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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web at www.pnl.gov/edo/sbir.stm.  Subscription and keyword search instructions appear at the end of this newsletter.   
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--  Healthcare SBIR Phase I Opportunity

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip of the Month
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  DoEd SBIR 2001 Solicitation Released

The Department of Education (DoEd) SBIR 2001 solicitation was released on January 26, 2001.  The closing date for this solicitation is April 18, 2001.  Awards are for periods up to six (6) months in amounts up to $60,000.  For FY 2001, ED anticipates making approximately twenty-five (25) awards.  The solicitation is available for download in MS Word format at the DOE SBIR web site (http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/).  Paper copies may also be requested by calling the RFP Request Line at (202) 708-6498.

Questions about technical aspects of the ED SBIR Program, but not pertaining to administrative processing of solicitations, can be submitted to: 

Lee Eiden

ED SBIR Coordinator

U.S. Department of Education

Capitol Place - Room 508D

555 New Jersey Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20208-5644

Telephone: (202) 219-2004.

Questions pertaining to administrative processing (including from Section K) and procurement issues regarding the solicitation, can be directed to LaShawn Flemming-Pettaway, Procurement Technician, at (202) 708-8576

--  Healthcare SBIR Phase I Opportunity

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality is accepting proposals for a Small Business Innovative Research Program, Phase I solicitation.  The topic for this solicitation is: Developing Tools to Enhance Quality and Patient Safety Through Medical Informatics.  Proposals are due March 19, 2001.

For your information, the following announcement which was printed in the Commerce Business Daily on Printed Issue Date: January 17, 2001 appears below.  For more information, visit the solicitation web site at http://www.ahrq.gov/fund/rfp010014.htm.

SUBJECT: A--SMALL BUSINESS INNOVATIVE RESEARCH (SBIR) PROGRAM PHASE I

DESC: The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) (formerly the Agency for Health Care Policy and Research) is soliciting proposals to conduct Phase I of the Small Business Innovative Research (SBIR) Program for AHRQ. It is expected that multiple awards will be made in support of this program. Organizations submitting proposals under the SBIR program must qualify as a small business concern in accordance with the definition provided in the solicitation. 

The Agency seeks Phase I SBIR proposals to: 1) develop informatics tools that enhance patient safety by reducing medical errors and injuries; 2) develop Internet or other computer applications that enhance patient-provider communication and shared decision-making; 3) develop applications that allow providers to share medical records and other medical information with their patients; or 4) develop handheld or other portable device applications for patients and providers. 

Proposals must address how the use of these technologies can improve quality of care and improve patient safety. In Phase I, investigators should propose an approach or combination of approaches for identifying factors important in the development of these tools and devices. Potential approaches may include patient and provider focus groups, comprehensive literature reviews, secondary data analysis, and other techniques appropriate for Phase I contracts. The contractor will be expected to develop prototype devices and interventions, such as web-based technologies that interactively link patients with their health care providers and health care systems. Additional information related to these topics will be contained in the solicitation. 

The RFP is available for downloading at the following web site: http://www.ahrq.gov/fund/rfp010014.htm. Request for copies of the RFP shall be forwarded to the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, Attention: Sherry Baldwin, Division of Contracts Management, Suite 601, 2101 East Jefferson Street, Rockville, Maryland 20852. Telephone request will not be honored; all requests must be in writing. Faxed requests shall be sent to 301 443-7523.  

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip of the Month

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:  SBIR vs STTR Programs.  

Copyright © 2000 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

There seems to be confusion about the differences between the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs.  This confusion may cause you to select the wrong one for your proposal. Some of the differences include

·
STTR is focused on technology transfer and a collaborative project between the small firm and a non-profit research partner

·
There’s greater flexibility in the employment of the PI in STTR

·
SBIR has a shorter Phase I effort

·
STTR has more flexibility in the amount of the project done by the research partner versus the small company

·
STTR has a smaller Phase II funding level than SBIR

·
Probabilities of award are different in SBIR than in STTR

·
STTR is a distinct program from SBIR, with different goals

·
STTR has not been reauthorized beyond FY01. 

