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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  PHS 2002-2 SBIR/STTR Grants Solicitation Deadline Reminder
Just a reminder that the last of the three receipt dates for the Department of Health and Human Services Omnibus Solicitation of the National Institutes of Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Food and Drug Administration for SBIR and STTR Grant Applications (PHS 2002-2) is December 2nd.  A grant application submitted under this SBIR/STTR Phase I Grant Solicitation will be considered on time if it is received by or mailed on or before the published receipt date and a proof of mailing is provided.  The published receipt date is December 1st, but since that date falls on a weekend, the deadline is extended to Monday.

Mail or deliver the complete, signed, and typewritten original and five signed, exact, clear, single-sided photocopies of the application in one package to:

Center for Scientific Review

National Institutes of Health

6701 Rockledge Drive

Room 1040-MSC 7710

Bethesda, MD 20892-7710

Phone: (301) 435-0715

Change zip code to 20817 for express mail or courier service.*

For more information about the solicitation or the NIH SBIR/STTR program, visit the NIH Small Business Funding Opportunities web site at http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm, or send an email to grantsinfo@nih.gov. 
--  DoD 2003.1 SBIR Solicitation Accepting Proposals Soon

The Department of Defense (DoD) will begin accepting proposals for the 2003.1 SBIR Solicitation on December 2.  The solicitation is currently available on the DoD SBIR/STTR web site (http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/) in a variety of file formats.  Currently, interested parties may talk directly with the topic authors to ask technical questions about the topics.  Their names, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses are listed within each solicitation topic.  For reasons of competitive fairness, however, this opportunity will not be available once DoD begins accepting proposals on the 2nd.
--  SBIR SWIFT III Tour – Web Site and Schedule
In the November 8th issue of the SBIR-Alert, we described the 2002 SBIR SWIFT III Tour, however, we only included information for one of the locations (Birmingham) on the tour.  The SWIFT tour web site (www.swiftour.com) is now available and the complete tour schedule appears below.  For more information on the SWIFT tour, visit the web site or call (202) 889-5064.

SWIFT III Schedule

Date/Venue:

Dec. 4-5

Westin Riverwalk Hotel

420 West Market Street   

San Antonio, TX  78205

(210) 224-6500

Host:  San Antonio SBDC Technology Center

University of Texas/ San Antonio

(210) 458-2760

http://www.txsbir.org 
jdickman@utsa.edu 
Jill Dickman

Date/Venue:

Dec. 6

Pennington Biomedical Research Center

Louisiana State University

6400 Perkins Rd.

Baton Rouge, LA  70808

(225) 763-2500

Host:

Louisiana Technology Transfer Office

Louisiana Business & Technology Center

Louisiana State University

(225) 578-7555

http://www.bus.lsu.edu/lbtc/ltto/index1.asp 
r.keller@attglobal.net 
Roy Keller

Date/Venue:

Monday, Dec. 9

Holiday Inn Select

201 South Shackelford

Little Rock, AR  72211

(501) 223-3000

Host:UALR, Arkansas Small Business

Development Center

(501) 324-9043

http://www.asbdc.ualr.edu/sbir/news/swift.asp 
mxholley@ualr.edu 
Mildred Holley

Date/Venue:

Tuesday, Dec 10

Jackson State University

e-Center

1230 Raymond Rd.

Jackson, MS  39204

(601) 979-5000

Host: 

MS-FAST

(228) 688-2280

http://www.technologyalliance.ms/FAST/Events.htm 
jgraben@ssc.nasa.gov 
Joe Graben

Date/Venue:

Wednesday, Dec 11

The Learning Resource Center

University of Alabama at Birmingham

1714 9th Avenue South

Birmingham, AL  

(205) 934-6217

Host:

Office for the Advancement of Development Industry

(205) 943-6568

http://www.uab.edu/oadi 
carolyng@entrepreneuraialctr.com 
Carolyn Garrity

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics: Proposing Innovations Related to Chemical/Biological Defense and Terrorism

Copyright © 2002 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

The post-9/11 world in which we live demands that we come up with a number of innovations that will prevent and/or mitigate the impacts of terrorist attacks and foes who may use biological and chemical weapons.  The SBIR and STTR programs are natural avenues by which small businesses, which produce most of the innovation in the USA, can propose technologies and other innovations that will help in our “new reality.”  This proposal writing tip focuses on where a small or start up firm can look for relevant topics in the SBIR and STTR programs.

