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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   

NEWS IN THIS ISSUE

--  NSF FY 2001 SBIR/STTR Solicitation Released

--  DoD STTR Solicitation is Now Open

--  NIH News Flash

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip of the Month
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  NSF FY 2001 SBIR/STTR Solicitation Released

The National Science Foundation (NSF) FY-2001 SBIR/STTR Program Solicitation (NSF 01-28) opened on March 1, 2001 for the topics of Advanced Materials and Manufacturing Systems and Information-Based Technologies.  Proposals are due on June 12, 2001.  The solicitation can be viewed and/or downloaded at the NSF SBIR website at http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir.  

Under this solicitation, proposals may be submitted for funding up to $100,000. SBIR projects run for 6-months and STTR projects for 12-months.  NSF expects to award approximately 220 Fixed Price Grants of which approximately 15 will be STTR (approximately 110 Phase I grants from the June submission and 110 from the January 2002 submission).  The anticipated funding amount is approximately $46 million for SBIR Phase I and approximately $3 million for STTR.

For more information, contact:

Joseph Hennessey, Advanced Materials & Manufacturing Systems, Program Manager, ENG, DMII, 550, telephone: 703-292-7069, e-mail: jhenness@nsf.gov . 

or

G. Patrick Johnson, Information-Based Technologies, Program Manager, ENG, DMII, 550, telephone: 703-292-7070, e-mail: gpjohnso@nsf.gov.

--  DoD STTR Solicitation is Now Open

The Department of Defense (DoD) began accepting proposals for the FY01 STTR Solicitation on March 1, 2001.  The deadline for receipt of proposals at the DOD Components is April 11, 2001.

The solicitation is available for viewing and/or downloading in HTML, PDF and MS Word file formats at the DoD SBIR/STTR web site (http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir/), or the DoD SBIR Resource Center at http://www.sbirsttr.com/sttr01/dod_sttr01.htm.  If you are unable to download any of the necessary files, please contact the Help Desk (by Email SBIRHELP@teltech.com, phone 800/382-4634, or fax 800/462-4128) for assistance. 

Don't forget that in addition to following the DOD-wide instructions in the Program Solicitation, proposers must also follow the specific instructions of the DOD Component (Navy, Air Force, etc.) to which you are applying.

--  NIH News Flash

The following announcement recently appeared on the National Institutes of Health SBIR/STTR web site (http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm):

NEWS FLASH:  Addition of a receipt date for acceptance of SBIR Grant applications to specified CDC CENTERS AND withdrawal of SBIR Grant Solicitation topics for CDC/NCHSTP in the PHS 2001-2 Omnibus Solicitation of the NIH, CDC and FDA FOR SBIR/STTR Grant applications. Please see the following file for additional information:  http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/newsflash022101.htm 

The text of the file that is referenced above is posted below for your convenience:

ADDITION OF A RECEIPT DATE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF SBIR GRANT APPLICATIONS TO SPECIFIED CDC CENTERS AND WITHDRAWAL OF SBIR GRANT APPLICATION TOPICS FOR CDC/NCHSTP IN THE PHS 2001-2 OMNIBUS SOLICITATION OF THE NIH, CDC and FDA FOR SBIR/STTR GRANT APPLICATIONS.

A. ADDITION OF A RECEIPT DATE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF SBIR GRANT APPLICATIONS TO SPECIFIED CDC CENTERS. The following awarding components of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) will accept Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) grant applications in Calendar Year 2001 for the August 1 receipt date IN ADDITION TO the December 1 receipt date:

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH (NIOSH) 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR INJURY PREVENTION AND CONTROL (NCIPC) 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR CHRONIC DISEASE PREVENTION AND HEALTH PROMOTION (NCCDPHP) 

OFFICE ON SMOKING AND HEALTH 

NATIONAL IMMUNIZATION PROGRAM (NIP) 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH (NCEH) 