Let’s spend a few minutes discussing some of the main differences.

SBIR is the older of the two programs, with its origins at National Science Foundation (NSF) back in the late 1970s.  It also is much larger than STTR; while STTR is responsible for about $65 million in awards annually, SBIR grants and contracts exceed $1.2 billion per year.  

Does it make much difference whether you apply to SBIR versus STTR?  Yes and no.  As we pointed out above, there’s a lot more money in SBIR than STTR, which may limit an agency’s ability to fund some “extremely innovative” projects in STTR whereas they may be more acceptable in SBIR.  STTR in recent years has seen higher award rates than SBIR, meaning that a higher fraction of STTR proposals are funded than SBIR proposals.  STTR also gives you the ability to subcontract more of the award to the non-profit research entity than you can in SBIR.  However, SBIR Phase II awards typically are larger than STTR Phase IIs—SBIR Phase IIs are up to $750k, while those in STTR are capped at $500k.

One major difference between SBIR and STTR is the number of participating agencies.  There are 10 agencies making SBIR awards, while only five of them (Dept of Defense, National Institutes of Health, NSF, NASA, and Dept of Energy) participate in STTR.  Therefore, if you are applying to any of the other agencies (such as Dept of Education or Agriculture), you have no option but to apply for SBIR funding.

Another difference pertains to where the project’s principal investigator (PI) resides.  In SBIR, the PI must be primarily employed by the proposing firm, and meet agency-specific guidelines.  With STTR, at least two agencies (DARPA within DOD, and NIH) accept a PI who is employed by the university, federal lab, or non-profit research entity but who has an “official relationship” with the small firm.  This can be an important difference, for example, if your technical “star” is a university professor who does not want to transfer their primary place of employment from that institution to your firm in order to be the PI.

The main difference between SBIR and STTR is the role of an independent, non-profit research entity.  The STTR program requires that your small firm collaborate with such an entity (it might be a university, federal lab, or another acceptable non-profit research organization that fit the criteria) on both Phase I and II of the project.  Here’s where some of the confusion between the programs occurs:  It is perfectly acceptable to have such a non-profit research entity on an SBIR project, it’s just not a requirement as it is in STTR.  Some folks seem to think that, if they are going to include a non-profit research entity on their project, then they must apply for STTR—that simply is not true.

Other differences between SBIR and STTR have diminished in recent years.  In the past, each agency issued separate STTR and SBIR solicitations, containing totally separate topics, and with different deadlines for SBIR and STTR proposals.  But now three of the five STTR agencies (NIH, NSF and DOE) have combined their SBIR and STTR solicitations, so their SBIR and STTR deadlines and topics are identical.

We recommend that you consider several factors in deciding whether to submit your proposal for STTR or SBIR funding.  First, is the lower ceiling on STTR Phase II awards likely to be a factor in your project?  Second, do you need the flexibility of STTR in allowing your non-profit research entity to have a greater fraction of the project budget than is allowed under SBIR?  Third, is the best person to serve as your PI employed full-time in the university or federal lab, in which case STTR might be a better choice for your DARPA or NIH proposal?  And fourth, what are the chances that Congress will continue the STTR program?  

STTR is up for reauthorization at the end of FY01 and, if Congress does not reauthorize the program, it will terminate on September 30, 2001.  Given the difficulty in getting the SBIR program reauthorized last year (SBIR is larger, has a more established small business constituency, and has been very popular in Congress), some of us are skeptical whether STTR will be continued (or continued as a separate program).  So, if you submit and are awarded a Phase I STTR project in FY01 and the STTR program dies at the end of the fiscal year, what happens to your possibility of a Phase II award?  Maybe the agencies would fund alternative ways of funding promising STTR Phase IIs, or maybe not…

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to include them in future announcements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Conference, Tulsa, OK, February 26 - March 1, 2001. 

The National Science Foundation, in association with the Department. of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this National SBIR Conference.  Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer questions during one-on-one opportunities.  An additional focus of this conference will include information pertaining to EPSCoR states and rural areas.  Registration forms, a program overview, agenda and more are available at http://www.zyn.com/sbir/meeting/.  Contact Sharon DelaBarre at sharon@zyn.com or 360-683-5742 for more information.

