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The SBIR/STTR Alerting Service is a free service that provides bi-weekly notification of SBIR and STTR solicitation announcements, news and information, and Internet resources relevant to the SBIR/STTR programs.  This service is provided by the Economic Development Office of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL).

Back issues of the SBIR Alert are available on the World Wide Web.  To access these issues, connect to the site below, enter your email address (a password is not needed to connect), select 'connect' then 'read messages.'  A keyword search is also available if you wish to search for issues containing a particular subject or topic of interest.

http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
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             SBIR/STTR NEWS AND INFORMATION

--  DOE FY 2001 SBIR/STTR Solicitation announcement 

The announcement below regarding the Department of Energy (DOE) FY 2001 SBIR/STTR Solicitation appeared in the October 13, 2000 edition of the Commerce Business Daily:

The Department of Energy invites small businesses (500 employees or less) to submit grant applications in response to its annual SBIR and STTR programs.  The combined solicitation will be issued on November 20, 2000.  The solicitation will be available on the World Wide Web at http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir.  Those without Web access should either write to the SBIR/STTR Program, SC-32, U.S. Department of Energy, 19901 Germantown Road, Germantown, MD 20874-1290, telephone (301) 903-1414, or e-mail sbir-sttr@science.doe.gov. 

For both SBIR and STTR, grant applications will be sought in a variety of technical areas including the following: 

1) High Performance Networks

2) High Performance Systems Software

3) Medical Sciences

4) Genome, Structural Biology, and Related Biotechnologies

5) Biological Carbon Sequestration Research and Technology

6) Carbon Cycle Measurements of the Atmosphere and the Biosphere

7) Atmospheric Measurement Technology

8) Environmental Monitoring Technologies for Soils, Subsurface Sediments, and Groundwater

9) High Temperature Superconductivity for Electric Power Applications

10) Catalyst Applications and Enabling Science for Chemical Manufacture

11) Sensing Technologies for Corrosion Processes

12) Intermetallic Alloys for Structural Use

13) Improved Permanent Magnets and Processing Technologies

14) Fuel Processing and Conversion: Catalytic Carbonaceous Feedstock Gasification

15) Membranes for Advanced Industrial Separation Technologies

16) Neutron and Electron Beam Instrumentation

17) Recovery, Recycle, and Reuse of Energy Intensive Materials

18) Reactive Separations

19) Bioproducts and Bioenergy Research

20) Heat Transfer Research

21) Zero Net Energy Buildings

22) Distributed Energy Resources - Power Electronics and Sensors

23) Monitoring of DOE Sites, Facilities, and Personnel

24) Technologies for Transuranic and Mixed Waste Management

25) Fusion Plasma Science Research

26) Enabling Technology for Fusion Plasma Experiments

27) Advanced Technologies and Materials for Fusion Systems

28) Advanced Technologies for Nuclear Energy

29) Nuclear Physics Detectors Instrumentation and Techniques

30) Nuclear Physics Electronics Design and Fabrication

31) Nuclear Physics Software and Data Management

32) Nuclear Physics Accelerator Technology

33) Advanced Sensor Technology for National Security Applications

34) Technologies for Cost Efficient and Improved Sensor Development for National Security Applications

35) Oil and Gas Technologies

36) Advanced Power Systems and Control Devices

37) Materials Research for Fossil Energy Applications

38) Fuels Technologies and Materials for Fuel Applications

39) High Energy Physics Detectors

40) High Energy Physics Data Acquisition and Processing

41) Advanced Concepts and Technology for High Energy Physics Accelerators

42) Radio Frequency Accelerator Technology for High Energy Accelerators and Colliders

43) High-Field Superconductor and Superconducting Magnet Technologies for High Energy Particle Colliders

44) Technologies for the Next-Generation Electron-Positron Linear Collider. 

