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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly 

notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and 

information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  

This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific 

Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web.  To 

access these issues, connect to the site below, enter your email address (a 

password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  

A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues 

containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE

--  National SBIR Fall Conference and Fall regional workshops 

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip of the Month

--  SBA Tibbetts awards
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  National SBIR Fall Conference and Fall regional workshops 

The next National SBIR Conference will be held Oct 30 - Nov 2 in Seattle, 

WA and will be held in conjunction with the 11th annual Technology 2000 

Series Expo and the 3rd annual Small Business Tech Expo.  Many 

representatives from large corporations, federal agencies/laboratories and 

other small businesses wanting to discuss R&D, partnering, and 

commercialization opportunities will be present.  In addition you can also 

attend sessions and workshops geared to provide information to firms that 

want to start participating in the SBIR program; firms currently in the 

program looking to further develop their technologies; and, firms ready to 

bring their technologies to the marketplace.

Attendees will be able to "mix and match" sessions from either of the two 

program tracks to best address their particular needs.  Topics will 

include:

-  Agency Presentations, including Questions & Answers 

-  Proposal Primer – Keys to writing winning proposals 

-  Intellectual Properties – Getting started, what to know when beginning 

or partnering, etc.

-  Managing Federal Grants & Contracts – How to maximize the positive & 

minimize the rest

-  Evaluation Process – How it works and how it varies from agency to 

agency

-  Financing the Business – How much do you need? Tradeoffs & Internal vs. 

external

-  Business Planning – Plan ahead – save money and gain stability 

-  Marketing – How to promote your business and product 

-  Commercialization – What do you need? What do they want? 

-  Financing Options and Alternatives

Several pre and post-conference workshops and sessions are also being 

offered.  For more information including a program overview, an updated 

program agenda, descriptions of the pre and post-conference workshops, and 

an online registration form, visit the following web site:  

http://www.zyn.com/sbir/meeting, or contact the SBIR Conference Center at:

P.O. Box 2890

Sequim WA 98382

Phone: (360) 683-5742    Fax: (360) 683-5391

email: sbir@zyn.com   

If you can't make it to the National Conference, there are several regional 

workshops planned for the fall.  See the 'Conferences and Workshops' 

section of this newsletter for a description of a workshop near you.

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip of the Month

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  

Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available 

on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at 

http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics: Maintain Your Balance

Copyright © 2000 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

Is your SBIR proposal “out of balance?”  Many are.  The tendency is to put 

too much background and tangential information into the early parts of the 

proposal (usually in the section titled something like “Identification and 

Significance of the Problem or Opportunity”), and then skimp on key parts 

of the proposal including the objectives, work plan, and commercialization 

discussion.  Sometimes it looks like the author put his or her heart and 

soul into the background discussion, and then dropped to their knees, 

exhausted from the effort, with just enough energy left to type out a few 

quick pages to cover all of the rest of the proposal sections.  This is too 

bad, since “the rest of the proposal” represents the core information that 

the reviewer needs to adequately assess the merits of your project.

To avoid imbalance in your proposal, we suggest that you develop an 

allocation, before you ever start writing, of the number of pages you will 

devote to each proposal section.  While it is impossible to give hard and 

fast rules about the length of each section (due to variations in projects 

and in the agencies’ requirements for sections to be include in the 

proposal), we’d like to offer the following guidelines.  For contrast, 

we’ve also shown what an imbalanced proposal might include.

PROPOSAL SECTION
GOOD BALANCE
     IMBALANCE

Cover, abstract


2 pages

2 pages

Significance, background
3

6

Objectives, work plan

6

2

Qualifications of team

6

8

Commercialization

3

1

Budget



2

3

Attachments


2

3

Totals



24 pages
25 pages

For clarification, the longer “Qualifications of the Team” section in the 

imbalanced proposal reflects the tendency to include lengthy resumes and 

publications lists that are irrelevant to the proposed project.

Good balance makes you a better gymnast or dancer.  It also will make you a 

better SBIR proposal writer.

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@worldnet.att.net  (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to include 

them in future announcements.

--  SBA Tibbetts awards

The National Ceremony to recognize recipients of Tibbetts Awards will be 

held in Washington, D.C. on October 3, 2000.  The event will include a 

specially arranged program of high-level briefings addressing issues of 

consequence to technology firms and the SBIR community and a luncheon 

featuring a keynote speaker.

Named for Roland Tibbetts - acknowledged as the father of the Small 

Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program - these prestigious national 

awards are made annually to those small firms, projects, organizations and 

individuals judged to exemplify the very best in SBIR achievement.  In 

selection for Tibbetts Awards, the focus is primarily on:  Economic impact 

of technological innovation; Business achievement and effective 

collaborations; and Demonstrated state and regional impact and proven 

statement.

To view a list of the recipients of the 2000 Tibbetts Award, and for more 

information about the awards and the ceremony, visit the Small Business 

Association (SBA), Office of Technology Tibbetts Award web site at 

https://secure.brtrc.com/tibbetts.
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              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Fall Conference, Seattle, WA, October 30, 2000.  The National 

Science Foundation, in association with the Dept. of Defense and the Small 

Business Admin., is sponsoring the fall National SBIR Conference to be held 

in Seattle Washington.  Program Managers and representatives from 

participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their 

respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the 

one-on-one opportunities.  Specific program details, a program agenda, and 

registration information is available at: http://www.zyn.com/sbir/.  