National SBIR Spring Conference, Arlington, VA, Apr 19 - 22, 2001.  For complete details, visit the following web site:  http://www.sbirconference.com/index.html, or contact: Barbara or Gayle at SBIR2001natconf@WillsDuncangroup.com or 800-228-9290.

National SBIR Fall Conference, Rapid City, SD, October 23 - 26, 2001.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Dept. of Defense and the Small Business Admin., and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this fall National SBIR Conference.  Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on-one opportunities.  An additional focus of this conference will include commercialization and information pertaining to EPSCoR states and rural areas. Additional information will be available in January.  Contact: Sharon DelaBarre at sharon@zyn.com or Phone: 360-683-5742.

REGIONAL

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Gloucester, Virginia, February 9, 2001.  This workshop will include an intensive overview of the SBIR and STTR programs, an extensive discussion of how to prepare a competitive Phase I proposal to either of these programs, and a group critique of an actual SBIR proposal.  The workshop location will be at the Virginia Institute for Marine Science, and will feature guest speaker from the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  For more information or to register, contact Sue Eilerson, (804)371-2748 or seilertson@dit.state.va.us.

Small Business Financing Workshop and Phase I SBIR Proposal Preparation Workshop, Miami, Florida, February 22 & 23, 2001.  This workshop will address how small companies (technology or non-tech) can raise the money that they need; SBIR/STTR as a funding mechanism; and how to develop and write a competitive Phase I proposal.  For more information, contact Lorren Oliver at 305-237-1900 or loliver@mdcc.edu 

SBIR Bidder's Course and WorkshopSM, Washington, DC area, march 7, 2001.  This workshop will be sponsored by the High Technology Council of Maryland and will be held at the High Tech Council's Incubator in Rockville, MD.  This is a business development seminar focused on the "how tos" of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential SBIR and STTR Bidders.  The course instruction, workbook, & classroom materials will be provided by The SBIR Resource Center.  For more information, call (410) 315-8101, email the JADE Research Corporation at SBIR@win-sbir.com, or visit their web site at http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html.
Mid Florida SBIR/STTR Conference, University of Central Florida, March 12, 2001.  Representatives from all participating agencies will attend and provide an overview and insights into their respective programs.  Additional conference agenda items include:  company strategic positioning for SBIR/STTR competition, proposal preparation, budget development, insights from prior awardees, teaming with the university on proposals and utilizing the university incubator and other resources.  Sponsors include: Center for Advanced Transportation Systems Simulation, UCF Incubator/Office of Sponsored Research, Small Business Development Center, Florida Business Incubator Association, Central Florida Innovation Corporation and Economic Development Commission of Mid-Florida.  For more information, contact John Selter at jselter@mail.ucf.edu. 

Other events, with details to follow at a later time:

SBIR Workshop, Ames, Iowa

SBIR Workshop(s), Little Rock, Arkansas

SBIR Workshop(s), Wichita, Kansas

Phase I Proposal Development & Cost Proposal Prep Workshops, McAlester, OK, June 6-8
If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

DOE SBIR/STTR, due 2/20/01
NIH SBIR/STTR, due 4/1, 8/1, 12/1/01

DOEd, SBIR, due 4/18/01

STTR

DOE SBIR/STTR, due 2/20/01
NIH SBIR/STTR, due 4/1, 8/1, 12/1/01

COMING SOON

DOT SBIR, expected February 15, 2001

DoD STTR, opens March 1, 2001 (on the Web now)
NSF SBIR/STTR, opens March 1, 2001 (on the Web now)

NASA SBIR/STTR 2001, expected March 28, 2001
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.oar.noaa.gov/ORTA/ 

     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.sbirsttr.com/ 

       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/industrial/sbir.htm 

       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.futron.com/bmdo/bmdo.htm 

       U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) SBIR

          http://www.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm 

        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/ 

Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back-issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
To access back-issues, connect to the site above, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

       HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

