for commercializing an SBIR/STTR technology.  At both workshops, special assistance to Utah companies competing in the Dept of Defense SBIR/STTR programs will be discussed.  For more information or to register, contact Janeen Bennion at jan.bennion@utah.edu or 801-581-6348.  
Understanding SBIR/STTR Technical Data Rights, Minneapolis, MN, October 8, 2004.  This workshop will offer information regarding invention reporting requirements; rights, responsibilities, and obligations as a government grantee or contractor; my patent rights and technical data rights, and more.  For more information, contact: Pat Dillon at pdillon@mpi.org.

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Knoxville, Tennessee, October 12, 2004.  This workshop will cover the basics of the SBIR program, and provide a four-step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  This is the perfect workshop for someone who is new to SBIR/STTR, or for someone who knows about the program but wants advice on how to prepare a competitive Phase I proposal. For more information or to register, contact John.Erdmann@tennessee.edu. 

Virginia's 10th Annual SBIR Conference, Arlington, VA, October 13-14, 2004.  This conference will feature one-on- one meetings with federal agency program managers as well as panel discussions on financing, IP protection, marketing success, partnering, and government contracting and compliance.  For more information, visit http://www.cit.org/sbir, or contact Jennifer O'Daniel at jodaniel@cit.org.   

* SBIR/STTR Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Melbourne, Florida, October 19, 2004.  This workshop will cover the basics of Phase II, how it differs from agency to agency, offer a process for developing a Phase II SBIR or STTR proposal, and alternative paths for commercializing an SBIR/STTR technology.  To register, call 321--638-2000 or visit www.spacecoastedc.org.  

PA Fall SBIR Workshop, Philadelphia, PA, October 19, 2004.  This workshop, sponsored by the Innovation Philadelphia, will include information on strategic planning and the SBIR / STTR Programs, crafting competitive proposals and grant requests, and more.  For additional information visit http://sbir.us/course.html, or contact John Davis at 410-315-8101, or SBIR@win-sbir.com.

How To Finance Your Company Through Federal Research Dollars: Is SBIR/STTR Funding In Your Wallet? Minneapolis, MN, October 22, 2004.  This 3-hour class will help you understand how the SBIR/STTR programs could finance your ideas, concepts, high risk research projects for eventual commercialization.  For more information, contact: Pat Dillon at pdillon@mpi.org or visit www.mpi.org.

Federal Budgeting for Small Business: Survival of the Fittest, Minneapolis, MN, October 22, 2004.  This workshop will offer information on how to develop a government cost proposal to help capture allowable costs associated with SBIR/STTR projects. This course is ideal for those who are new to federal budgeting and cost accounting rules and regulations. For more information, contact: Pat Dillon at pdillon@mpi.org or visit www.mpi.org.

SRA Small Business Initiative, Salt Lake City, UT, October 23-27, 2004.  This event will take place at the Society of Research Administrators (SRA) International 2004 International Meeting.  It will offer information regarding the proper preparation of SBIR/STTR proposals and the management of these research awards.
Contact Bobbe Nixon at bobbe@virginia.edu or 434-243-6285, or visit www.srainternational.org for more information and/or to register.  
Nation's Capitol SBIR Workshop, Hanover, MD, October 28, 2004.  This workshop, sponsored by the Anne Arundel Technology Council and Maryland Technology Development Corporation (TEDCO), will include information on strategic planning and the SBIR / STTR Programs, crafting competitive proposals and grant requests, and more.  For additional information visit http://sbir.us/course.html, or contact John Davis at 410-315-8101, or SBIR@win-sbir.com.

National SBIR Conference - Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Boise, Idaho, November 1, 2004.  This preconference workshop will cover the basics of the SBIR program, and provide a four-step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  To register or for more information, visit http://www.sbirworld.com.  

National SBIR Conference - Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Boise, Idaho, November 4, 2004.  This postconference workshop will cover the basics of Phase II, how it differs from agency to agency, offer a process for developing a Phase II SBIR or STTR proposal, and alternative paths for commercializing an SBIR/STTR technology.  To register or for more information, visit http://www.sbirworld.com.  