Successful applicants (approximately 200 for SBIR and 15 for STTR) may receive up to $100,000 for a Phase I grant for a period of about six months for SBIR (nine months for STTR) to develop the feasibility of the idea. Phase I awardees can apply for Phase II funding up to $750,000 for SBIR ($500,000 for STTR) for those ideas with the highest potential to meet program objectives.  The closing date for this solicitation is February 20, 2001. Questions regarding this program solicitation should be addressed to the SBIR/STTR office. 

--  DOC NIST/NOAA FY 2001 SBIR Solicitation announcements

The announcements below regarding the Department of Commerce (DOC) National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) FY 2001 SBIR/STTR Solicitation appeared in the October 17, 2000 edition of the Commerce Business Daily:

NIST -

Proposals are sought from small business firms for participation in the NIST Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program.  The following are NIST research topics available for Phase 1: 

ADVANCED BIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL SENSING TECHNOLOGIES 

Broad-Bandwidth High-Brightness Infrared Source,  Development of Advanced Electronics to Perform Multichannel Analyzer (binning) Operations at Megahertz Rates, Development of Novel Materials for Fluorescence Intensity Standards, Advanced Microplatforms for Chemical and Biochemical Sensing, Probes for Combined Near-field Scanning Optical and Atomic Force Microscopy,  Quantitative Mass Spectrometry of Synthetic Polymers, 

ADVANCED BUILDING MATERIALS AND SYSTEMS 

Lasers for Radioactivity Monitoring in Building Materials, Measurement of Concrete Permeability at High Temperature, Non-Destructive Monitoring of Mechanical Degradation of Asphalt Roofing, Development of In-Service Performance Monitoring System for Fiber-reinforced Composites,  Development of Moisture Sensor for Building Envelopes, Measurement of Building Design Against Performance Goals and Standards,  

ADVANCED DETECTION AND SUPPRESSION OF FIRES

GUI Input Interface for Fire Model, Software to Determine Grid Data for Model Input, Fire Fighter Imaging, Advanced Delivery Systems for Building Sensors, Heat Flux Measurement in Fire Environments,  Seeding for PIV Measurements of Fire-Induced Flow, Advanced Temperature Probe for Fire Testing, Fast-Response Oxygen Sensor for Fire Environments, Low-loss, Durable, Middle-Infrared Fiber Optics for Fire Spectroscopy, Advanced Fire Suppression Technologies and Concepts, Monitoring Fires for Hazard Level and Tactical Suppression Decisions, 

CONDITION-BASED MAINTENANCE

  Software Tools for IEEE 1451-based Smart Sensor Networks,  Ambient-powered Wireless Network Smart Sensors for Intelligent Manufacturing, Development and Integration of Condition-Based Maintenance Technologies, 

INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY (ELECTRONIC COMMERCE) 

Automated Techniques for Syntactic Web Usability Evaluation, Java Components for Scientific Graphics,  Search in Mathematics-Intensive Databases, XML Schemas for Access Control Models, Mobile Code Policy Toolkit, Object-oriented Software Unit Testing Tool,  

INTEGRATION OF MANUFACTURING APPLICATIONS

Manufacturing Process Characterization Models,  Discrete Event Simulation Reference Data Sets, Next Generation Process Exchange Tools and Applications, Computational Tools to Support Intelligent and Distributed CAD, Ontological Engineering Applied to Manufacturing System Integration Research, Testability of Complex Manufacturing Software Systems, Modeling Requirements for Self-Integrating Manufacturing Systems, Manufacturing Data Exchange Standards Interoperability Testing Tools,

INTELLIGENT CONTROL 

CAD-directed Vision-based Pose Estimation and Part Recognition for Fixtureless Inspection and Setup Reduction,  Novel Atomizer for Control of Reference Spray Combustion Facility,  Development of Sensors for Real-Time Measurements of Thermal Spray Coating Properties, Laser Light Source for Illuminating Specularly Reflecting Droplets, On-line, Non-destructive Measurement of Mechanical Properties of Metals and Alloys, Optical Sensing and Control of Polymer Processing, NANOTECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS  Reference Materials and Resolution Test Patterns for Characterizing Scanning Near-field Optical Microscopes, Application of Radionuclides to Nanoscale Porosity Characterization, 

