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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web.  To access these issues, connect to the site below, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!!!!!
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  SBIR Program Reauthorized!

On December 15th, Congress passed the SBIR reauthorization legislation as part of the 2001 Omnibus Appropriations bill.  This will extend the SBIR program through federal fiscal year 2008.  Key SBIR provisions of the legislation include:  a new mentoring program targeted to small firms in areas of the country which have been less active and less successful in the program; an annual reporting requirement on the SBIR program; and improved SBA reporting and data base requirements.

--  DOEd FY 2001 Solicitation Release Date and Topics

The Department of Education (DOEd) FY 2001 Phase I solicitation will be released on January 26, 2001 FY 2001.  Proposals will be due April 18, 2001.  DOEd has announced that FY 2001Phase I SBIR award levels will be increased to $60,000.  The Phase I Topics for this solicitation appear below:

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education 

The following two (2) topics support innovative research and development of technologies that contribute to safe and orderly learning environments in schools. 

1.    Development of Innovative Technology and/or Devices, for Use in Schools to Detect Guns and Other Weapons in a Non-Obtrusive Manner. 

2.    Development of Innovative Software Applications for Use in Schools, to Collect, Synthesize and Analyze School-Based Crime and Disciplinary Data. 

Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services 

The following seven (7) topics relate to innovative research utilizing new technologies (including nanotechnologies and biotechnologies) to address the needs of individuals with disabilities and their families. 

3.    Development of Technology for Access and Success for Students and Adults with Disabilities in Education and the Workplace, with a Focus on the Built or Electronic/Information Environments. 

4.    Research on Improving the Sensory or Motor Health and Functional Status of Individuals with Disabilities of All Ages. 

5.    Development of Assistive Technology to Improve the Functional Ability of Students and Adults with Disabilities. 

6.    Development of Technologies to Improve the Transition from School-to-Work and Employment for Students and Adults with Disabilities. 

7.    Research in Positive Behavioral Supports and Independent Living/Community Integration to Allow Individuals with Emotional, Behavioral, or Life Support Needs to Participate in Educational, Vocational, and Everyday Life Activities. 

8.    Research on Technologies or Strategies for All Aspects of Early Intervention in Infants, Toddlers, and Small Children. 

9.    Research, Development, or Outcome Measurements in Cross-Cutting Disability and Rehabilitation Related Technologies and Software. 

Office of Vocational and Adult Education 

10.    Development of Instructional Materials and/or Assessment Instruments that will Assist Secondary Teachers in Teaching and Documenting Student Achievement in One (1) of Five (5) Career Clusters with Established Standards. 

The five (5) career clusters with established standards by the U.S. Department of Education are: 

arts, a/v technology and communication 

health science 

information technology 

manufacturing 

transportation, distribution and logistics 

Office of Educational Research and Improvement 

11.    Development or Adaptation of Emerging and Cutting-Edge Technologies for Improving Teaching and Learning in Pre-Kindergarten to Postsecondary Education, or for Supporting School/Classroom Management and Comprehensive School Reform. 

The electronic version of the solicitation can be downloaded from the DOEd SBIR web site (http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR) upon release.  Interested parties can be placed on the mailing list for hardcopy by calling the Department's RFP Information Line at (202) 708-6498 and requesting "SBIR RFP Number ED-01-Q-003".

--  DoD STTR Pre-Solicitation Announcement 

The following pre-solicitation announcement regarding the Department of Defense FY 2001 STTR solicitation appeared in the December 18 issue of the Commerce Business Daily: 

Small high-technology firms are encouraged to submit proposals to DoD for R&D projects with both military and commercial applications in response to STTR solicitation 2001 which will be publicly released on the DoD SBIR Web Site (http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir) on January 2, 2001.  DoD will begin accepting proposals in response to this solicitation on March 1, 2001.  Five DoD components will participate in the STTR 2001 solicitation - the Departments of the Army, Navy and Air Force; the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) and the Ballistic Missile Defense Organization (BMDO). 

The solicitation will list all the R&D topics under which DoD is seeking proposals, and will also contain detailed information on the parameters of the STTR Program and how to submit a proposal.  Small firms apply first for a six-month phase I award of $60,000 to $100,000 to test the scientific, technical, and commercial merit of a particular concept.  Proposals are limited to 25 pages in length. If phase I proves successful, the firm may be invited to apply for a two-year phase II award of $400,000 to $500,000 to further develop the concept, usually to the prototype stage.  

On January 2, 2001, DoD will also publicly release on the DoD SBIR Web Site (http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir) the names of the SBIR solicitation topic authors and their phone numbers.  This will give small companies an opportunity to ask technical questions about specific solicitation topics by telephone before they submit a proposal.  Once DoD begins accepting proposals on March 1, 2001 such telephone questions will no longer be accepted.  

Phase I proposals are to be submitted to the addressees designated in the solicitation, and must arrive no later than 3:00 P.M. local time, at the addressee's organization, on April 11, 2001.  A hard copy of the solicitation will be mailed automatically to all firms registered with SBIR Support Services. 

To register, call SBIR Support Services at 800-382-4634.  Hard copies and/or electronic copies of the solicitation will also be available from SBIR Support Services (800-382-4634).  Small firms participating in the SBIR program retain patent rights and technical data rights, in accord with Public Law 97-219 and Public Law 102-564. Participation in the DoD SBIR Program is restricted to small business firms organized for profit with 500 or fewer employees, including all affiliated firms." 

For further information, call 800/382-4634, or contact Pauline Y. Floyd, Contracting Officer, at 703-695-0748 or floydpy@hqda.army.mil. 
--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip of the Month

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:  Agreements with Subcontractors, Consultants, and Employees.  

