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Current Events in SBIR / STTR



Small Business Innovation Research

What is SBIR?

The Nation’s Largest Source of 
Early Stage / High Risk Funding



A Program to allow Small Businesses to participate in 
federal government funded Research and Development. 

This is accomplished by setting aside 2.5% of an agency’s 
extramural R&D budget (>$2 billion), for Small Business 
Innovation Research.

The goals are to promote innovation, address government 
needs, stimulate the economy by commercializing 
technologies and/or transitioning the outcome back to the 
government (i.e. DoD war fighter) 

SBIR – Plain Speak



>$2 Billion Awarded Annually

About 1/3 are First Time Winners

Majority of awards go to firms with 25 or 
fewer employees

Diverse topics to meet the needs of 11 
agencies

SBIR Program Points



Participating 11 SBIR Agencies



SBIR Funding

Total SBIR-STTR funding  to date 1983-2007 (October 2007)

Phase II
73%

Phase I
27%

$22,867,709,059







SBIR Involved Firms

914Mergers and Acquisitions 

57,000Patents Issued

597Firms Gone Public



SBIR Eligibility

Organized for- profit U.S. business

At least 51% U.S.- owned by individuals
and independently operated or it must be 
a for-profit business concern that is at 
least 51% owned and controlled by 
another (one) for-profit business concern 
that is at least 51% owned and controlled 
by one or more individuals

500 or fewer employees/affiliates  



Perhaps at first……

Biggest obstacle: The Unknown…..

Lets look at describing the procedure for driving a 
stick shift automobile.

SBIR Obstacles – Too Complicated…



Anatomy of an SBIR Success



Anatomy of an SBIR Success



Anatomy of an SBIR Success



The Future of SBIR

• Due to sunset at the end of FY-2008 (Sept 30, 2008)
• Last reauthorization was CY-2000 after lapsing in FY-

2000
• Popular program facing many challenges 
• Full re-authorization may be subordinated to higher profile 

congressional concerns (elections, economy, war, 
deficits..)

• House & Senate have vastly different visions of the 
program (e.g.: eligibility, cap at 2.5%, admin $$$, 
commercialization $$$, special set asides) 



House Bill H.R. 5819

Contentious Points
• The VC issue, changes in size standards allowing VC 

ownership and control
• Raise in award levels to $300k / $2.2m (can exceed these 

levels as desired)
• Allow Consecutive Phase II Awards
• Allow direct Phase II awards (both SBIR and STTR)
• SBIR cap funding remains at 2.5%

• Result: Larger but fewer awards (perhaps by 50%)



House Bill H.R. 5819

Welcomed Items
• Increase in the number of topics
• Shorter times from evaluation to awards
• Better proposal debriefing methods
• Funding for Commercialization programs; Authorization of 

$27.5m for agencies
• Movement to increase "fast track awards“
• Raise commercialization assistance $4k to $5k for phase 

I, and not to exceed $8k for phase II
• Comptroller General audit of how agencies calculate their 

extramural research budgets.



What You Can Do

• Let your federal, state and local governments know 
about the value of the program to your business.

• Consider working with industry trade groups to 
demonstrate a “collective alliance” for program 
reauthorization.

• Read the “SBIR Insider” to get the latest information 
on the program and reauthorization efforts.  



Insider Tips

• The Power of Partnering

• The Use of Federal Labs as a Partner

• FFRDC exemption for STTR

• Potential DoD Academic Partners
Air Force Academy – Colorado Springs, CO
Naval Postgraduate School – Monterey, CA  

• Federal Laboratory Consortium (FLC) 
FLC Locator
FLC Far West Region Support



SBIR Tools 



Zyn.com/SBIR 



SBIR Gateway Topic Search 



SBIR Gateway Topic Search 



SBIR Gateway Solicitation Date Finder



Zyn.com/SBIR 



Cross Agency SBIR Resources

• SBIR Gateway News & Search – zyn.com/sbir

• NSF’s Cross Agency Site (official) – sbir.gov

• SBA – www.sba.gov/sbir

• Grants – www.grants.gov

• Contracts – www.fedbizopps.gov/



Thank You
Rick Shindell
SBIR Gateway
Zyn Systems
360-681-4123
rick@zyn.com

www.zyn.com/sbir

Questions? – Call or email me 