MICROELECTRONICS MANUFACTURING INFRASTRUCTURE

Broadband Pulse Noise Sources, Non-50 Ohm Characteristic Impedance Reference Standards, In Situ Closed-Loop Sensors for Intelligent Epitaxy, Roadmapping Materials and Device Technologies for Next Generation Wireless Applications,  Cryogenic Packaging for Programmable Voltage Standards, Dynamic Radar Cross Section System Characterization, Precision Optical Current Sensor, Non-linear Optical Spectrometer, Microcontamination Simulation Tool for Semiconductor Processing, Improved Magneto-Optical Indicator Films, Polymer Coatings by Inkjet Methodology, High Throughput Modification of Wide Bandgap Semiconductors for Device Performance Optimization, 

PHOTONICS MANUFACTURING

Cavity Ring Down Spectroscopy Laser Sources, Actively Quenched IR Avalanche Photodiode, Spectrally Pure Diode Lasers,  

GENERAL 

Vibration Calibration System, Machine Tool Performance Data Repository with Web Access, Advanced Time-Resolved Planar Velocity Diagnostics for Spray Flames, Integrated Omni-directional Traversing Probe System for Mapping the Flow Field Within High-Temperature Reactors, Imaging Systems for Beta Activity Sources, Trap Detectors for Wavelengths Longer than 900 nm, Development of an "Turn-key", Broadly Tunable Source for Terahertz Spectroscopy Applications, A Nonlinear Optical Device to Produce Tunable UV Radiation, Three-Dimensional Imaging System for Low Activity Brachytherapy Sources, Miniaturized Detectors for Brachytherapy Dosimetry, Compact Oscillators with High Stability, Ultraviolet Detectors and Optical Components, Two Dimensional Detection of Neutrons with High Spatial Resolution, High Dynamic Range and Low Noise, High Efficiency Wavelength Dispersive X-Ray Fluorescence Detectors, High-Energy X-ray Optics, Steels with Very Consistent Impact Toughness, Neutron Beam Focusing Systems. 

The NIST solicitation will be released on October 30, 2000 and will close on January 17, 2001.  Electronic copies of the solicitation will be located at: http://www.nist.gov/sbir and at http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/SOLINDEX.HTML.  Hard copies will not be available. General NIST SBIR inquiries should be submitted via e-mail to: sbir@nist.gov. 

NOAA - 

Beginning October 30, 2000, proposals are sought from small business firms for participation in the NOAA SBIR program.  The following are NOAA research topics available for Phase 1: 

Atmospheric Sciences

Ocean Observation Systems

Living Marine Resources

Ocean Science, and Cartography

Photogrammetry

Hydrology

Geodesy

To obtain the solicitation online, the URL is:  http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~amd/SOLINDEX.HTML.  General SBIR-related inquires may be directed to the NOAA SBIR Program Manager, Dr. Joseph M. Bishop at 301/713-3565.

--  National SBIR Fall Conference reminder; pre/post opportunities
The National SBIR Fall Conference is only a week away!  The Conference will be held Oct 30 - Nov 2 in Bellevue (greater Seattle), 

WA and will be held in conjunction with the 11th annual Technology 2000 Series Expo and the 3rd annual Small Business Tech Expo.  In addition to gathering information at the sessions, attendees will have the opportunity to visit agency exhibits and have one-on-one discussions with SBIR Program Managers, procurement specialists and large company representatives.  
Several pre and post-conference workshops and sessions are also being offered, including a Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop on October 29th, and a Phase II Proposal Preparation workshop on November 2nd.  Both of these workshops will be conducted by Jim & Gail Greenwood of Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc., and co-sponsored by Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.

The hands-on workshop on October 29th will go over the basics of developing a competitive Phase I SBIR or STTR proposal.  A group critique of an actual proposal will give you insights into the whole process.  An overview of basic government accounting concepts is included.   

