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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web.  To access these issues, connect to the site below, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  NASA SBIR 2000 Program Solicitation deadline reminder

This is a reminder that the closing date for the NASA SBIR 2000 Program Solicitation is July 14th.  All proposal submissions (both internet and postal) must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. EDT on Friday, July 14, 2000 at the NASA SBIR/STTR Program Support Office.  Any proposal received after that date and time shall be considered late and handled accordingly.  Also, the server/electronic handbook will not be available for internet submissions after 5:00 p.m. EDT on Friday, July 14, 2000.  Make sure you thoroughly review Chapter 6 for proposal submission instructions.  

For more information regarding the NASA SBIR/STTR program, visit the following web site:  http://sbir.nasa.gov/, or contact the NASA SBIR/STTR Support Office at:

REI Systems, Inc.

NASA SBIR/STTR Support Office

4041 Powder Mill Road, Suite 311

Calverton, MD 20705 

phone: 301-937-0888 

Fax:301-937-0204 

email: sbir@reisys.com 

--  DOE solicitation opportunities

The Department of Energy (DOE) FY 2000 SBIR/STTR Solicitation closed on February 29, 2000, however, there are several solicitation opportunities available through DOE's Office of Industrial Technologies (OIT) that are currently open.

Solicitations from the Inventions and Innovation Program and the NICE3 Program may be of particular interest to small businesses:

The Inventions and Innovation program provides financial assistance at two levels: up to $40,000 (Category 1) or up to $200,000 (Category 2) - for conducting early development and establishing technical performance of innovative, energy saving ideas and inventions.

The Category 1 portion of the program will fund up to $40,000 for conceptual ideas.  Category 1 applications industrial in nature will be restricted to specific topics considered priorities by DOE.  The topic areas for Category 1 industrial applications follow the Office of Industrial Technologies focus industries-Agriculture (bio-based products), Aluminum, Chemicals, Forest Products, Glass, Metalcasting, Mining, Petroleum, and Steel industries. The specific topic areas accepted under this year's solicitation are listed in Exhibit 2. Category 1 applications not industrial in nature, such as power, transportation, or buildings technologies, are exempt from specific restriction.

The Category 2 portion will fund up to $200,000 for more well developed inventions moving towards prototype development or commercialization.  At a minimum, engineering analysis and/or a bench scale model must be complete for an invention to be considered a Category 2 application.  The Category 2 competition will be more general in nature, accepting technologies within the areas of industry, power, transportation, or buildings. However, there is a particular interest in projects within the Office of Industrial Technologies focus industries. 

The Third Annual Inventions and Innovation Competitive Solicitation is now open.  The closing deadline is August 11, 2000, and awards are scheduled to be announced in December 2000.  You can download the solicitation and other necessary files in either Microsoft Word (.DOC) or Adobe Acrobat (.PDF) formats from the following web site: http://www.oit.doe.gov/inventions/.

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) sponsors an innovative, cost-sharing program to promote energy efficiency, clean production, and economic competitiveness in industry. The grant program, known as NICE3, provides funding to state and industry partnerships (large and small business) for projects that develop and demonstrate advances in energy efficiency and clean production technologies. 

Industry applicants must submit project proposals through a state energy, pollution prevention, or business development office. State and Industry partnerships are eligible to receive a one-time grant of up to $525,000. The industrial partner may receive a maximum of $500,000 in federal funding. Non-federal cost share must be at least 50% of the total cost of the project.

The National Industrial Competitiveness through Energy, Environment and Economics (NICE3) Competitive Solicitation is now open. The closing deadline is August 11, 2000, and awards are scheduled to be announced in December 2000. You can download the solicitation and other necessary files in either Microsoft Word (.DOC) or Adobe Acrobat (.PDF) formats from the following web site:  http://www.oit.doe.gov/nice3/.

For a complete schedule of OIT solicitations, connect to 

http://www.oit.doe.gov/news/solicitations.shtml.

Awards for the DOE FY 2000 SBIR/STTR Solicitation are expected to be announced in early July.  For more information concerning DOE's SBIR program contact the SBIR Program Office at (301) 903-1414 or sbir-sttr@oer.doe.gov, or visit the DOE SBIR web site at http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/.

--  NSF SBIR/STTR programmatic changes 

Some programmatic changes have been made to the National Science Foundation SBIR/STTR program.  The letter that appears below was recently posted on the NSF SBIR/STTR web site (http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir/), and is directed toward current Phase I grantees, but contains useful information for future participants as well.

Dear SBIR/STTR Phase I Grantee,

The National Science Foundation (NSF) would like to inform you of three very important programmatic changes that will be implemented immediately in the SBIR/STTR programs.