B. WITHDRAWAL OF SBIR TOPICS FOR CDC/NCHSTP IN THE PHS 2001-2 OMNIBUS SOLICITATION OF THE NIH, CDC and FDA FOR SBIR/STTR GRANT APPLICATIONS. CDC grant topics for the National Center for HIV, STD, and TB Prevention (NCHSTP) listed in the Department of Health and Human Services PHS 2001-2 Omnibus Solicitation of the National Institutes of Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Food and Drug Administration SBIR/STTR Grant Solicitation (see http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm) have been withdrawn. Effective immediately, CDC has announced that NCHSTP will not accept applications for the August 1 or December 1 receipt date in response to the PHS 2001-2 Omnibus Solicitation for Grant Applications. Note: All other CDC awarding components listed above will accept SBIR grant applications for the August 1 and December 1 receipt dates.

Direct inquires to:

Ms. Nina Waters

CDC SBIR Program Administrator

Office of Procurement and Grants

2920 Brandywine Road

Atlanta, GA 30341

Telephone: 770-488-2805

Email: jvw0@cdc.gov

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip of the Month

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:  Beware of Sample Proposals.  

Copyright © 2000 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

It seems like someone is always looking for samples of winning SBIR or STTR proposals.  They can be found in various places, including on some of the agencies’ websites, in the back of some SBIR solicitations, and through organizations like Project SBIR West.  You also can sometimes entice a successful SBIR/STTR company to share one of their winning proposals, provided you are not perceived to be a competitor.  Agencies, by the way, cannot readily share proposals that they have received because they must protect the proprietary rights of the submitters.

We encourage you to look at sample SBIR/STTR proposals—heck, we even include a couple in our workshops!  However, we want to caution you about HOW you use them.

First, there is no such thing as a perfect SBIR or STTR proposal.  While we certainly don’t want to minimize the hard work and skill that most proposers have put into a winning proposal, our experience suggests that most funded proposals are not flawless. Therefore, don’t treat a winning SBIR/STTR proposal as gospel or the Holy Grail—it’s just a sample of what one company did to respond to a particular agency about a particular topic, and they did a good enough job to win.

Second, try to determine the approximate date of the sample proposal.  If a cover page is included, there may be some reference to fiscal year (or sometimes a number assigned by the agency will start, for example, with “93-xxx” signifying it came from fiscal year 1993).  The dates in the bios might also give some indication, as will the most recent dates in the bibliography.   Why do you care?  The SBIR and STTR programs have gotten more competitive over time, so what might have been good enough to win a few years ago might not be good enough today.  Also, certain things receive greater emphasis now, compared to the good ‘ol days—for example, today’s commercialization discussion has to be a lot better in your proposal than it would have been before the 1992 SBIR reauthorization when commercial applications began receiving greater emphasis by the agencies.  Therefore, if you emulate an older proposal, you may not write at a level, and with the appropriate emphasis, to be a winner in today’s environment.

Third, we have seen a number of proposals that were awarded because the writer (whether intentionally or not) said the right things to the right reviewer and they won—even though the proposal itself was only average in quality. That kind of sample proposal will not be very helpful as you write to a different reviewer about a different topic.   Other proposals were prepared, for example, by a company with 25 employees that has won 40 SBIR/STTR projects over the past decade and commercialized all of them.  If your company has two employees (you plus your dog) and has never won an SBIR and has no commercialization track record, that sample proposal is not going to look anything (hopefully) like what yours will.

Fourth, each agency has a little different twist on what they want you to present, and how.  Therefore, if you look at a sample proposal written to a different agency than the one you are pursuing, you need to take note of such differences.  For example, NIH does not require a separate section on commercialization, while NASA does (and expects a pretty detailed discussion of it, we might add).  Therefore, a sample of an NIH proposal will not give you proper guidance on how your NASA proposal should look with regard to this important topic.  As a rule of thumb, a proposal submitted to an SBIR grant agency is not guide guidance for a proposal being submitted to an SBIR contract agency, and vice versa (NIH, DOE, NSF, USDA award grants, while DOD, NASA, NIH, DOT, DOC, DoED, and EPA award contracts).

