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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   
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--  NIH NIMH-03-SBIR RFP Cancelled
--  DOT SBIR Presolicitation Announcement
--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  NIH NIMH-03-SBIR RFP Cancelled

In the last issue of the SBIR-Alert, we posted a presolicitation notice for a SBIR Phase I solicitation offered by the National Institutes of Health (NIH), National Institute on Mental Health (NIMH), however, on December 10th, the following announcement was posted on the Federal Business Opportunities (FedBizOpps.gov) web site:
The purpose of this amendment is to notify offerors that Request for Proposal NIMH-03-SBIR-PHASE I is hereby postponed indefinitely. In the event the NIMH decides to proceed with this RFP at a later date, an announcement will be made which will notify offerors of the new release date. Please contact Tricia Gibbons or Robin Hope-Williams at 301-443-2696 if there are additional questions regarding this notice.

--  DOT SBIR Presolicitation Announcement
A presolicitation announcement for the upcoming Department of Transportation (DOT) SBIR solicitation was posted on the Federal Business Opportunities (FedBizOpps.gov) web site on December 6, and is partially reprinted below for your convenience:

Document Type:  Presolicitation Notice 

Solicitation Number: DTRS57-03-R-SBIR 

Posted Date: Dec 06, 2002 

Original Response Date: May 01, 2003 

The Volpe National Transportation System Center (Volpe Center) is issuing a solicitation pursuant to the Small Business Innovation Development Act of 1982, PL 97-219, as amended by PL 99-443 and PL 102-564 and reauthorized by PL 106-554. The solicitation will be issued on or about February 14, 2003. The purpose of this solicitation is to invite small businesses with their valuable resources and creative capabilities to submit innovative research proposals that address high priority requirements of the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT). 
The solicitation and any documents related to this procurement will be available on the DOT SBIR Program Internet site. The URL for the 2003 DOT SBIR Program is http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir. The solicitation will be issued through electronic means only; no hard copies will be available. Potential Offerors desiring to receive electronic notification of the solicitation’s posting and availability for downloading may register at the Volpe Center Acquisition Management Division Internet site. The URL of the Volpe Center Acquisition Management Division home page is http://www.volpe.dot.gov/procure/index.html. 
Potential Offeror’s are warned that when they register to receive solicitations, amendments, and other notices, the responsibility for providing the Government with an accurate and complete e-mail address lies with the Offeror. Please note, if you have previously registered for SBIR Program notifications, including solicitation mailing list registration, you do not need to re-register for this solicitation, unless your e-mail address has changed. The Government will make no additional efforts to deliver information when the system indicates that transmissions cannot be delivered to the e-mail. 
Sources interested in receiving the solicitation are encouraged to register at this site to receive notification when the solicitation is posted and available for viewing/downloading. Offerors are reminded that they may register at any time to receive the solicitation. 
Point of Contact - Mary Doherty, Contracting Officer, (617) 494-2669;  dohertym@volpe.dot.gov.
--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics: Acquiring Equipment
Copyright © 2002 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

You may determine that you need to acquire or otherwise access some unique equipment as part of your SBIR or STTR project.  If that is the case, you should carefully decide how you will access that equipment and cover its cost.

The first consideration in a Phase 1 project is to determine whether the agency will permit the purchase of equipment as part of the project budget.  Some agencies will, others will not.  The logic in not allowing such purchases is clear:  why should the agency pay for you to buy an expensive piece of equipment for a six month feasibility study—especially if the project proves to be infeasible?

If purchase is not allowed, then consider including a direct charge to the project for the cost of leasing the equipment or accessing the equipment through a time share arrangement.  Not only does this help cover the cost of the equipment usage, but also may cause the agency to change its mind about allowing you to buy rather than lease it:  we know of several situations in which the cost to lease or time share the equipment is so high relative to the cost of purchase that the agency allowed the SBIR/STTR company to purchase it instead.

If you are allowed to purchase equipment for your project, and if you pay for it out of the direct cost related project costs, then you will need to consider who owns the equipment after it is bought.  Most SBIR/STTR companies assume that (since they requested the equipment as part of their project budget, bought the equipment, and are the only user of the equipment) that they own it.  This is not always the case.  As a rule of thumb, if the agency made the SBIR/STTR award as a grant, then your company owns the equipment, whereas awards made as contracts usually means that the equipment ownership remains with the Federal government.  In the latter case, you may be able to ultimately negotiate with the agency to take ownership of the equipment, but this is not automatic or guaranteed, and you certainly can’t put the equipment on your balance sheet as a company asset when you don’t own it.

Would you prefer to circumvent all of the questions about ownership and allowablility of equipment purchase?  Then one answer is to buy the equipment out of other, non SBIR/STTR funds.  You can then recoup some of the cost of the equipment purchase by including an appropriate depreciation expense as part of your indirect rate.  Note this means that you can only get “reimbursed” for the equipment cost over time (minus salvage value), and that the reimbursement is spread across all of your projects (SBIR/STTR, private sector, or otherwise), so it is not a perfect alternative.

Three final points about equipment and the SBIR/STTR program:  

First, do not expect the agency to allow you to acquire, as direct project expenses, basic equipment that they believe a company like yours and in your industry should already own—put another way, do not write in the cost of setting up your basic business equipment and furniture as a direct project cost in your SBIR/STTR cost proposal.  