Midwest Fall SBIR Workshop, Cleveland, OH Area, November 15, 2004.  This workshop, sponsored by the Kent State University School of Technology & the Ohio Manufacturing SBDC, will include information on strategic planning and the SBIR / STTR Programs, crafting competitive proposals and grant requests, and more.  For additional information visit http://sbir.us/course.html, or contact John Davis at 410-315-8101, or SBIR@win-sbir.com.

SBIR Competitive ChecklistSM Workshop, Herndon, VA, December 2, 2004.  This half-day workshop, sponsored by VA's Center for Innovative Technology (CIT), is for those currently into, or actively planning, proposal development.  For additional information visit http://sbir.us/course.html, or contact John Davis at 410-315-8101, or SBIR@win-sbir.com.

SBIR Competitive ChecklistSM Workshop, Newport News, VA, December 3, 2004.  This half-day workshop, sponsored by VA's Center for Innovative Technology (CIT), is for those currently into, or actively planning, proposal development.  For additional information visit http://sbir.us/course.html, or contact John Davis at 410-315-8101, or SBIR@win-sbir.com.

Orlando FL How To Win Workshop, Orlando, FL, December 9, 2004.  This workshop, sponsored by the University of Central FL Office of Research, will include information on strategic planning and the SBIR / STTR Programs, crafting competitive proposals and grant requests, and more.  For additional information visit http://sbir.us/course.html, or contact John Davis at 410-315-8101, or SBIR@win-sbir.com.

Other possible SBIR training opportunities include:

SBIR/STTR Advanced Concepts Workshop, Gainesville, Florida, November 19, 2004.  

SBIR/STTR Phase II  Proposal Preparation Workshop, New Brunswick, New Jersey, December 9, 2004

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at (239) 395-9446 (voice & fax) or g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.  

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

Public Health Service (PHS), National Institutes of Health (NIH) SBIR – Contracts (PHS-2005-1), due November 5, 2004; http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm
Public Health Service (PHS), National Institutes of Health (NIH) SBIR/STTR - Grants 2004-2, due December 1; http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm
STTR 

Public Health Service (PHS), National Institutes of Health (NIH) SBIR/STTR - Grants 2004-2, due December 1; http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm
COMING SOON

Department of Defense (DoD) 2004.4 SBIR, opens September 15, 2004 (on the web now); http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/ 

Department of Energy (DOE) FY2005 SBIR/STTR, expected early October, http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/
Dept of Commerce (DOC) – NIST FY2005 SBIR/STTR, expected October, 31 2004, http://www.nist.gov/sbir
Homeland Security Advanced Research Projects Agency (HSARPA) – FY05.1 SBIR, pre-release expected October 14, 2004, http://www.hsarpasbir.com/  

National Science Foundation (NSF) FY2005 SBIR/STTR Phase I Solicitation, opens November 8, 2004 (on the web now); http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir/. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

      http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/sbir/sbir.html 

Department of Commerce

      National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

         http://www.ofa.noaa.gov/~amd/sbirs/sbir.html
      National Institute of Standards and Technology

         http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

      http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

      http://www.dodsbir.net  
        Defense Technical Information Center

           http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

        Air Force

           http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

        Army

           http://www.aro.army.mil/arowash/rt/sbir/sbir.htm 

        Chemical and Biological Defense Program (CBD)

        Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA)

           http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

        Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA)

           http://www.dtra.mil/acq/business/acq%5Fsmallbus.html 

        Missile Defense Agency (MDA)

           http://www.winbmdo.com/
        Navy

           http://www.navysbir.com/
        National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA)
           http://www.nga.mil/portal/site/nga01/index.jsp 
        Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD)