The November 2nd  workshop will cover the following topics:

- Phase II basics, including how Phase II differs from Phase I 

- How Phase II expectations and proposals vary widely among the 10 agencies 

- What goes in the Phase II proposal, and what you should emphasize and avoid in your proposal 

- Different commercialization strategies for your technology as you transition from Phase I to Phase II to Phase III 

- Phase II audit and cost proposal expectations

For more information about the Conference including a program overview, an updated program agenda, descriptions of the pre and post-conference workshops, and an online registration form, visit the following web site:  http://www.zyn.com/sbir/meeting, or contact the SBIR Conference Center at:

P.O. Box 2890

Sequim WA 98382

Phone: (360) 683-5742    Fax: (360) 683-5391

email: sbir@zyn.com 

--  SBIR Proposal Writing Tip of the Month

The following proposal writing tip was provided by Gail & Jim Greenwood.  Past SBIR proposal writing articles written by the Greenwoods are available on the Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc. (GCGI) web site at http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood.

SBIR Proposal Writing Basics:  NIH Grant Vs Contract Programs.  Copyright © 2000 by Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

SBIR awards are made as either grants or contracts.  Most agencies use the contract mechanism, including the Departments of Commerce, Defense, Education, Health and Human Services, and Transportation; Environmental Protection Agency; and NASA.  The granting agencies are the Departments of Agriculture, Energy, Health and Human Services, and National Science Foundation.  Note that Department of Health and Human Services falls into both categories.  DHHS is the only SBIR awarding agencies that make both grants and contracts with winning companies.  

This is not just a fun fact to know and share at cocktail parties.  DHHS’s grant and contract programs differ in many important respects.  First, the DHHS grant program dwarfs the contract program, with roughly 95% of the department’s SBIR dollars going into grants.  Second, DHHS accepts grant proposals on three dates throughout the year (April 1, August 1, and December 1), while it only accepts contract proposals on one date in November (this year, November 3, 2000).  Third, DHHS’s SBIR contract program is more restrictive than its grant program in areas such as funding limits (grant program allows Phase I awards in excess of $100k) and ownership of equipment purchased (equipment bought in grant program belongs to small company, while that bought with contract funds belongs to DHHS).  Fourth, DHHS has extremely broad topics in its grants solicitation, and makes the point repeatedly that those topics are “only suggestions.”  In contrast, the contract solicitation specifies, at least by DHHS standards, some pretty narrow topics.  

This fourth difference reflects a fundamental difference between SBIR grants and SBIR contracts both at DHHS and in most other SBIR awarding agencies.  Grants are made to support valuable and beneficial research leading to commercial products and/or services, but the responsibility for specifying that research effort and commercial opportunity lies with you, the proposer.  In contrast, SBIR contracts are made to companies that demonstrate the ability to conduct research that addresses a problem or opportunity that the agency has specified.  This difference should be reflected in a Phase I proposal that is submitted to DHHS’s SBIR contract program versus its grant program.  The contract proposal must show an understanding and appreciation of the problem that the agencies has specified, and then show a credible but innovative way to solve that problem.  In the grant solicitation, your Phase I proposal should convince the reader that the problem or opportunity that you have identified is important and worthy of DHHS’s support, and then convince the reviewers that you are credible in solving the problem.

If you are responding to a topic in a contract solicitation (with DHHS or any of the other agencies listed above who make their SBIR awards as contracts), you will want to learn as much as you can about the problem or opportunity that the agency is asking you to solve.  Most of us are not lucky enough to know everything that we’d like to know about the topic based on our past experience or education.  Therefore, we always urge companies who are writing a proposal in response to a contract solicitation to contact the agency (preferably the person who wrote the topic) and learn everything you can about the topic and the agency’s perspective on it.  

Unfortunately, many of the SBIR contracting agencies limit your contact with their technical personnel, including the topic author, because it would be “unfair” for them to be accessible to proposers. This in the past has been the case with DHHS’s SBIR contract program.  However, at the National Institutes of Health (NIH, which is the primary DHHS component in terms of making SBIR awards) SBIR conference held this past summer in Bethesda, a representative of one of the NIH SBIR Contract programs stated that he believes that there is a new attitude, based on changes to the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR), that should make technical representatives of NIH available to discuss topics in its contract solicitation.  

