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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web.  To access these issues, connect to the site below, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR Program Solicitation deadline reminder

The second of three deadlines for the National Institutes of Health (NIH) CY2000 SBIR/STTR Program Solicitation is Tuesday, August 1.  The original and two copies of the solicitation must be mailed to:

Center for Scientific Review

National Institutes of Health

6701 Rockledge Drive

Room 1040-MSC 7710

Bethesda, MD 20892-7710

Phone (301) 435-0715 

Don't forget to review the SBIR or STTR reminder sheet to make sure you aren't forgetting something.  

If you have any questions of a general nature about the NIH SBIR/STTR Program directed them to: 

Ms. Jo Anne Goodnight

NIH SBIR/STTR Program Coordinator

6701 Rockledge Drive

Rockledge II, Room 6186

Bethesda, MD 20892-7911

Phone: 301-435-2688 Fax: 301-480-0146

E-mail: jg128w@nih.gov 

--  AHRQ SBIR Phase I Solicitation available
The following announcement regarding the availability of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) SBIR Phase I solicitation was posted in the Commerce Business Daily on June 29, 2000: 

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ)(formerly the Agency for Health Care Policy and Research) is soliciting proposals to conduct Phase I of the Small Business Innovative Research (SBIR) Program for AHRQ.  It is expected that multiple awards (approximately five - seven (5-7)) will be made in support of this program. Organizations submitting proposals under the SBIR program must qualify as a small business concern in accordance with the definition provided in the solicitation.

The Agency is seeking potential sources from qualified small business firms under the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Code 7379 ($18 million) which have the capability to develop web-based applications and decision support tools to assist providers and patients in providing and choosing high quality care and promoting patient safety, develop information technology innovations to improve the quality, privacy, and confidentiality of data collected from providers and health care systems, and create effective linkages between various sources of health information to enhance the delivery and coordination of evidence-based health care services, promote the protection of individually identifiable patient information used in health services research and health care quality improvement. 

Suitable topics includes: 

1) development of software modules that train professionals in the use of electronic health records using a common medical vocabulary

2) development of software that provides infrastructure for home monitoring of laboratory tests

3) development of a set of standard quality measures, health status measures, or clinical performance measures that a health care providers' information system could produce

4) development of computer and network software and hardware that allow sharing of patient medical records that patient wish to share

5) development of a web-based service that helps practitioners and patients communicate more effectively and provide patients with more timely services

6) development of computer-based interactive software for teaching self-care and management of chronic conditions. 

Additional information related to these topics will be contained in the solicitation.  The estimate issuance date of the RFP No. AHRQ-00-0006 will be fifteen (15) days from the issuance date of this synopsis, with proposals due approximately forty-five (45) calendar days from date of Request for Proposal issuance.  

Request for copies of the solicitation shall be forwarded to:

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality

Attention: Sherry Baldwin

Division of Contracts Management, Suite 601

2101 East Jefferson Street

Rockville, Maryland 20852. 

Telephone requests will not be honored; all requests must be in writing. Faxed requests shall be sent to 301 443-7523. The solicitation will also be available for downloading from the AHRQ web page at www.ahrq.gov when available. 

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip of the Month

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:  Writin' Good.  Copyright © 2000 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

Me and Gail decided to right about a realy important topik this month.  Me and Gail decided to right about a realy important topik this month.

What was your immediate impression of what you just read?  Not too impressed with our bad grammar and misspellings?  And how did you feel about having the same thought repeated, word for word?

We are demonstrating here two common errors that we see in SBIR proposals.  

First, misspellings, bad grammar, incomplete sentences, and dangling participles in your proposal leave a negative impression with the reviewer.  This is especially true when the reviewer does not know you or your company, and is just starting to read your proposal—there’s only one chance to make a good first impression, and you blow that chance by making such careless mistakes.  The reviewer sees these errors as possible indicators that your firm is not professional, is careless, or is run by incompetent people—none of those impressions are going to help you get an SBIR award!

Second, repetition of an idea is a good thing, but regurgitation of an idea, word-for-word, is not.  We often see SBIR proposals in which sentences and even complete paragraphs that appear in the abstract are repeated in the Identification/Significance section or elsewhere in the proposal.  Based on our experience, as soon as the reviewer recognizes that these are the same words, he or she simply skims over the repeated text.  

So what?  Well, that means you’ve lost a golden opportunity to ensure that you have communicated your thoughts to the reviewer.  When you write, for the first time, why this is a great project that the agency ought to fund, you don’t know if the reader agrees with your argument, or even understands what you are trying to say.  When you simply repeat the same words in a later section of the proposal, you don’t increase your chances of getting their concurrence or understanding.  But if you express the same or a related idea using different words, then you have given yourself a second chance to communicate and resonate with the reader.  

We recommend that you use the spell checker capabilities of your word processing software, but don’t rely on it to catch all errors—for example, both “larger” and “lager” are legitimate words to the spell checker, but obviously have very different meanings.  We suggest that you get a review of your proposal, before you submit it, by someone who has not been involved in its preparation.  That outsider may see things that are not so obvious to the proposal writers who lose their ability to detect errors after they’ve seen multiple iterations of the document..  

So iff you thunked that spellling and grammir ain’t important in your SBIR proposal, then you is wrong.  Likewise, word-for-word repetition of a sentence or paragraph is bad, repetition of a sentence or paragraph is bad, repetition of a sentence or paragraph is bad………

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to include them in future announcements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Fall Conference, Seattle, WA, October 30, 2000.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Dept. of Defense and the Small Business Admin., is sponsoring the fall National SBIR Conference to be held in Seattle Washington.  Program Managers and representatives from participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on-one opportunities.  Specific program details and registration information will be posted on the following website as soon as it becomes available: http://www.zyn.com/sbir/.  Contact: Sharon DelaBarre at 360-683-5742 or sharon@zyn.com for more information.

REGIONAL

SBIR Bidder's Course and WorkshopSM, August 17, Baltimore MD/Washington DC area.  This is a business development seminar focused on the "how tos" of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential SBIR and STTR Bidders.  The workshop will be sponsored by the High Tech Council of Maryland, the Maryland Small Business Development Center Network (Central Region) and Neighborhood Revitalization Solutions.  For information, call (410) 315-8101 or send E-mail to JADE Research Corporation at SBIR@win-sbir.com.

Other events, with details to follow at a later time:

SBIR Conference, National Assoc. of Women Business Owners, Orange County, CA, September 16.

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR, due August 1, December 1

DoD SBIR 00.2 (accepting proposals July 3), due 8/16/00 

USDA SBIR 00-1, due 8/31/00
NSF, due 1/4/01

STTR

NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR, due August 1, December 1

NSF, due 1/4/01

COMING SOON

PHS NIH SBIR 01-1 (contracts version), expected 9/6/00

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.oar.noaa.gov/ORTA/ 

     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.sbirsttr.com/ 

       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/industrial/sbir.htm 

       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.futron.com/bmdo/bmdo.htm 

       U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) SBIR

          http://www.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm 

        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/   and http://sttr.er.doe.gov/sttr/
Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                            HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