So far, the SBIR/STTR agencies have decided to address terrorism and chem/bio defense in one of two ways.  Some have chosen to develop whole new topics relative to these areas of interest.  Others have decided to make their existing topics inclusive of terrorism and chem/bio defense.

Those that have developed whole new topics, and in some cases specific programs, include the Department of Defense (DOD), National Institutes of Health (NIH), Department of Energy (DOE), and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

DOD has a separate chemical and biological defense program.  Administered by the Army, this program includes topics for the three largest DOD components, the Navy, Air Force and Army.  Topics in the chem/bio defense program are included in the current DOD Phase I SBIR solicitation (FY2003.1) available on line at http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir.   Proposals are due by January 15th, and you can only speak with the topic authors through December 1st (really November 27th, given the Thanksgiving holiday), so you will need to jump on this opportunity ASAP if you are interested.  Please note that while Army manages the program, you must comply with the Phase I proposal guidelines and instructions for the component from which your topic comes—i.e., if it is an Air Force topic, then you must comply with USAF’s Phase I proposal instructions.

DOD also has a number of terrorism and chem/bio topics scattered throughout their current 2003.1 solicitation, and we anticipate many more in the upcoming solicitations.  We’ll give you a couple of search engines later on that you can use to ferret out topics of interest to you.  Note also that the Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) within DOD has on going interests in topics related to terrorism and chem/bio and atomic threats, and they are requesting proposals as part of the current solicitation.  Check http://www.dtra.mil for more information on this component of DOD.

NIH’s terrorism and chem/bio program is centered in its National Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases (NIAID).  NIAID has a special biodefense SBIR/STTR solicitation, and is making available Phase 1 awards of up to $1 million over two years and $6 million for three year Phase 2 grants.  Proposal due dates are consistent with NIH’s SBIR/STTR regular grant program, which are December 1, April 1, and August 1 of each year.  To check out the bioterrorism specific solicitation, go to http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAS-02-149.html.

The new DOE solicitation contains specific topics relative to terrorism and chem./bio defense.  See for example, under the Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation category, topic #1, “Technologies for Nuclear Nonproliferation and Homeland Defense,” topic #2, “Support Technologies for Sensors Used in National Security Applications,” and topic #3 “Enhanced Proteomics Signature Analysis in Support of Pathogen Detection, Bioinformatics and Epidemiological Modeling.”  As the category name suggests, DOE is primarily interested in nuclear-related risks (a darn good thing to be concerned about).  Note that although DOE is a granting program, they expect you to address the topic specifically and not propose peripheral ideas.  Check the new solicitation at http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir for topic descriptions and other details.

EPA has announced that it will release several special SBIR solicitations in March 2003, including one specifically tied to terrorism and chem/bio defense.  It will be on “Building Decontamination,” and may include biological monitoring, decontamination systems, and environmental friendly cleaning agents. The regular 2003 EPA solicitation may address other subtopics found under last year’s “Environmental Bioterrorism” category, such as bioterrorism monitoring and warning systems for small drinking water systems.  Check the EPA SBIR website (http://www.epa.gov/ncer/sbir)  for details as they become available and for the solicitations, which should come out around March 27, 2003 with proposals due on May 23, 2003.

Agencies that are making terrorism and chem/bio defense part of their overall SBIR program but not creating new topics include National Science Foundation  (NSF) and the Department of Agriculture (USDA).

NSF has indicated it will entertain terrorism and chem/bio proposals that are related to civil defense and infrastructure, but will not consider any that are deemed to be counter-terrorist or military in focus.  Proposals must fall within NSF’s four broad topics of electronics, biotechnology (both of which have proposals due on January 22, 2003), information technology and advanced materials and manufacturing (the latter two have proposal due dates of June 12, 2003).  NSF emphasizes that these projects must be very innovative and represent “thinking outside of the box” in terms of the innovation and/or the threat being addressed.  Check http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir.  

Finally, there is concern that the cowardly actions of terrorists may impact rural America , and therefore the USDA has indicated that it will entertain terrorism and chem/bio defense related proposals in any of its broad ten topic categories.  Threats to the food supply are one area of concern.  Check out USDA’s SBIR website at http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir for more information about the 10 general topics and the Department of Agriculture’s spin on the terrorism and chem/bio defense focus area.