Because of the importance of talking with NIH’s technical folks about their contract topics before you prepare your proposal, we encourage you to call or email the contracting representative specified in the contract solicitation for the NIH institute responsible for the topic you’re interested in, remind them of the comments made at the NIH SBIR conference this summer, and ask for an opportunity to have a technical discussion with relevant NIH staffer or representative.  

One final thought: contracting agencies sometimes specify SBIR topics in which their own agency is the anticipated customer for the Phase III commercialization effort.  Do not expect NIH to be your Phase III customer in the vast majority of cases.  NIH supports research at universities, research institutions and industry, and performs considerable research itself, but it is not in the business of buying health-related technology.  There may be some exceptions—such as an SBIR technology that leads to a new medical research instrument that NIH staff might use in their own work—but they are definitely the exception rather than the rule.  

Gail and Jim Greenwood may be reached at the following address:

Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

1150 Junonia

Sanibel, FL  33957

941-395-9446 (voice & fax)

g-jgreenwood@att.net (email)

If you have tips that you would like to share, we would be happy to include them in future announcements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

              CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS

NATIONAL

National SBIR Fall Conference, Seattle, WA, October 30, 2000.  The National Science Foundation, in association with the Dept. of Defense and the Small Business Admin., is sponsoring the fall National SBIR Conference to be held in Seattle Washington.  Program Managers and representatives from participating agencies will provide insight into how to work with their respective agencies and answer your own special questions during the one-on-one opportunities.  Specific program details, a program agenda, and registration information is available at: http://www.zyn.com/sbir/.  Contact: Sharon DelaBarre at 360-683-5742 or sharon@zyn.com for more information.

REGIONAL

SBIR Bidder's Course and WorkshopSM, October 24, 2000, Baton Rouge Louisiana.  This is a business development seminar focused on the "how tos" of strategic planning, marketing and proposal development for potential SBIR and STTR Bidders.  The workshop will be sponsored by the Louisiana Technology Transfer Office (LTTO).  For information, call (410) 315-8101, send E-mail to JADE Research Corporation at SBIR@win-sbir.com, or visit http://www.win-sbir.com/course.html.
SBIR Conference, Madison, Wisconsin, October 24, 2000.  The Phase I Proposal Preparation Process will be discussed, as well as overviews of Phase II and the Cost Proposal.  Contact Hampton Rothwell at hrothwell@commerce.state.wi.us for details.

National SBIR Conference, Seattle, Washington, October 29-November 2, 2000.  A Phase I Proposal Preparation workshop will take place on October 29th, and a Phase II proposal preparation workshop will be on November 2nd.  For registration information, visit www.zyn.com. 

Phase I Overview, Intensive Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, and Cost Proposal Workshop, Lawton, Oklahoma, November 13-15, 2000.  Details are being worked out, but it is likely that an overview of SBIR/STTR will be presented on the evening of November 13th, followed by an intensive proposal preparation workshop on the 14th. On the 15th, cost proposal information will be discussed.  For more information or to register, please contact Dan Luton at dluton@ocast.state.ok.us.

Phase I Proposal Preparation, Fairmont, West Virginia, November 28, 2000.  This workshop will focus on an overview of SBIR and STTR, then discuss extensively a recommended process for developing a competitive Phase I proposal.  For more information, please contact Lisa Raines at 1-888-WVA-SBDC or lraines@wvsbdc.org.

