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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web.  To access these issues, connect to the site below, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
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--  DHHS SBIR/STTR Grant Solicitation Deadline Reminder
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  DHHS SBIR/STTR Grant Solicitation Deadline Reminder

Just a reminder that grant applications submitted under the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Omnibus Solicitation of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and Food and Drug Administration (FDA) SBIR/STTR Phase I Grant Solicitation for the SBIR/STTR programs must be received by December 1, 2000. 

Applicants must submit the original and two exact, clear, single-sided photocopies of each application.  The original must be signed by the Principal Investigator and a corporate official authorized to act for the applicant organization.  

Mail or deliver the complete and signed typewritten, original and two signed, exact, clear, single-sided photocopies of the application, in one package, to: 

Center for Scientific Review

National Institutes of Health

6701 Rockledge Drive

Room 1040-MSC 7710

Bethesda, MD 20892-7710

Phone (301) 435-0715

(Change the zip code to 20817 for

express mail or courier service).

Usually within six weeks, the CSR/NIH will send the Principal Investigator and the applicant organization a notification of receipt of the application. The mailer will indicate a grant application assignment number as well as the name, address, and telephone number of the Scientific Review Administrator (SRA) of the scientific peer review group to which the application has been assigned. If this information is not received within that time, contact: 

Division of Receipt and Referral

Center for Scientific Review, NIH

(301) 435-0715; fax: (301) 480-1987 

Sample Grant Application Assignment Number 

Well before your application goes into the mail, it is a good idea to thoroughly review the SBIR/STTR Reminder sheets to make sure you have met the minimum proposal requirements.

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip of the Month

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:  Getting a Debriefing.  

Copyright © 2000 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

One of the nice features of the SBIR and STTR programs is the opportunity to get feedback on your proposal once the agency has picked the winners for a particular funding cycle.  Each agency does the “debriefing” on an SBIR/STTR proposal a little bit differently—some require that you request it while others give it to you automatically, some provide it in writing while others give it to you verbally—but all are required to make this feedback available to you.  We heartily suggest that you take advantage of the debriefing, whether you won or lost.

The ugly truth is that SBIR and STTR are competitive programs, and chances are you will not win every time you submit a proposal.  Recognizing that you spent a lot of time and thought in preparing your submittal, the debriefing can be a reasonable reward for your efforts in the event that your proposal is not funded (although it is probably like being named “Miss Congeniality”).  The debriefing can give you some idea of what the reviewers understood (or misunderstood) about your proposal and what they did and did not like about it.  That’s good information in case you plan to resubmit the proposal for the next funding cycle—it gives you some idea about how the resubmittal should differ from the original and help you decide whether it is even worth your while to resubmit it.  Even if you don’t resubmit it (or if you are working with an agency where resubmittals are not allowed), you usually will learn something valuable from the debriefing that you can incorporate into future proposals.

Prepare to be a bit miffed about what is said in the debriefing.  After all, that proposal was your baby, and you had invested a lot in it.  You may get angry in that you feel the reviewer misunderstood your project, or that they were a bit arrogant in their remarks.  There have even been a few instances that we’re aware of in which the debriefing demonstrates that a reviewer screwed up.  

The first thing to do when you see the debriefing, therefore, is to calm down.  The second thing is to let the comments sink in for a few days or even weeks.  If, after that period of “reflection,” you concur with some of the comments, then decide how you will incorporate them into your resubmittal or into your future proposal attempts.  If you think some of the comments are just plain wrong, then have someone review your proposal and the debriefing (in that order) and ask them whether they agree with the reviewer.  This, of course, needs to be someone who will give you honest feedback.  

If you still conclude that some of the comments are in error, then don’t write your congressman.  Instead, try to briefly describe your concern in writing (if you can’t write it down clearly and briefly, then that’s a sign that you really haven’t got your thoughts organized).  Share it with the SBIR program manager for the agency (or component thereof) to which you submitted the proposal, and ask for their feedback.  That correspondence should not be derogatory or threatening—your goal is to communicate your concern and to see if the agency rep concurs or has another perspective that might help you understand where the reviewer was coming from.  