        Special Operations Command (SOCOM)

           http://soal.socom.mil/index.cfm?page=sadbu&sb=sbir 

         SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

           http://dtica.dtic.mil/sbir/index.html 

Department of Education

      http://www.ed.gov/programs/sbir/index.html
Department of Energy

      http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir 

Homeland Security Advanced Research Projects Agency (HSARPA)

      http://www.hsarpasbir.com/  

Department of Transportation

      http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

      http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

      http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

      http://sbir.nasa.gov
National Science Foundation

      http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
Small Business Administration

      http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

NATIONAL RESOURCES (GOVERNMENT/NON-PROFIT)

CRIS (Current Research Information System)

      http://cris.csrees.usda.gov/
CRISP (Computer Retrieval of Information on Scientific Projects)

      http://www.crisp.cit.nih.gov/
Federal Business Opportunities

      http://www.fedbizopps.gov/
Grants.gov

      http://www.grants.gov
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory Economic Development Office

      http://www.pnl.gov/edo/
SBA Tech-Net

      http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

State Science and Technology Institute 

      http://www.ssti.org
STATE/REGIONAL SBIR AND SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

Arkansas SBDC SBIR/STTR Program

      http://www.asbdc.ualr.edu/sbir/grants/
SBIR Colorado

      http://www.sbircolorado.org/ 

Connecticut Center for Advanced Technology

      http://www.ccat.us/sbir.htm 
Florida SBDC Network Business Technology Commercialization Program

      www.floridasbdc.com/specialprograms/technology.asp
Georgia's SBIR Network

      http://science.kennesaw.edu/SBIR/network/
Hawaii SBIR program (HDTC)

      http://www.htdc.org/sbir/ 

Idaho EPSCoR Program

      http://www.webs.uidaho.edu/sbir/
Heartland Illinois Technology Enterprise Center (HITEC)

      http://www.heartlanditec.org/ 
Indiana Industrial Research Liaison Program (IRLP)

      http://www.indiana.edu/~irlp/index.html
Minnesota Project Innovation

      http://www.mpi.org/
MoFAST: Moving Missouri's Innovations to Market

      www.mofast.net
NASA Illinois Commercialization Center (NICC)

      www.nasa-illinois.org 

North Dakota SBIR/STTR (NDSS)

      http://www.techconnectnd.com/
North Carolina SBTDC SBIR Outreach

      http://www.sbtdc.org/technology/sbirsttr.asp 

Ohio SBIR Program

      http://www.odod.state.oh.us/tech/sbir/ 

Small Business High Technology Institute

      http://www.sbhti.org/
South Dakota SBIR Center

      http://www.sbir.dsu.edu 

Virginia’s Center for Innovative Technology

      http://www.cit.org/
Washington State Fed and State Tech Partnership Program (WaFAST)

      http://wafast.org/index.html
Washington State Small Business Development Center

      http://www.sbdc.wsu.edu 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative

      http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/
OTHER RESOURCES AND CONSULTING SERVICES

Berger & Associates

     www.berger-associates.com
Bid Data Line

      http://www.biddataline.com/fed/
Biotechnology Business Consultants, LLC

      http://www.bioconsultants.com
Centurion Technology

      http://www.centuriontechnology.com/
Cohen International, SBIR Consulting

      http://rogercohen.com/sbir
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

      http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net 

InKnowVation Online

      http://www.inknowvation.com
Innovation Partnership

      http://www.innovationpartnership.net/
Lytmos Group, LLC

      www.lytmos.com
National SBIR Conference Center

      http://sbirworld.com/
PBC SBIR Services

      www.sbirinfo.com
      www.sbirhelpdesk.com
      www.pbcinc.com
Piquero Insights, Inc.

      http://www.piqueroinc.com/
Research Editing

      http://www.researchediting.com 

SBIR Gateway 

      http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Resource Center

      http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

SciBiz Services

      http://www.scibiz.net/
ScienceWise.com

      http://www.sciencewise.com/.
Small Business Technology Coalition 

      http://www.sbtc.org
Tech BizSolutions, Inc.

      www.sbiraccounting.com  

The SBIR Coach - Fred Patterson

      http://www.SBIRcoach.com 

The SBIR Network

      www.sbir.net
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                  SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

    subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

    example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 

http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/lyris.pl?enter=sbir-alert 
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

        HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