In summary, we urge you to look at sample SBIR and STTR proposals.  But do so with a very critical eye, and with the goal of finding things in those proposals that you would like to incorporate in your future proposals (as well as the things that you don’t like in them and want to avoid).  Do not expect to find the perfect proposal that will exactly fit what you want to say, and how you need to say it.

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to include them in future announcements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Spring Conference, Arlington, VA, Apr 19 - 22, 2001.  For complete details, visit the following web site:  http://www.sbirconference.com/index.html, or contact: Barbara or Gayle at SBIR2001natconf@WillsDuncangroup.com or 800-228-9290.

National SBIR Fall Conference, Rapid City, SD, October 23 - 26, 2001.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Dept. of Defense and the Small Business Admin., and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this fall National SBIR Conference.  Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on-one opportunities.  An additional focus of this conference will include commercialization and information pertaining to EPSCoR states and rural areas. Additional information will be available in January.  Contact: Sharon DelaBarre at sharon@zyn.com or Phone: 360-683-5742.

REGIONAL

SBIR Bidder's Course and WorkshopSM, Washington, DC area, March 7, 2001.  This workshop will be sponsored by the High Technology Council of Maryland and will be held at the High Tech Council's Incubator in Rockville, MD.  This is a business development seminar focused on the "how tos" of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential SBIR and STTR Bidders.  The course instruction, workbook, & classroom materials will be provided by The SBIR Resource Center.  For more information, call (410) 315-8101, email the JADE Research Corporation at SBIR@win-sbir.com, or visit their web site at http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html.
* Mid Florida SBIR/STTR Conference, University of Central Florida, March 12, 2001.  Representatives from all participating agencies will attend and provide an overview and insights into their respective programs.  Additional conference agenda items include:  company strategic positioning for SBIR/STTR competition, proposal preparation, budget development, insights from prior awardees, teaming with the university on proposals and utilizing the university incubator and other resources.  Sponsors include: Center for Advanced Transportation Systems Simulation, UCF Incubator/Office of Sponsored Research, Small Business Development Center, Florida Business Incubator Association, Central Florida Innovation Corporation and Economic Development Commission of Mid-Florida.  For more information, contact John Selter at jselter@mail.ucf.edu or contact the SBDC

at the University of Central Florida at 407-823-5554 or visit their web page at www.bus.ucf.edu/sbdc and follow the links to "Training.". 

* SBIR Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Iowa City, IA, March 22, 2001.  This workshop will include an overview of the SBIR/STTR programs, talk about recent changes (including those coming as a result of the reauthorization of SBIR), and proposal preparation instruction.  For more information or to register, contact Cheryl Kamman at kamman@iastate.edu.

* SBIR Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Marietta, GA, March 30, 2001 (Tentative).  Same program as the Iowa City event described above. Please contact rpetrie@kennesaw.edu for an update on the status of this event.

* SBIR Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Little Rock, AK, April 5, 2001 (Tentative).  Contact akerksieck@ualr.edu for more information.  

Other events, with details to follow at a later time:

* SBIR Workshops, Orange County, California, April 30-May 1

* Phase I Proposal Development & Cost Proposal Prep Workshops, Norman, OK, June 6-8

* SBIR Workshops, Wichita, Kansas, June 13-14

* Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc will provide training at these workshops.  Any attendee of one of these workshops is entitled to a free critique of his or her draft SBIR or STTR proposal.  If you have questions, contact Gail or Jim Greenwood at g-jgreenwood@att.net, or visit their web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood. 

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

NIH SBIR/STTR, due 4/1, 8/1, 12/1/01

DOEd, SBIR, due 4/18/01

DOT SBIR, due 5/1/01

NSF SBIR/STTR, due 6/12/01

STTR

NIH SBIR/STTR, due 4/1, 8/1, 12/1/01

DoD STTR, due 4/11/01
NSF SBIR/STTR, due 6/12/01

COMING SOON

NASA SBIR/STTR 2001, expected March 28, 2001
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.oar.noaa.gov/ORTA/ 

     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.sbirsttr.com/ 

       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/industrial/sbir.htm 

       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.futron.com/bmdo/bmdo.htm 

       U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) SBIR

          http://www.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm 

        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/ 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

