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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   

The next issue of this newsletter will be posted on November 30, 2001.

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE

--  DOC NOAA FY02 SBIR Solicitation Released

--  DOC NIST FY02 SBIR Solicitation On Hold

--  DOE SBIR/STTR FY2002 Solicitation Due Date Correction

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  DOC NOAA FY02 SBIR Solicitation Released

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the Department of Commerce (DOC) is now accepting proposals for Phase I of the SBIR FY 2002 NOAA Program Solicitation.  The closing date of the solicitation is January 16, 2002.

The solicitation indicates the following:  

Contingent upon availability of funds, NOAA anticipates making about 10 Phase 1 firm fixed-price contracts of no more than $75,000 each (except for subtopics with the suffix “SG”, which are limited to $50,000). Performance period shall be no more than 6 months beginning on the contract start date. Historically, NOAA has funded five to ten percent of the Phase 1 proposals submitted.

Phase 2 awards shall be for no more than $300,000 (except for subtopics with the suffix “SG”, which are limited to $200,000). The period of performance in Phase 2 will depend upon the scope of the research, but should not normally exceed 24 months.  It is anticipated that approximately one-third of the Phase 1 awardees will receive Phase 2 awards, depending upon the availability of funds. 

Proposals may be made in response to the following topics and subtopics:

8.1 TOPIC: ATMOSPHERIC SCIENCES

8.1.1R Subtopic: Advances in Ammonia Detection Systems for Improved Measurements of Dry Deposition

8.1.2R Subtopic: Low-cost Automated Aerosol Lidar for Air Quality Assessment and Prediction

8.1.3GP Subtopic: Automated Sonde Launching System

8.1.4W Subtopic: Wireless Environmental Sensor Communications Interface

8.1.5W Subtopic: Alternative Power Sources for Data Buoys

8.2 TOPIC: OCEAN OBSERVATION SYSTEMS

8.2.1O Subtopic: Operational Ocean Instrumentation, Measurements, and Data/Information dissemination Systems

8.2.2R Subtopic: Measuring Depth Profiles of Scattering in the Ocean

8.3 TOPIC: LIVING MARINE RESOURCES

8.3.1F Subtopic: Diagnostic Tools for Disease Management

8.4 TOPIC: OCEAN SCIENCE

8.4.1SG Subtopic: Aquaculture: Developing and Improving Species Culture

8.4.2SG Subtopic: Aquaculture: Water Reuse and Effluent Treatment Systems

8.4.3SG Subtopic: Aquaculture of Marine Organisms for Marine Natural Products

8.4.4SG Subtopic: Open-Ocean Aquaculture Systems

8.4.5SG Subtopic: Disease Diagnostics and Controls

8.4.6SG Subtopic: Aquaculture Industry Engineering

8.4.7SG Subtopic: Rapid and Automated Methods to Detect and Quantify Harmful Algae and/or Their Toxins

8.4.8SG Subtopic: Development of Computer Simulation Models for Sediment Transport for Port and Harbor Applications

8.4.9SG Subtopic: Develop Computer Models/Simulations to Estimate Vessel Hydrodynamics

8.4.10SG Subtopic: Develop Models for Improving Vessel Navigation Within Ports and Harbors

8.4.11SG Subtopic: Develop Computer Models/Simulation for Economin Design of Navigation Channels

8.5 TOPIC: CARTOGRAPHY, PHOTOGRAMMETRY, HYDROGRAPHY, AND GEODESY

8.5.1O Subtopic: Cartographic Data and Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

8.5.2O Subtopic: Hydrographic Survey Technology

8.5.3O Subtopic: Airborne Gravity Measurement System

For additional information, visit the DOC NOAA SBIR web site:

http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/sbir.html. 

Requests for general information on the NOAA SBIR Program may be addressed to: 

   Dr. Joseph M. Bishop

   DOC NOAA SBIR Program Manager 

   1335 East West Highway

   Silver Spring, MD 20910-3284 

   Telephone (301) 713-3565

   Fax (301) 713-4100 

   Email: joseph.bishop@noaa.gov 

--  DOC NIST FY02 SBIR Solicitation On Hold

The solicitation for the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) has not been released yet.  The following message currently appears on the NIST SBIR web site (http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/):

Although it was anticipated that the Solicitation would open on 10/31/01, the NIST SBIR Program is unable to release its Solicitation for new Phase I proposals for the FY02 cycle at this time.

Congress has not authorized FY 2002 appropriations for NIST.  NIST is currently operating under a Continuing Resolution that expires on 11/16/01.

Please continue to check back at this website for updated information as it becomes available.

We regret the inconvenience this may cause.

Contact Information for SBIR Program NIST Programs:

Telephone

  (301) 975-3085

  (301) 548-0624 (fax)

Postal address

  100 Bureau Drive, Stop 2200

  Gaithersburg, MD  20899-2200

Electronic Mail: sbir@nist.gov 

--  DOE SBIR/STTR FY2002 Solicitation Due Date Correction

In the last issue of this newsletter, the closing date for Phase I of the Department of Energy FY2002 SBIR/STTR Solicitation was incorrectly listed as February 20, 2001, which was last year's deadline.  The correct closing date is January 15, 2002.  