Remember that we said earlier that you should request a debriefing whether you win or not.  It is somewhat counter-intuitive to ask for this feedback when you win—something about that old saying “don’t’ look a gift horse in the mouth.”  But there’s no such thing as a perfect SBIR or STTR proposal, and therefore the debriefing can help you understand what the reviewers liked and disliked about your winning proposal.  Whatever they liked you can emphasize during your Phase I effort (and in your progress and final reports), and whatever they disliked can be mitigated during the Phase I project.  Therefore, by the end of Phase I, you can demonstrate that you were responsive to the reviewers’ input and you can talk up the features of your work that they liked the most—both can help you in your quest for Phase II funding.

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to include them in future announcements.

--  National Workshops, etc. 

If you missed the National SBIR Fall Conference in Seattle, you can make plans now for Conferences that will be held in 2001.  The next National SBIR Conference will take place February 26 through March 1, 2001.  The Fall 2001 National Conference is scheduled for Rapid City, South Dakota.  In addition to the national conferences, regional conferences can provide the opportunity for valuable face-to-face one-on-one time with agency representatives.  See the 'Conferences and Workshops' section below for upcoming workshops planned in West Virginia, Maryland, Georgia, and Tennessee.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Conference, Tulsa, OK, February 26 - March 1, 2001. 

The National Science Foundation, in association with the Department. of Defense and the Small Business Administration, and all 10 SBIR agencies is sponsoring this National SBIR Conference.  Program Managers and representatives from all participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer questions during one-on-one opportunities.  An additional focus of this conference will include information pertaining to EPSCoR states and rural areas.  Additional information will be available in early December. Contact Sharon DelaBarre at sharon@zyn.com or 360-683-5742 for more information.

REGIONAL

Phase I Proposal Preparation, Fairmont, West Virginia, November 28, 2000.  This workshop will focus on an overview of SBIR and STTR, then discuss extensively a recommended process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  For more information, please contact Lisa Raines at 1-888-WVA-SBDC or lraines@wvsbdc.org.

SBIR Bidder's Course and WorkshopSM, Baltimore, MD, December 6, 2000.  This is a business development seminar focused on the "how to" of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential SBIR and STTR Bidders.  The course instruction, workbook, & classroom materials will be provided by The SBIR Resource Center, and will be provided as part of the Maryland Technology Showcase, the largest tech event in the mid-Atlantic region.  For more information, contact the JADE Research Corporation at (800) WIN-SBIR, or SBIR@win-sbir.com.  

Advanced Technology Development & Commercialization Opportunities For Minority Firms, Colleges and Universities, Clark Atlanta University, December 4-5, 2000.  This workshop, sponsored by the Advanced Technology Program, National Institute of Standards and Technology US Department of Commerce, Technology Administration, will provide the opportunity to learn about funding opportunities for small businesses and universities for research and development, applications and commercialization.  The workshop will include SBIR/STTR presentations from the NIH, and DoD (DARPA and Army).  For additional information go to http://www.seeport.com/conference/registration.htm or phone: 561-588-8825.

SBIR Conference, Knoxville/Oak Ridge, TN, December 11-13, 2000.  The Oak Ridge National Laboratory, The University of Tennessee, et. al., are sponsoring the Tennessee Valley Federal Facilities and Small Businesses Partnerships Conference which will include:  An SBIR Proposal Preparation Workshop given by Jim and Gail Greenwood; Briefings by multiple Federal agency SBIR Program representatives; a presentation by futurist and author Peter Schwartz (invited); briefings on capabilities of Department of Energy facilities in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, the Arnold Engineering Design Center facilities in Tullahoma, Tennessee, and, the NASA Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama; and briefings on ORNL intellectual property available for license.  More information can be obtained from paynetl@ornl.gov.

Other events, with details to follow at a later time:

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshops, various locations, Kentucky

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Miami, Florida

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR (grants), due 12/1/00

NSF SBIR/STTR, due 1/4/01

DOC-NIST/NOAA SBIR, due 1/17/00

STTR

NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR (grants), due 12/1/00

NSF SBIR/STTR, due 1/4/01

COMING SOON

DOD SBIR 2001.1, posted on Web 10/2/00; accepting 12/1/00

DOE SBIR/STTR, expected 11/20/00

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.oar.noaa.gov/ORTA/ 

     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.sbirsttr.com/ 

       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/industrial/sbir.htm 

       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.futron.com/bmdo/bmdo.htm 

       U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) SBIR

          http://www.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm 

        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/   and http://sttr.er.doe.gov/sttr/
Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
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                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                            HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

