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    SBIR/STTR ALERTING SERVICE   *  June 25, 2004

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   

The summer distribution schedule for the SBIR-Alert is as follows:  6/25, 7/16, 8/6, 8/27.  We will return to the regular bi-weekly distribution in September.

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE

--  DHS HSARPA FY04.2 SBIR Solicitation Opens
--  HHS/ACF SBIR Presolicitation Notice
--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  DHS HSARPA FY04.2 SBIR Solicitation Opens
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/Homeland Security Advanced Research Projects Agency (HSARPA) began accepting proposals for the FY04.2 SBIR Solicitation on June 14th.  The deadline for receipt of proposals is 4pm ET on July14, 2004.  HSARPA plans to award approximately 30 Phase I awards and 10 Phase II awards to successful Phase I projects under the FY04.2 solicitation.  The entire solicitation is available in PDF file format at the HSARPA SBIR website:  http://www.hsarpasbir.com/.  The six FY04.2 Topics Areas are:

H-SB04.2-001 Cross-Domain Attack Correlation Technologies 

H-SB04.2-002 Real-Time Malicious Code Identification 

H-SB04.3-003 Alternatives to Cl2 in Municipal Water Purification 

H-SB04.4-004 Wide-Area TIC Neutralization 

H-SB04.5-005 Innovative Techniques for Concealed Weapons or Explosive Detection at a Distance 

H-SB04.6-006 Improved and Innovative Cooling Garments for Emergency Responders
If you have questions or need additional information, the solicitation suggests the following:

- Help Desk. All questions about this solicitation, the proposal preparation and electronic submission should be submitted via the website: http://www.hsarpasbir.com  Or, call the

Help Desk toll free number: 1-800-754-3043.

- HSARPA SBIR website http://www.hsarpasbir.com offers electronic access to the SBIR solicitation, submission of frequently asked questions (FAQs), answers to FAQs, and hyperlinks to other useful information. All Phase I and Phase II proposals must be submitted via the electronic submission website at http://www.hsarpasbir.com.

- General questions about HSARPA SBIR Program. General questions pertaining to the HSARPA SBIR program should be submitted to faq@hsarpasbir.com or call the HSARPA SBIR Program Contact: Mr. Tim Sharp, SBIR Program Manager, 703-797- 4527.

- All proposers are advised to monitor the http://www.hsarpasbir.com website during the solicitation period for questions and answers, and other information relevant to the topic under which they are proposing.
--  HHS/ACF SBIR Presolicitation Notice
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Children and Families (ACF) posted a presolicitation notice for their upcoming SBIR solicitation on the Federal Business Opportunities website (http://www.fedbizopps.gov/) on June 17, 2004.  A portion of the notice is listed below for your convenience:

Document Type:  Presolicitation Notice 

Solicitation Number: 04Y005016 

Posted Date: Jun 17, 2004 

Original Response Date: Aug 05, 2004 

Description:
The Administration for Children and Families (ACF), through the Program Support Center (PSC) Division of Acquisition Management, SAS, intents to solicit proposals from eligible small business concerns that possess the research and development (R&D) expertise to conduct innovative research for the following topics: 
(1) Identification and Development of Effective Models and Implementation Strategies for Same-Race or Cross-Race Mentoring Programs for African-American Youth (ACYF-01-04)

(2) Developing Innovative Analytical Tools, Methods and Materials for use by Head Start Grantee Agencies in Conducting Wage Comparability and Related Studies (ACYF-02-04)

(3) Identification and Development of Effective Program Models and Implementation Strategies to Enhance the Effectiveness and Efficiency of State and Local Projects Supported by the Administration on Developmental Disabilities (ADD), under its Three Major Programs ? State Councils on Developmental Disabilities, Protection and Advocacy Systems, and University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research and Service (ADD-01-04)

(4) Enhancing the Potential Impact of Federally Designated Special Initiatives Designed to Foster Economic Development in Native American Communities: Effective Models and Policy Implications (ANA-01-04). 
In accordance with FAR 5.102(a)(1), availability of the SBIR Phase I solicitation will be limited to the electronic medium on or about 15 days from the date of this publication. The address for downloading the solicitation from the Internet is http://www.fedbizopps.gov. The site contains downloading instructions. Notification of any changes to this solicitation (amendments) shall be made only on the Internet. Interested parties are responsible for monitoring the site to assure that they have the most up to date information. Paper copies of the solicitation and associated amendments will not be distributed. 
The anticipated release date for the Request for Proposal (RFP) is approximately 15 days from the date of publication of this notice. General questions regarding policy and procedures should be addressed to Dr. Hossein Faris at (202) 205-4922.
--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip 

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:   Convincing the Reviewer that this Project MUST be Funded
Copyright© 2004 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

In earlier articles, we have differentiated the agencies that make their SBIR/STTR awards as grants vs those who make them as contracts.  The former support “good ideas” with their SBIR/STTR money, while the latter support projects that address specific issues and problems of concern to the contract agencies. 