Other events, with details to follow at a later time:

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshops, various locations, Kentucky

Phase I Proposal Preparation Workshop, Miami, Florida

If you are sponsoring or are aware of SBIR workshops in your area and would like to post an announcement feel free to contact us.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

             SOLICITATIONS CURRENTLY OPEN

SBIR

PHS NIH SBIR 01-1 (contracts version), due 11/3/00
NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR (grants), due 12/1/00

NSF SBIR/STTR, due 1/4/01

STTR

NIH CY2000 SBIR/STTR, due December 1

NSF SBIR/STTR, due 1/4/01

COMING SOON

DOD SBIR 2001.1, posted on Web 10/2/00  

DOC-NIST/NOAA SBIR, expected 10/30/00

DOE SBIR/STTR, expected 11/20/00

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                SBIR/STTR INFO ON THE INTERNET

PARTICIPATING AGENCY SBIR WEB SITES:

Department of Agriculture

     http://www.reeusda.gov/sbir 

Department of Commerce

     National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

        http://www.oar.noaa.gov/ORTA/ 

     National Institute of Standards and Technology

        http://patapsco.nist.gov/ts_sbir/ 

Department of Defense

     http://www.acq.osd.mil/sadbu/sbir or

     http://www.sbirsttr.com/ 

       Defense Technical Information Center

          http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/sbir/ 

       Air Force

          http://www.afrl.af.mil/sbir/index.htm 

       Army

          http://www.aro.ncren.net/arowash/rt/ 

       Navy

          http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/industrial/sbir.htm 

       Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

          http://www.darpa.mil/sbir/ 

       Ballistic Missile Defense Organization

          http://www.futron.com/bmdo/bmdo.htm 

       U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) SBIR

          http://www.socom.mil/smallbus04.htm 

        SBIR Interactive Technical Information System (SITIS)

          http://dticam.dtic.mil/sbir/ 

Department of Education

     http://www.ed.gov/offices/OERI/SBIR/ 

Department of Energy

     http://sbir.er.doe.gov/sbir/   and http://sttr.er.doe.gov/sttr/
Department of Transportation

     http://www.volpe.dot.gov/sbir 

Environmental Protection Agency

     http://es.epa.gov/ncerqa/sbir/ 

National Institutes of Health

     http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir.htm 

        Agency for Health Care Policy and Research 

           http://www.ahcpr.gov/ 

National Aeronautics & Space Administration

     http://sbir.nasa.gov/
National Science Foundation

     http://www.eng.nsf.gov/sbir
OTHER SITES OF INTEREST:

Small Business Administration

     http://www.sba.gov/SBIR/ 

SBA Tech-Net

     http://tech-net.sba.gov/ 

Project SBIR West

     http://www.sbir.dsu.edu/ 

Wyoming SBIR Initiative Program

      http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/sbir/ 
SBIR Resource Center

     http://www.win-sbir.com/ 

ScienceWise.com

     http://content.sciencewise.com/home.htm.
National SBIR Conference Center 

     http://www.zyn.com/sbir/ 

SBIR Internet Catalog Site

     http://beagle.foresnt.com/ 

Small Business Technology Coalition 

     http://www.sbtc.org
State Science and Technology Institute 

     http://www.ssti.org
Greenwood Consulting Group, Inc.

    http://home.att.net/~g-jgreenwood
PNNL Economic Development Office

     http://www.pnl.gov/edo/business.stm
SBIR-Alerting Service

     http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                 SUBSCRIPTION INSTRUCTIONS

To SUBSCRIBE to the SBIR-Alert mailing list, send an email to lyris@lyris.pnl.gov with the following in the subject line or body of your message (your name is optional):

   subscribe sbir-alert first_name last_name

   example:  subscribe sbir-alert joe smith

To UNSUBSCRIBE, send a blank email to:

leave-sbir-alert@lyris.pnl.gov 

To receive (or cancel) SBIR/STTR notices via FAX, send a request with your name, company, phone and fax number to (509) 372-4370.

You may also subscribe, unsubscribe, and view back issues of the SBIR Alert by accessing the following Internet web site: 


http://lyris.pnl.gov/cgi-bin/?enter=sbir-alert
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

                            HOW TO REACH US

If you have any comments, suggestions, or would like to submit items for the next issue please contact us:

Richard Fowler - richard.fowler@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4332

Gary Spanner - gary.spanner@pnl.gov - (509) 372-4296