The first program change will be to increase the Phase II award amount to $500,000 for both SBIR and STTR http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbirspecs/Award_Req/award_req.htm.  This change will be effective starting with the July 12, 2000, Phase II proposal submissions. The National Science Foundation strives to support high-quality research.  By increasing the Phase II funding level, we hope to enable grantees to attract highly qualified researchers to their institutions. The ultimate goal is to move the feasibility research from the Phase I project to a Phase II prototype or to a product/process/software demonstration, which will eventually lead to commercialization.

The second program change requires that each Phase II grantee attend the annual NSF Grantees Workshops during the Phase II grant performance period.  The budget should include a cost of $2,000 for each workshop. The workshops will provide an opportunity for each grantee to present their Phase II project to workshop attendees as well as to their NSF SBIR/STTR Program Manager.

Finally, the third program change is to increase the NSF match in the Phase IIB supplement to $250,000. The Phase IIB instructions can be found on the NSF web site http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbirspecs/Phase_IIB/phase_iib.htm. The instructions currently found on the web site will reflect the following change; “The third party investor must commit a minimum of $100,000. NSF will match up to 50% of funds received, not to exceed $250,000.”

If you have any questions regarding the changes described above, please do not hesitate to contact my office at sbir@nsf.gov.  I wish you much success in your Phase II endeavors.

Sincerely,

Kesh Narayanan

Director

Small Business Innovation Research Program

Division of Design, Manufacture, and Industrial Innovation

National Science Foundation

Division of Design, Manufacture, and

Industrial Innovation

4201 Wilson Boulevard, Room 550

Arlington, VA  22230

--  Small Business Internet tool 

The U.S. Small Business Administration has an Internet based tool called Tech-Net that could be useful for SBIR participants.  As described on the SBA Tech-Net web site (http://tech-net.sba.gov/), "SBA Tech-Net is an electronic gateway of technology information and resources for and about small high-tech businesses.  It is a search engine for researchers, scientists, state, federal and local government officials, a marketing tool for small firms and a potential "link" to investment opportunities for investors and other sources of capital. 

The Tech-Net tool does have a few limitations, as pointed out in a review that was included in the June 23rd edition of the Wyoming SBIR Initiative Newsletter, which can be viewed at http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/.  Improvements are expected to be made periodically, however, and the SBA encourages comments from users who can send email messages to maurice.swinton@sba.gov. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Fall Conference, Seattle, WA, October 30, 2000.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Dept. of Defense and the Small Business Admin., is sponsoring the fall National SBIR Conference to be held in Seattle Washington.  Program Managers and representatives from participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on-one opportunities.  Specific program details and registration information will be posted on the following website as soon as it becomes available: http://www.zyn.com/sbir/.  Contact: Sharon DelaBarre at 360-683-5742 or sharon@zyn.com for more information.

REGIONAL

2nd Annual NIH SBIR/STTR Conference, Bethesda, MD, July 11-12, 2000.  Information about the conference, including registration, hotel information and the agenda, may be found at:  http://www.ncifcrf.gov/fcrdc/conf/sbir.  It is mandatory that all participants pre-register for this meeting (via the On-Line Registration site).  Due to strict space limitations, it is recommended that you register promptly.  For more information, contact Margaret L. Fanning Conference Planning Services, SAIC by Phone: 301-846-1995, Fax: 301-846-5866, or E-mail: fanningm@mail.ncifcrf.gov. 

SBIR Bidder's Course and WorkshopSM, August 17, Baltimore MD/Washington DC area.  This is a business development seminar focused on the "how tos" of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential SBIR and STTR Bidders.  The workshop will be sponsored by the High Tech Council of Maryland, the Maryland Small Business Development Center Network (Central Region) and Neighborhood Revitalization Solutions.  For information, call (410) 315-8101 or send E-mail to JADE Research Corporation at SBIR@win-sbir.com.

Other events, with details to follow at a later time:

SBIR Conference, National Assoc. of Women Business Owners, Orange County, CA, September 16.

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

NASA SBIR, due 7/14/00

NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR, due August 1, December 1

DoD SBIR 00.2 (accepting proposals July 3), due 8/16/00 

USDA SBIR 00-1, due 8/31/00
NSF, due 1/4/01

STTR

NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR, due August 1, December 1

NSF, due 1/4/01

COMING SOON

PHS NIH SBIR 01-1 (contracts version), expected 9/6/00
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                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.oar.noaa.gov/ORTA/ 

     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.sbirsttr.com/ 

       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/industrial/sbir.htm 

       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.futron.com/bmdo/bmdo.htm 

       U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) SBIR

          http://www.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm 

        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/   and http://sttr.er.doe.gov/sttr/
Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                            HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