Proposers may find other opportunities to propose innovations related to terrorism and chem./bio defense throughout the 10 agencies participating in SBIR and the five in the STTR program.  Two suggestions for doing this:  First, use the search engines found at www.sbirworld.com or www.zyn.com to look for topics containing key words relative to your interests.  Be sure to look at solicitations for which proposals are currently being requested as well as those that closed in the past year or two—the latter may give you insights into what those agencies will be asking for in their next solicitation.

Second, consider looking for topics where one or more applications of your innovation could be used to deter or mitigate terrorism or chem/bio attacks.  Even if the specific topic is not related to terrorism or chem/bio defense, the research you perform might help you develop knowledge and expertise that could be applied to these important areas.

Third, for help in identifying the terrorism and chem/bio interests of a particular SBIR or STTR agency, we recommend contacting that agency’s SBIR Program Manager.  These folks are very knowledgeable about their agency’s interests, and can be a good resource if those interests might be found in programs outside of SBIR or STTR.  

Finally, don’t forget that most of the SBIR/STTR agencies allow you to request a category of indirect cost called “Independent Research and Development” (IR&D) as part of your cost proposal.  Simply defined, IR&D is research that you want to do but for which no client is paying you.  Therefore, IR&D can be used to develop innovations relative to fighting terrorism and chem./bio defense.  It’s just one more reason why you always want to request an indirect rate as part of your SBIR/STTR cost proposal, but that’s the subject of another article…

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to consider them for future announcements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 11-14, 2003. :The National Science Foundation, in association with the Department of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this 2003 National SBIR Conference. Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on- one opportunities.  Contact: Sharon DelaBarre at sharon@dbamlg.com or 360-683-5742 for more information.

National SBIR Spring Conference, Washington, DC, April 22-24, 2003.  Information regarding how to successfully apply for and manage SBIR and STTR awards for your small business R&D project will be provided.  Program managers, high level decision-makers, and procurement experts will be available to help identify markets and provide guidance on proposal writing.  Venture capitalists, "angel" investors, and representatives from more than 20 major corporations will participate, which may provide important access to new opportunities and the opportunity to share ideas and research. National experts will conduct seminars on commercialization, capitalization, and business and technology management.  Contact DoD SBIR at dod_sbir@brtrc.com, or visit http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/conferences/index.htm for more information.

REGIONAL

* Phase I Proposal Development and Cost Proposal Preparation Workshops, Norman, Oklahoma, December 3-5, 2002.  This workshop will begin with an overview of SBIR/STTR on the evening of the 3rd, followed by a detailed discussion of a simple four step Phase I proposal preparation process all day on the 4th.  The 5th will be devoted to the critically important subject of the Phase I cost proposal and related topics like indirect rates, unallowable costs and audits.  Attendees will have an opportunity to work on parts of their proposal during the workshop.  Space is limited, so contact dluton@ocast.state.ok.us as soon as possible for more information.

Introduction to SBIR Program, South Paris, Maine, December 04, 2002.  This 4-hour workshop will introduce the SBIR program to small businesses seeking funding for new and innovative technology. Contact Barb Olson at barb@EnterpriseMaine.com or Phone: 207-743-8830, or visit www.mainetechnology.org for more information.

SBIR SWIFT III Tour (www.swiftour.com), San Antonio, TX, December 4-5.  Host:  San Antonio SBDC Technology Center and University of Texas/ San Antonio.  Visit http://www.txsbir.org, or contact Jill Dickman at jdickman@utsa.edu or (210) 458-2760 for more information.
SBIR SWIFT III Tour (www.swiftour.com), Baton Rouge, LA, December 6.  Host:  Louisiana Technology Transfer Office, Louisiana Business & Technology Center, Louisiana State University.  Visit http://www.bus.lsu.edu/lbtc/ltto/index1.asp or contact Roy Keller at r.keller@attglobal.net or (225) 578-7555 for more information.
SBIR SWIFT III Tour (www.swiftour.com), Little Rock, AR, December 9.  Host:  Host:UALR, Arkansas Small Business Development Center.  Visit http://www.asbdc.ualr.edu/sbir/news/swift.aspor contact Mildred Holley at mxholley@ualr.edu or (501) 324-9043 for more information.
SBIR Bidder’s Course and Workshop, New Haven , CT, December 9, 2002.  This Workshop, sponsored by CURE, Connecticut's BioScience Cluster and Yale University, Office of Cooperative Research, will offer a strategic understanding of the SBIR and STTR Programs, tools for deciding if you or your firm should pursue SBIR/STTR, and information on how to successfully develop business in SBIR/STTR.  Instructor & workbooks will be provided by the SBIR Resource Center. Details and an electronic registration form can be found at www.win-sbir.com/course.html.  Contact: John Davis - SBIR@win-sbir.com or Phone: 410-315-8101.

