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National labs, communities should communicate

The word "partnering” is teetering
on the edge of becoming a buzzword.
But I need to use it to describe how
national laboratories and their com-
munities should work together to
mave innovations to the marketplace.

Innovations can be basic science or
technology. And moving either of them
from a government-owried facility can
often take a completely different kind
of innovation. Representatives from
Los Alamos National Laboratory and
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
recently spoke on the topic at an Ener-
gy Communities Alliance meeting in
Richland.

“Communities need to plug into
what national labs are doing — and
vice versa,” said Steve Stringer, Tech-

nology Transfer
Division at Los
Alamos National
Laboratory. He sug-
gested that “fellow
agreements,” simi-
lar to how his job is
structured at LANL
as an industrial fel-
low with Procter
and Gamble, should
be considered
hetween labs and
their communities.

As an industrial fellow, Stringer can

tter connect industry needs with the
laboratory’s basie science,

“If T know that P&G has a challenge
in g particular area, | can take that

Turner

Economic
Diversity

need back to LANL and see if we can
work up a research agreement. In
some cases this type of information
sharing may already be happening
with national labs' communities, but
maybe it would be worthwhile to have
a more formal structure that creates
cornpetitive advantages for local busi-
nesses,” he said.

‘We don't have formal agreements
between the Tri-Cities and PNNL, but
we do have examples of how informal
partnering is moving innovation into
the public sector,

Richland-based InEnTec js a PNNL
spinoff that has grown exponentially in
the past eouple of years. The lounda-
tion of the company, its Plasma
Enhanced Melter process, was horn at

PNNL and Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. The developers left the lab
through the entrepreneurial leave-of-
ahsence program. The program
allowed researchers to try their start-
up, but return to the laboratory within
a certain time frame if their business
didn't take off.

The city of Richland and the Port of
Benton also have seen value in working
with InEnTec to keep its operations in
thisarea. For example, the port leased
space to InEnTec when it was just
starting out, And the city has an agree-
ment with InEnTec that allows testing
of its evolving technology on a portion
of the city's waste.

The partnerships are benefiting
everyone and little of it would have

been possible without all of the players
working together to identify each oth-
er's needs and solutions.

Stringer's observation ahout “fellow
agreements” may be worth consider-
ing. But maybe more important is the
simple reminder that communities
and their national laboratories need
two-way communication to keep the
economy growing

To learn more about PNNL's tech-
nology commereialization and eco-
nomic development offices, go to
http://availabletechnologies.pnl.gov or
www.pnl.goviedo,

» Andrea Turner works with Pacifie
Northwest National Laboratory's Eco-
nomic Development Office. She can be
reached at 509-375-3893,