To view and/or download the solicitation over the Internet, visit:

http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/.

For more information regarding the DOE SBIR/STTR program:

Phone:  (301) 903-1414

Fax:  (301) 903-5488

sbir-sttr@science.doe.gov
--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:  Phase I Winners Should Focus on Phase II

Copyright © 2001 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

We were asked recently by a Phase I SBIR winner when his firm should begin working on its Phase II proposal.  Our response was “yesterday.”  In other words, it is never too early to begin thinking about your Phase II project.

If you are just now applying for Phase I, you should envision how it will relate to the Phase II project.  The Phase I work must definitively conclude that your innovation is feasible, and it must provide a logical jumping off spot for Phase II.  Also, if the agency to which you are applying has a Phase I option (e.g., Navy, Army), the option must define tasks that are beyond proof of feasibility and precursors to the Phase II tasks.  All of this suggests that you need to have a pretty good idea of what Phase II will look like before you even write your Phase I proposal.

If you already have a Phase I award, then you need to begin preparing for the Phase II submittal.  If you are working with an agency that requires you to be “invited” to submit a Phase II, then your first goal must be to convince your technical monitor that you are worthy of such an invitation (DOD components typically do not accept Phase II proposals except from Phase I winners from whom they have been invited, while most other agencies allow any Phase I winner to submit a Phase II).  A number of factors are involved here—obviously, your Phase I will need to prove feasible or you can pretty much expect to not be invited.  Other factors might include how critical your project is to the agency, the quality of the work you have done in Phase I, and whether the technical monitor felt you were a pain or a pleasure to work with in Phase I.

Phase I winners also need to take to heart any criticism received in the reviewers’ comments of their Phase I award.  Obviously any such shortcomings were not enough to prevent you from getting a Phase I award, but reviewers expect you to address and resolve any problems they pointed out in your Phase I proposal so that they are non-issues when it comes to considering your Phase II proposal.  Didn’t ask for a debriefing after getting word of your Phase I award?  Shame on you, because you missed a great chance to get feedback—you might ask your current technical monitor if he/she can provide that information to you even though the deadline for requesting it has probably passed.

What else can a Phase I winner be doing to prepare for their Phase II proposal?  You need to identify and secure any expertise, equipment or facilities that you will need for Phase II that you didn’t need for the Phase I feasibility study.  You need to refine greatly the commercialization strategy that you hopefully outlined in your Phase I proposal (by the way, if it doesn’t look like there’s much of a market for your innovation, you need to decide if this lack of Phase III opportunity suggests that you should not pursue Phase II).  You need to keep current on the state-of-the-art in your technology and related areas so your knowledge and expertise don’t become outdated.  If you are planning to submit a request for additional Phase II funding that requires a third-party match, now also is the time to be identifying potential sources of those dollars.  However, in most cases you will not want to commit to any source until you advance the state of your technology—the reduction in technical risk will reduce the “price” you have to pay for that outside money.

One other thing that you need to do during Phase I in preparation for Phase II:  you need to find out if other companies were given Phase I awards on the same topic or problem area and, if so, you need to find out everything you can about them and their approach to the agency’s needs.  It is not unusual, for example, for NASA or DOD to fund several Phase I projects for each topic in their solicitations.  You are, therefore, in competition with the companies that submitted these other proposals in terms of who may get the nod on a Phase II award.  You need to be prepared to convince the agency that, if it is going to put all of its eggs in one Phase II basket, that basket should be yours.

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

mailto:g-jgreenwood@att.net  (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to include them in future announcements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Early 2002 Conference, Anaheim, CA, Mar 11 - 14, 2002.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Department of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this Early 2002 National SBIR Conference. Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on-one opportunities. Additional information will be posted later.  

REGIONAL

SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop Fairfax, VA, Nov 12, 2001. 

The George Mason University PTAP and Virginia's Center for Innovative Technology (CIT) will sponsor a Capitol Beltway edition of the highly acclaimed SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop. This business development workshop trains attendees how to pre-market, plan, research and develop winning technical and cost proposals for all 10 SBIR agencies.   Instructor & workbooks will be provided by the SBIR Resource Center. Details and an electronic registration facility can be found at www.win-sbir.com/course.html.  For more information, contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com or phone: 410-315-8101. 

Deep South SBIR Bidder's Course & Workshop, Shreveport, LA, Nov 14, 2001. The Louisiana Technology Transfer Office (LTTO) and Louisiana State University, Shreveport will sponsor this workshop which will train attendees how to pre-market, plan, research and develop winning technical and cost proposals for all 10 SBIR agencies.   Instructor & workbooks will be provided by the SBIR Resource Center. Details and an electronic registration facility can be found at www.win-sbir.com/course.html.  For more information, contact: John Davis at SBIR@win-sbir.com  or phone: 410-315-8101.