With a contract agency, there’s not a lot of question as to what is a “good idea,” because they tend to tell you pretty specifically what problem they want you to address and sometimes even how they think you might approach the solution.  But when it comes to the grant agencies, you don’t tend to get this guidance.  For the grant agency, you have to answer two questions, namely “what makes this a ‘good idea’ that our agency should support?” and “why should our agency give priority to this ‘good idea’ over the next SBIR/STTR proposer’s ‘good idea?’”

Several factors play into the question of why the agency should support a particular good idea.  One is whether the idea is relevant to the agency:  for example, National Science Foundation, one of the larger SBIR/STTR agencies that makes grant awards, states clearly that they will support homeland security projects but not those involving military or defense applications.  
Another factor is whether the project would be considered “good research” by other researchers in places like universities.  Why?  Because many grant agencies rely on external reviewers to evaluate their SBIR/STTR proposals, and those external reviewers come predominantly from universities.  Therefore, you may have some real problems getting funding for an idea that flies in the face of what is deemed to be “good” to researchers from mainstream university environments.  
A third factor is whether the technical approach, and the team of researchers that will carry it out, are credible and sound.  A final factor is whether this project leads to a reasonable commercialization opportunity—remembering that the SBIR and STTR programs focus on projects with commercialization potential, a “good idea” can be one that goes beyond being an interesting R&D project and presents a legitimate opportunity to become part of a product or service (and don’t forget that grant agencies almost never are a Phase III customer).

The second question, whether this project deserves priority over other SBIR/STTR projects, is equally important.  It is well known that SBIR and STTR are very competitive programs, and agencies routinely receive more “good idea” proposals than they can afford to fund.  The goal is to go beyond being one of the “good idea” proposals and be a project that is so compelling that it MUST be funded in the eyes of the agency.  To accomplish this, we recommend focusing on the impact that your project could have.  That impact could be saving money, saving lives, reducing pain and suffering, saving important institutions like the family farm, reducing errors, reducing segregation and racial profiling, eliminating illiteracy, reducing dependence on scare resources like foreign oil or highly skilled labor—hopefully you get the idea.  Better yet, it should have impact in more than one area:  for example, “not only will this reduce the number of false negatives for patients who have this test, but it also will allow hospitals to utilize less skilled workers in administering the test and analyzing results.” 

An SBIR/STTR proposal to a grant agency, then, needs to be a sales document that professionally but clearly answers these two questions.   Starting with the abstract and continuing through the commercialization discussion, the proposal must leave reviewers with the conclusions that “this is a great idea, and if we fund this great idea it will have a significant impact.”  If you can accomplish this, you will increase your chances of getting an award from an SBIR/STTR grant agency.
Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

(239) 395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

               CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National Fall SBIR/STTR Conference, Boise, ID, November 1-4, 2004. 

Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will be in attendance to offer insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer questions.   For more information, visit www.sbirworld.com. 

REGIONAL

SBIR Information Workshop, Washington, DC, July 14, 2004.  This workshop will focus on:  providing an overview of the SBIR program; discussing the importance of having a business plan; and reviewing the proposal preparation process.  ; The program will also cover how to do business with both the US Department of Defense's (DoD) and the National Institutes of Health's (NIH) SBIR programs.  For more information, visit www.wetcinc.com/workshop.html, or contact Darrell  Williams at 202-547-1825, or staff@wetcinc.com. 
SBIR Checklist Workshop, Herndon, VA, July 15, 2004.  This half-day event provides guidance and direction to novice and experienced grant writers who are targeting an upcoming SBIR or STTR submission.  For more information, visit http://www.cit.org/calendar-details.asp#checklist, or contact Robert Brooke at rbrooke@cit.org, or 703-689-3080.

The ABC's of Government Contracting, Northglenn, CO, July 15, 2004.  This course will cover issues regarding accounting, budgeting, and contracting with the federal government.  If you can't make the course in person, PBC Inc. offers the class on DVD or VHS for $75.  To order or register, call 303-427-1312 x200, or send an email to kkeating@pbcinc.com.  For more information, visit www.pbcinc.com. 
FLC Northeast Region 2nd Annual SBIR/STTR Workshop, Salem, MA, August 4, 2004.  This workshop will outline the benefits of, and opportunities available through, the SBIR and STTR programs.  Workshop topics include:  agency SBIR/STTR programs; regional Lab SBIR/STTR programs; how to write a winning proposal; and effective funding bridges between phases 1 & 2 and 2 & 3 SBIR/STTR awards.  For more information visit http://www.federallabs.org/northeast/, or contact Julie Evans at jevans@tamimail.com or (856) 667-7287.  