Contact: Sharon DelaBarre at 360-683-5742 or sharon@zyn.com for more 

information.

REGIONAL

Phase II Proposal Preparation Workshop, Orange County, California, 

September 16, 2000.  SBIR agency representatives will be present, giving 

attendees an opportunity to discuss their agencies' priorities, funding 

levels, etc.  Phase III of the SBIR/STTR program will also be discussed.  

This event is sponsored by the National Association of Women Business 

Owners (NAWBO).  Contact NAWBO at 1-888-281-0772 for more information, or 

check out www.nawbo-oc.com.

Small Business Innovation Research and Development Workshop, Norfolk, 

Virginia, September 19-20, 2000.  Ten SBIR agencies, as well as NIST will 

be represented. The conference will cover many new opportunities in each 

agency.  Contact: Dr. K. C. DAS at kcdas@dit.state.va.us or phone: 

804-371-5599, or visit the following web site:   

http://www.sotech.state.va.us/OIT/events.htm.

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Washington, Georgia (Atlanta area), 

September 29, 2000.  This workshop will provide an intensive overview of 

the SBIR and STTR programs and then progresses into an extensive discussion 

of how to prepare a competitive Phase I proposal to either of these 

programs.  This workshop will include a particular emphasis on health care 

and NIH, but all 10 SBIR agencies will be covered.  To register or for more 

information, contact Rina Petrie at rpetrie@kennesaw.edu

Cost Proposal Workshop, Miami, Florida, October 5, 2000.  This workshop 

will address what you need to know about the financial side of winning 

SBIR/STTR awards, including government indirect rates; the difference 

between G&A and overhead; alternative ways to treat fringe benefits in your 

cost proposal; and pre-award audits.  Contact Brenda Marcus at 

bmarcus@mdcc.edu, or 305-237-1922 for more information or to register.

The Business Side of SBIR, Annual Conference of the Association of Small 

Business Development Centers, Miami Beach, Florida, October 6, 2000.  

Included as part of ASBDC's annual conference, is this special session on 

business issues that SBIR competitors should consider in deciding what SBIR 

projects to pursue and how to utilize them to maximum advantage.  For more 

information see the ASBDC website at 

http://www.asbdc-us.org/conference.html.

SBIR Conference, Grand Forks, North Dakota, October 11-12, 2000. Details on 

the content of this conference will follow.  For more information, contact 

Steph Blair at stephanie_blair@onyx.und.nodak.edu.

SBIR Bidder's Course and WorkshopSM, October 24, 2000, Baton Rouge 

Louisiana.  This is a business development seminar focused on the "how tos" 

of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential 

SBIR and STTR Bidders.  The workshop will be sponsored by the Louisiana 

Technology Transfer Office (LTTO).  For information, call (410) 315-8101, 

send E-mail to JADE Research Corporation at SBIR@win-sbir.com, or visit 

http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html.

SBIR Conference, Madison, Wisconsin, October 24, 2000.  The Phase I 

Proposal Preparation Process will be discussed, as well as overviews of 

Phase II and the Cost Proposal.  Contact Hampton Rothwell at 

hrothwell@commerce.state.wi.us for details.

National SBIR Conference, Seattle, Washington, October 29-November 2, 2000. 

 A Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop will take place on October 29th, 

and a Phase II proposal preparation workshop will be on November 2nd.  For 

registration information, visit www.zyn.com.

Phase I Overview, Intensive Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, and Cost 

Proposal Workshop, Lawton, Oklahoma, November 13-15, 2000.  Details are 

being worked out, but it is likely that an overview of SBIR/STTR will be 

presented on the evening of November 13th, followed by an intensive 

proposal preparation workshop on the 14th. On the 15th, cost proposal 

information will be discussed.  For more information or to register, please 

contact Dan Luton at dluton@ocast.state.ok.us.

Phase I Proposal Preparation, Fairmont, West Virginia, November 28, 2000.  

This workshop will focus on an overview of SBIR and STTR, then discuss 

extensively a recommended process for developing a competitive Phase I 

proposal.  For more information, please contact Lisa Raines at 

1-888-WVA-SBDC or lraines@wvsbdc.org.

Other events, with details to follow at a later time:

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshops, various locations, Kentucky

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Miami, Florida

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would 

like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.
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             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

PHS NIH SBIR 01-1 (contracts version), due 11/3/00

NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR (grants), due 12/1/00

STTR

NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR, due December 1

COMING SOON

NSF SBIR/STTR, expected 10/2/00

DOD SBIR 2001.1, posted on Web 10/2/00  

DOC-NIST SBIR, expected 10/30/00

DOC-NOAA SBIR, expected 10/30/00
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                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.oar.noaa.gov/ORTA/ 

     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.sbirsttr.com/ 

       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/industrial/sbir.htm 

       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.futron.com/bmdo/bmdo.htm 

       U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) SBIR

          http://www.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm 

        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/   and http://sttr.er.doe.gov/sttr/

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/

National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir

OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 

SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.

National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org

State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood

PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm

SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
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                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to 

lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your 

message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your 

name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back issues of the SBIR Alert 

by accessing the following Internet web site:


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                            HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for 

the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

---

You are currently subscribed to sbir-alert as: richard.fowler@pnl.gov

To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-sbir-alert-36J@lyris.pnl.gov