Copyright © 2000 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

You know that there will be plenty of paperwork between you and the government when you negotiate and sign the contract or grant to start your SBIR project.  But what about the paperwork that should exist between you and those who will be working for you on this project?  While we are not attorneys and don’t want to delve into all the nitty-gritty details of such agreements, we do want to make suggestions as to what you include in them.

With your employees, and in particular with the person who will be serving as your principal investigator on the SBIR project, you need to have an employment agreement that stipulates several things.  First, it should indicate what, if any, rights the employee has to intellectual property that they create during the course of their work on the SBIR project.  It also should include non-disclosure expectations, so the employee doesn’t give away your farm to some competitor, and a non-compete clause so that they don’t try to set up their own farm based on the SBIR work they did for you. 

This latter clause may include a stipulation that the employee agrees that ownership of the SBIR project lies with your firm, and not with employee, should he or she decide to leave part way through the project and try to take it with them.  This employment agreement may also indicate that the employee understands that they are to maintain accurate and complete time sheets, which will be required for any SBIR project.  

Your agreements with your subcontractors or consultants should be more encompassing.  First, they should clearly state the role of the sub or consultant on the SBIR project (which should be consistent with what you said they’d do in the proposal).  It should clarify the dollar amount to be paid, and the terms under which it will be paid (e.g., based on consultant’s submission of a suitable and accurate invoice and then paid within 30 days of receipt thereof).  Clarify that the sub or consultant is an “independent contractor,” which helps prevent the IRS from coming back later and claiming that they were really employees of your firm and that you should have withheld payroll taxes from their compensation.  

As with the employment agreement, have stipulations about non-disclosure, non-compete, and ownership of intellectual property.  Be sure to also include a “flow through” clause that requires the sub or consultant to abide by all the rules and regs that you (as the prime contractor) are subjected to under your SBIR contract or grant—if you don’t have this clause, you may not be able to force them to comply with certain government requirements even though the Feds are telling you that you must get their compliance.  

Try to get the employment agreement in place when you hire the person, or at least before the SBIR project begins (you may want to check with your attorney about any state labor laws that influence when you can ask the employee to sign such an agreement).  Likewise, get the agreement with the subcontractor/consultant when they agree to participate in the project, or at least before you sign the SBIR contract or grant.  If you wait until a conflict or problem arises, it can be a lot tougher to negotiate the agreement that you need to protect your interests.

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to include them in future announcements.
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              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Conference, Tulsa, OK, February 26 - March 1, 2001. 

The National Science Foundation, in association with the Department. of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this National SBIR Conference.  Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer questions during one-on-one opportunities.  An additional focus of this conference will include information pertaining to EPSCoR states and rural areas.  Additional information will be available in early December. Contact Sharon DelaBarre at sharon@zyn.com or 360-683-5742 for more information.

REGIONAL

SBIR Bidder's Course and WorkshopSM, Kent, OH, January 22, 2001.  This is a business development seminar focused on the "how to" of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential SBIR and STTR Bidders.  The course instruction, workbook, & classroom materials will be provided by The SBIR Resource Center, and will be sponsored by the Ohio's Manufacturing Small Business Development Center at Kent State, and the Kent State School of Technology.  For more information, contact the JADE Research Corporation at (800) WIN-SBIR, or SBIR@win-sbir.com.  

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Atlanta area, Georgia, January 26, 2001.  This workshop will include a simple four step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  For more details about the program and registration, contact Rina Petrie at (770)423-6759 or rpetrie@kennesaw.edu.

An Organized Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Titusville, Florida, February 1, 2000.  This workshop will include a simple four step process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal, with special emphasis on IT and computer applications.  To register or get more information, please contact Chris Cain at cainc@cookman.edu.  

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Gloucester, Virginia, February 9, 2001.  This workshop will include an intensive overview of the SBIR and STTR programs, an extensive discussion of how to prepare a competitive Phase I proposal to either of these programs, and a group critique of an actual SBIR proposal.  The workshop location will be at the Virginia Institute for Marine Science, and will feature guest speaker from the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  For more information or to register, contact Sue Eilerson, (804)371-2748 or seilertson@dit.state.va.us.

Small Business Financing Workshop and Phase I SBIR Proposal Preparation Workshop, Miami, Florida, February 22 & 23, 2001.  This workshop will address how small companies (technology or non-tech) can raise the money that they need; SBIR/STTR as a funding mechanism; and how to develop and write a competitive Phase I proposal.  For more information, contact Lorren Oliver at 305-237-1900 or loliver@mdcc.edu 

Other events, with details to follow at a later time:

SBIR Workshop, Ames, Iowa

SBIR Workshop(s), Little Rock, Arkansas

SBIR Workshop(s), Wichita, Kansas

Phase I Proposal Development & Cost Proposal Prep Workshops, McAlester, OK, June 6-8
If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

NSF SBIR/STTR, due 1/4/01 (Biotechnology and Electronics)

DOD SBIR 2001.1, due 1/10/00

DOC-NIST/NOAA SBIR, due 1/17/00

DOE SBIR/STTR, due 2/20/01
STTR

NSF SBIR/STTR, due 1/4/01 (Biotechnology and Electronics)

DOE SBIR/STTR, due 2/20/01
COMING SOON

DoD STTR, expected on the Web January 2, 2001

NIH SBIR/STTR, expected January, 2001

DOEd, SBIR, expected January, 26 2001

DOT SBIR, expected February 15, 2001

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.oar.noaa.gov/ORTA/ 

     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.sbirsttr.com/ 

       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/industrial/sbir.htm 

       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.futron.com/bmdo/bmdo.htm 

       U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) SBIR

          http://www.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm 

        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/   and http://sttr.er.doe.gov/sttr/
Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
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                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                            HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