SBIR Phase I Workshop: A Competitive Strategy for Funding R&D, Norman, OK, August 10 - 11, 2004.  The Oklahoma Center for the Advancement of Science and Technology (OCAST) is offering this free SBIR/STTR Phase I proposal development workshop which is designed to give attendees the opportunity to participate in a “hands-on”, classroom-style approach to writing a winning proposal.  The first day of the workshop will provide a basic understanding of the SBIR and STTR programs, a strategy for participating in these programs and instruction on government cost accounting. The second day of the workshop will focus on a logical process for developing a competitive proposal.  For more information, visit http://www.ocast.state.ok.us/workshops.htm#SBRA, or contact Michelle Dickerson at michelled@meridian-technology.com or (405) 377-2220. 

VCU 2nd Annual Commercialization Workshop, Richmond, VA, August 12, 2004.  Virginia Commonwealth University’s (VCU) Office of Research will host this workshop, and members of VCU’s Business School faculty will provide instruction in key dimensions of the business planning process. Founding CEOs of leading Virginia companies will be featured to share their SBIR experience as high tech growth companies. Download the conference brochure at: www.deq.state.va.us/innovtech/VCU2004.pdf, or contact K. C. Das at kcdas@msn.com or 804-897-0454 for more information. 

* SBIR/STTR Phase I Proposal Preparation Seminar, Melbourne, FL, August 20, 2004.  This introductory workshop is designed for anyone interested in learning about the SBIR/STTR program and how to write an effective proposal.  Workshop topics will include an overview of the SBIR/STTR Programs; Proposal Strategy; Proposal Draft, Review, Debriefing; Critique of Actual SBIR Proposal and a final Q&A session. For more information and to register, visit http://www.spacecoastedc.org/register/Register.asp?EID=86, or contact Bonnie O'Regan at boregan@trda.org or 321-267-5601.
*  Phase 1 Proposal Preparation & The Business Side of SBIR, Santa Fe, New Mexico, September 1-2, 2004.  

Deep South SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop, New Orleans, LA, September 30, 2004.  This workshop is sponsored by the LA Technology Transfer Office, MS Fast Program; and the UNO Research & Technology Foundation.  Topics include:  Strategic Planning and the SBIR / STTR Programs; Crafting Competitive Proposals and Grant Requests; Other Resources Available.  For more information, visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html, or contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or 410-315-8101. 

Virginia's 10th Annual SBIR Conference Arlington, VA, October 13-14, 2004.  This annual conference draws previous award winners and promising new applicants to learn about current mission requirements from federal agency program managers and to gain insight for preparing successful award applications. Industry briefings cover developments in nanotechnology, life sciences and defense and homeland security. This year's event features one-on-one meetings with federal agency program managers as well as panel discussions on financing, IP protection, marketing success, partnering, and government contracting and compliance. For more information, visit http://www.cit.org/sbir2004.asp, or contact Jennifer O'Daniel at jodaniel@cit.org or 703-689-3000.  

Other possible SBIR training opportunities include:

SBIR/STTR Phase I & Cost Proposal Preparation Workshops, New Brunswick area, New Jersey, September 30-October 1, 2004. 

SBIR/STTR Phase II  Proposal Preparation Workshop, Melbourne, Florida, October 19, 2004. 

SBIR National Conference, Boise, Idaho, November 1-4, 2004. 

SBIR/STTR Phase II  Proposal Preparation Workshop, New Brunswick, New Jersey, December 9, 2004.

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at (239) 395-9446 (voice & fax) or g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.  

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) HSARPA FY04.2 SBIR, due July 14, 2004; http://www.hsarpasbir.com/ 

Public Health Service (PHS), National Institutes of Health (NIH)-Grants 2004-2, due August 1, December 1; http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm
STTR 

Public Health Service (PHS), National Institutes of Health (NIH)-Grants 2004-2, due August 1, December 1; http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm
COMING SOON

Department of Agriculture (USDA) FY2005 SBIR, expected July 1, 2004; http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/sbir/sbir.html
Department of Defense (DoD) 2004.3 SBIR, opens July 1, 2004 (on the web now); http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/ 
Health and Human Services (HHS) Administration for Children and Families (ACF) SBIR, expected July 5, 2004; 