SBIR SWIFT III Tour (www.swiftour.com), Jackson, MS, December 10.  Host:  Host: MS-FAST.  Visit http://www.technologyalliance.ms/FAST/Events.htm or contact Joe Graben at jgraben@ssc.nasa.gov or  (228) 688-2280 for more information.
SBIR SWIFT III Tour (www.swiftour.com), Birmingham, AL, December 11.  Host:  Host: Office for the Advancement of Development Industry.  Visit http://www.uab.edu/oadi or contact Carolyn Garrity at carolyng@entrepreneuraialctr.com or (205) 943-6568 for more information.
SBIR Bidder’s Course and Workshop, Oak Ridge, TN, December 13, 2002.  This Workshop, Sponsored by Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Technology 2020, and Oak Ridge SBDC, will offer a strategic understanding of the SBIR and STTR Programs, tools for deciding if you or your firm should pursue SBIR/STTR, and information on how to successfully develop business in SBIR/STTR.  Instructor & workbooks will be provided by the SBIR Resource Center. Details and an electronic registration form can be found at www.win-sbir.com/course.html.  Contact: John Davis - SBIR@win-sbir.com or Phone: 410-315-8101.

Southeastern Regional SBIR Biotechnology and Commercialization Conference, Research Triangle Park, North Carolina, December 19, 2002.  This conference will offer one-on-one sessions with SBIR program managers, grants management staff as well as an Intellectual Property attorney; a commercialization strategy development session; an overview of the SBIR/STTR biotechnology initiatives at several participating Federal agencies, and networking opportunities with attendees and sponsors.  Contact: John Ujvari at sbir@sbtdc.org or 919-962-8297, or view an online brochure at http://www.sbtdc.org/sbir/conference/Dec-02.pdf for more information.
* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood. 

Other possible SBIR training opportunities include:

Phase I Proposal Preparation and Cost Proposal Workshops, Los Angeles area, February 5-6, 2003

National SBIR Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 11-14, 2003

Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Oklahoma City area, March 18-19, 2003

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

PHS 2002-2 SBIR/STTR Grants Solicitation, due 12/1/02

NIH Biodefense, due 12/1/02

DOE FY 2003 SBIR/STTR, due 1/14/03

DOC NOAA FY 2003 SBIR, due 1/15/03

DOC NIST FY 2003 SBIR, due 1/15/03

NSF FY 2002 SBIR/STTR (BT and EL), due 1/22/03

STTR

PHS 2002-2 SBIR/STTR Grants Solicitation, due 12/1/02

COMING SOON

DoD 2003.1 SBIR, expected 12/02/02 (on the web now)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/sbir.html
     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.dodsbir.net  
       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.navysbir.brtrc.com
       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.winbmdo.com
       Special Operations Acquisition Center (SOAC)

          http://soal.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm
        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://www.science.doe.gov/sbir 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

National SBIR Conference Center

     http://sbirworld.com/
South Dakota SBIR Center

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu 

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative

     http://www.uwyo.edu/sbir/
MoFAST: Moving Missouri's Innovations to Market

     www.mofast.net
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
SBIR Gateway 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

PBC SBIR Services

     www.sbirinfo.com
     www.sbirhelpdesk.com
     www.pbcinc.com
SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
InKnowVation Online

     http://www.inknowvation.com
Bid Data Line

     http://www.biddataline.com/fed/
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

     http://g-jgreenwood.home.att.net 

Fred S. Patterson

      http://www.SBIR-Support.com
Washington State Fed and State Tech Partnership Program (WaFAST)

     http://wafast.org/index.html
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