ID, Care and Feeding of SBIR Applicants, New Orleans, LA, Nov 15, 2001. The Louisiana Technology Transfer Office (LTTO) and Louisiana's SBDC's will hold a special workshop to train the state's small business counselors how to identify, evaluate and support SBIR/STTR eligible projects & firms. This workshop will provide an understanding of the SBIR & STTR programs from the bidder's viewpoint (both strategic and tactical), establish useful guidelines and provide proprietary tools for evaluation of the client's suitability for pursuing funding under SBIR/STTR. Instructor & workbooks will be provided by the SBIR Resource Center.  For more information, contact: Roy Keller or Bryan Greenwood at rkeller@ltto.org or phone: 225-334-5555.

* SBIR Phase I Proposal Development and Cost Proposal Preparation Workshops, Edmond, OK, Nov 27 - 29, 2001.  These workshops will include overview information on SBIR and STTR, and advice for how to approach a Phase I proposal. The 29th will be devoted to cost proposals and government accounting. Contact: Dan Luton at dluton@ocast.state.ok.us or phone: 405-524-1357 #232. 

North Carolina Biotechnology SBIR Workshop, RTP, NC, Dec 3, 2001. This statewide workshop is focused on biotechnology R&D funding opportunities available from the SBIR program. Presented by the North Carolina Small Business & Technology Development Center and the North Carolina Biotechnology Center, the workshop is designed for both the beginning and experienced SBIR competitor.  Federal SBIR program managers from the NIH and other agencies will provide insight into critical technology areas and the requirements for submitting proposals. The conference will also include presentations by local SBIR companies sharing their success stories and information on proposal writing, IP management and accessing local venture capital. 

Contact: John Ujvari at sbir@sbtdc.org or phone: 919 962 8297.

Mid-Atlantic Business Conference for Science and Technology, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, December 4-6, 2001.  A coalition of economic development organizations, government agencies and legislators representing the Mid-Atlantic Region, will provide business opportunities and training targeted to the needs of high-tech companies.  The conference will include a discussion of the SBIR/STTR process in great detail.  For more information, or to register, exhibit or sponsor, please visit the conference web site at: www.midatlanticconference.com, or call toll-free: 888.534.4920, phone 302.656.1364, or fax 302.654.4612.   

* Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshops, Birmingham and a second location, Alabama, December 4-5, 2001. The first day will include a comprehensive overview of SBIR and STTR (and recent changes in both programs), and a detailed discussion of a recommended four-step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  The second day will be similar, but held in a yet-to-be-announced location in Alabama.  For more information or to enroll, contact joanner@biztech.org.   

* Phase I Proposal Preparation and Assisting SBIR/STTR Competitors Workshops, New Brunswick, New Jersey, week of December 10, 2001. The first day will include a comprehensive overview of SBIR and STTR (and recent changes in both programs), and a detailed discussion of a recommended four-step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  It is open to potential and experienced SBIR/STTR companies, as well as those who serve them.  The second day will be aimed at Small Business Development Councilors and others who want to sharpen their skills in working with SBIR companies on business-related issues.  For more information or to enroll, contact RandyGHarmon@aol.com.

* Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Richmond, Virginia, January 16, 2002. This workshop will include a comprehensive overview of SBIR and STTR (and recent changes in both programs), and a detailed discussion of a recommended four-step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  Please contact seilertson@dit.state.va.us or kcdas@dit.state.va.us for more information or to register.

* Phase I Proposal Preparation, Phase II Proposal Preparation, Cost Proposal Preparation, and Assisting SBIR/STTR Competitors Workshops, Charleston area, West Virginia, January 23-25, 2002. The first day with include a comprehensive overview of SBIR and STTR (and recent changes in both programs), and a detailed discussion of a recommended four-step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  The second day will be devoted to cost proposals and government accounting, and to the process for developing a Phase II proposal.  The final day will be a workshop for SBDC counselors and others on how they can best assist SBIR/STTR companies. For more information, contact lraines@wvsbdc.org.

* Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, January 29-30, 2002.  This workshop is designed primarily for Phase I winners who want to learn more about the second phase of the SBIR/STTR programs.  It will also include information on how Phase II differs from Phase I, how the Phase II programs vary tremendously among the agencies, and how to prepare the Phase II proposal.  For more information please contact dluton@ocast.state.ok.us.  

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood. 

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

NIH SBIR/STTR, due 12/1/01

DOE SBIR/STTR FY 2002, due 1/15/02

DOC NOAA SBIR, due 1/16/02

DOD SBIR 2002.1, due 1/16/02
NSF SBIR/STTR (Biotechnology and Electronics), due 1/17/02

STTR

NIH SBIR/STTR, due 12/1/01

COMING SOON

DOC NIST SBIR, postponed until further notice 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/sbir.html
     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.dodsbir.net  
       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.navysbir.brtrc.com
       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.winbmdo.com
       Special Operations Acquisition Center (SOAC)

          http://soal.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm
        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/ 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
InKnowVation Online

     http://www.inknowvation.com
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood
Fred S. Patterson

      http://www.SBIR-Support.com,

PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