NASA SBIR/STTR 2004 Phase I Solicitation, opens July 7, 2004; http://sbir.gsfc.nasa.gov/SBIR/SBIR.html. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

      http://www.csrees.usda.gov/funding/sbir/sbir.html 

Department of Commerce

      National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

         http://www.ofa.noaa.gov/~amd/sbirs/sbir.html
      National Institute of Standards and Technology

         http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

      http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

      http://www.dodsbir.net  
        Defense Technical Information Center

           http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

        Air Force

           http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

        Army

           http://www.aro.army.mil/arowash/rt/sbir/sbir.htm 

        Chemical and Biological Defense Program (CBD)

        Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA)

           http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

        Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA)

           http://www.dtra.mil/acq/business/acq%5Fsmallbus.html 

        Missile Defense Agency (MDA)

           http://www.winbmdo.com/
        Navy

           http://www.navysbir.com/
        National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA)

   http://www.nga.mil/cda/article2/0,2421,3104_11957_116398,00.html
        Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD)

        Special Operations Command (SOCOM)

           http://soal.socom.mil/index.cfm?page=sadbu&sb=sbir 

         SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

           http://dtica.dtic.mil/sbir/index.html 

Department of Education

      http://www.ed.gov/programs/sbir/index.html
Department of Energy

      http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir 

Homeland Security Advanced Research Projects Agency (HSARPA)

      http://www.hsarpasbir.com/  

Department of Transportation

      http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

      http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

      http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

      http://sbir.nasa.gov
National Science Foundation

      http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
Small Business Administration

      http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

NATIONAL RESOURCES (GOVERNMENT/NON-PROFIT)

CRIS (Current Research Information System)

      http://cris.csrees.usda.gov/
CRISP (Computer Retrieval of Information on Scientific Projects)

      http://www.crisp.cit.nih.gov/
Federal Business Opportunities

      http://www.fedbizopps.gov/
Grants.gov

      http://www.grants.gov
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory Economic Development Office

      http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBA Tech-Net

      http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

State Science and Technology Institute 

      http://www.ssti.org
STATE/REGIONAL SBIR AND SMALL BUSINESS RESOURCES

Arkansas SBDC SBIR/STTR Program

      http://www.asbdc.ualr.edu/sbir/grants/
SBIR Colorado

      http://www.sbircolorado.org/ 

Hawaii SBIR program (HDTC)

      http://www.htdc.org/sbir/ 

Idaho EPSCoR Program

      http://www.webs.uidaho.edu/sbir/
Indiana Industrial Research Liaison Program (IRLP)

      http://www.indiana.edu/~irlp/index.html
Minnesota Project Innovation

      http://www.mpi.org/
MoFAST: Moving Missouri's Innovations to Market

      www.mofast.net
NASA Illinois Commercialization Center (NICC)

      www.nasa-illinois.org 

North Carolina SBTDC SBIR Outreach

      http://www.sbtdc.org/technology/sbirsttr.asp 

Ohio SBIR Program

      http://www.odod.state.oh.us/tech/sbir/ 

Small Business High Technology Institute

      http://www.sbhti.org/
South Dakota SBIR Center

      http://www.sbir.dsu.edu 

Virginia’s Center for Innovative Technology

      http://www.cit.org/
Washington State Fed and State Tech Partnership Program (WaFAST)

      http://wafast.org/index.html
Washington State Small Business Development Center

      http://www.sbdc.wsu.edu 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative

      http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/
OTHER RESOURCES AND CONSULTING SERVICES

Berger & Associates

     www.berger-associates.com
Bid Data Line

      http://www.biddataline.com/fed/
Biotechnology Business Consultants, LLC

      http://www.bioconsultants.com
Centurion Technology

      http://www.centuriontechnology.com/
Cohen International, SBIR Consulting

      http://rogercohen.com/sbir
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

      http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net 

InKnowVation Online

      http://www.inknowvation.com
Innovation Partnership

      http://www.innovationpartnership.net/
Lytmos Group, LLC

      www.lytmos.com
National SBIR Conference Center

      http://sbirworld.com/
PBC SBIR Services

      www.sbirinfo.com
      www.sbirhelpdesk.com
      www.pbcinc.com
Piquero Insights, Inc.

      http://www.piqueroinc.com/
Research Editing

      http://www.researchediting.com 

SBIR Gateway 

      http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Resource Center

      http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

SciBiz Services

      http://www.scibiz.net/
ScienceWise.com

      http://www.sciencewise.com/.
Small Business Technology Coalition 

      http://www.sbtc.org
Tech BizSolutions, Inc.

      www.sbiraccounting.com  

The SBIR Coach - Fred Patterson

      http://www.SBIRcoach.com 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                  SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

    subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

    example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

        HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

