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By now, maogt of us have become
_familiar with the terms “clean tech-
nology” and “sustainability.” These
are the latest buzz words being used
by industry, community leaders and
planners around the world.

These terms have certainly
become the hot topics surrounding
the development of the newly-

dubbed Tri-Cities Research District,

which is the area of land surround-
ing Pacific Northwest National Lab-
oratory and Washington State Uni-
versity Tri-Cities.

The area has been zoned as a
business and research park.

Leaders working on the plans for
the research district are searching
for ways to create a self-sustaining
and environmentally friendly dis-
trict with a strong slant toward
high-tech business.

~ Development

Accordlng to the Cleantech Net-
work, a venture capital firm special-
izing in clean technology, their new
technology and
reldted business
models offer com-
petitive returns
for investors and
customers while
providing solu-
tions to global
challenges.

This is some-
what different
from “green tech-
nology” that
became popular in

the 1970s. Green
technologies pro-
vide good benefits for the environ-
ment, but are not necessarily eco-
nomical and therefore not very
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business friendly.
Clean technologies have investors

- such as the Cleantech Network clam-

oring to find new companies to invest
in. -
More than $3 billion in venture
capital was invested in such enter-
prises over the last three years.
These technologies are found in a

broad range of industries, including

energy, water, manufacturing mate-

“rials and transportation.

With growing recognition for
issues such as climate change, the
price and availability of fossil fuels

and water, and population growth, it
is no wonder that cleantech is start-

ing to make good business sense.

In fact, leaders and stakeholders
in clean technology from our own
region will be gathering this week at
a workshop in Richland called Tech-

Regional leaders embrace ‘cleantech’ movement

Magination: A day for imagining a
clean technology agenda.

The purpose of the workshop is to
bring thought leaders together to
brainstorm clean technology ideas
that can be implemented in the T'ri-
Cities Research District and
throughout the Pacific Northwest.

“PNNL is proud to be hosting the
TechMagination workshop next
week,” said Mike Schwenk, director
of commerecial partnerships for
PNNL. “We are looking forward to
hearing the innovative ideas from
leaders in the fields of clean technol-
ogy and sustainable development.”

John Plaza, president and
founder of Imperium Renewables,
will provide the keynote address for
the workshop and will be introduced
by Rep. Doc Hastings, R-Wash.

Andy Mangan of the U.S. Business

Council for Sustainable Develop-
ment will provide the workshop’s
luncheon address.

Some preliminary ideas for the
research district include using solar
power to run all exterior lighting in
the research district and recycling
rain water to be used for noncon-
sumptive purposes.

Organizers of the workshop are
hoping to have many more creative
ideas come from the participants.

TechMagination will take place
Tuesday at the Shilo Inn in Rich-
land. It is free to attend.

For more information, visit
www.pnl.gov/TechMagination.
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