Second, note that there can be a difference in how you treat the cost of the equipment itself versus its operational costs.  For example, you may utilize in an SBIR/STTR project a piece of fully depreciated equipment that your firm already owns, which suggests that the cost of that equipment may not be not directly chargeable to the project, but the costs of using the equipment on the SBIR/STTR project are—provided that such costs (like disposables or consumables) are for the exclusive use of the project.  

Finally, consider accessing sophisticated equipment through universities or federal laboratories.  The latter are restricted to making available to you equipment that is unique and therefore non-competitive with what is available commercially,  and be sure to understand the full cost of their use which may include labor costs related to a mandatory federal lab operator.
Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to consider them for future announcements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 11-14, 2003. :The National Science Foundation, in association with the Department of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this 2003 National SBIR Conference. Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on- one opportunities.  Contact: Sharon DelaBarre at sharon@dbamlg.com or 360-683-5742 for more information.

National SBIR Spring Conference, Washington, DC, April 22-24, 2003.  Information regarding how to successfully apply for and manage SBIR and STTR awards for your small business R&D project will be provided.  Program managers, high level decision-makers, and procurement experts will be available to help identify markets and provide guidance on proposal writing.  Venture capitalists, "angel" investors, and representatives from more than 20 major corporations will participate, which may provide important access to new opportunities and the opportunity to share ideas and research. National experts will conduct seminars on commercialization, capitalization, and business and technology management.  Contact DoD SBIR at dod_sbir@brtrc.com, or visit http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/conferences/index.htm for more information.

REGIONAL

Competing in the Federal SBIR/STTR Programs, Charlottesville, VA, January 23-24, 2003.  Attendees will learn how to prepare a competitive SBIR/STTR proposal to any of the ten participating agencies. Phase I proposals will be discussed on the 23rd and Phase II will be discussed on the 24th.  The course will be offered by Mark H. Henry with PBC, Inc. Attendance is limited. Registration will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.  For more information, contact Dr. K. C. Das at kcdas@dit.state.va.us or phone: 804-371-5599, or visit the following web site: http://www.technology.state.va.us/ost/.
Phase 1 Bidder's Workshop for Maryland Companies, University of Maryland, Eastern Shore, MD, January 23, 2003. Workshop includes approaches to the Phase 1 application, development of project plans, and suggestions for what research to do before you write. Sponsored by the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Maryland Technology Development Corporation and the Maryland Minority SBIR Initiative. All Maryland companies welcome. For more information, contact: Morgan Allyn at mallyn@marylandtedco.org, or visit the following web site: www.marylandtedco.org. 
SBIR Training Workshop, Washington, DC February 08, 2003.  This SBIR monthly training workshop features four interactive sessions: Proposal Preparation, Intellectual Property Protection, Technology Product Commercialization, and Cost Proposal Development. The series is designed to help small high technology firms gain and grow their companies with a SBIR/STTR contract or grant.  For more information, contact Darrell Williams at staff@wetcinc.com or phone 202-547-1825, or visit the following web site:  http://www.wetcinc.com/workshops/schedule_reg.html.
Phase 1 Bidder's Workshop for Maryland Companies, University of Maryland, Baltimore County, MD, February 10, 2003. Workshop includes approaches to the Phase 1 application, development of project plans, and suggestions for what research to do before you write. Sponsored by the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Maryland Technology Development Corporation and the Maryland Minority SBIR Initiative. All Maryland companies welcome. For more information, contact: Morgan Allyn at mallyn@marylandtedco.org or phone 410-715-4165, or visit the following web site: www.marylandtedco.org. 
Phase 1 Bidder's Workshop for Maryland Companies, Morgan State University, MD, March 6, 2003. Workshop includes approaches to the Phase 1 application, development of project plans, and suggestions for what research to do before you write. Sponsored by the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, Maryland Technology Development Corporation and the Maryland Minority SBIR Initiative. All Maryland companies welcome. For more information, contact: Morgan Allyn at mallyn@marylandtedco.org, or visit the following web site: www.marylandtedco.org. 
Other possible SBIR training opportunities include:

* Phase I Proposal Preparation and Cost Proposal Workshops, Los Angeles area, February 5-6, 2003

* National SBIR Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 11-14, 2003

* Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Oklahoma City area, March 18-19, 2003

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood. 

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

DOE FY 2003 SBIR/STTR, due 1/14/03

DOC NOAA FY 2003 SBIR, due 1/15/03

DOC NIST FY 2003 SBIR, due 1/15/03

DoD 2003.1 SBIR, due 1/15/03 

NSF FY 2002 SBIR/STTR (BT and EL), due 1/22/03

STTR

COMING SOON

PHS 03-2 SBIR/STTR (grants), expected 1/17/03

DOD STTR 2003-1, expected 3/3/03

DOT 2003 SBIR, expected 2/14/03
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/sbir.html
     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.dodsbir.net  
       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.navysbir.brtrc.com
       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.winbmdo.com
       Special Operations Acquisition Center (SOAC)

          http://soal.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm
        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

National SBIR Conference Center

     http://sbirworld.com/
South Dakota SBIR Center

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative

     http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/
MoFAST: Moving Missouri's Innovations to Market

     www.mofast.net
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
SBIR Gateway 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

PBC SBIR Services

     www.sbirinfo.com
     www.sbirhelpdesk.com
     www.pbcinc.com
SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
InKnowVation Online

     http://www.inknowvation.com
Bid Data Line

     http://www.biddataline.com/fed/
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

     http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net 

Fred S. Patterson

      http://www.SBIR-Support.com
Washington State Fed and State Tech Partnership Program (WaFAST)

     http://wafast.org/index.html
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

