Template Language for Notice of Intent to Contractors
Environmentally Preferable Materials and Products

Sustainable Design at the [Name of Your Site]

Intent

[name of your site]’s intent is to design and construct its facilities following integrated, sustainable design principles, using green building technologies and materials. The benefits are a healthy, resource-efficient, and productive work environment along with meeting the requirements and interests of the federal government, our surrounding community, and future generations.

[name of your site] has revised our building design standards and specifications to incorporate federal and, in particular, U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) requirements (see list below) and to reflect industry best practices for sustainable design.  The purpose of this notice of intent is to encourage you to follow principles of sustainable design in your work for [name of your site] and to alert you to the changes in our building design standards and specifications.  Many of the architectural, engineering, and construction firms who do work for [name of your site] market sustainable and energy efficient design as part of their services. Therefore, we fully expect that each architectural, engineering, and construction firm will creatively apply your expertise to assist [name of your site] in our sustainable design efforts.  As always, [name of your site] expects its contractors to produce functional, efficient, healthy and compliant infrastructure and facilities.  Integrating the principles of sustainable design into our construction projects helps to effectively accomplish these goals, and achieve cost savings.

Sustainable Design Principles

The DOE Roadmap for Integrating Sustainable Design into Site-Level Operations (see “Resources” below) defines sustainable design as “the systematic consideration, during design, of an activity’s, project’s, or product’s life-cycle impact on the sustainable use of environmental and energy resources.”  Two references are becoming recognized as the standard for Sustainable Design and Development of buildings and infrastructure.  The U. S. Green Building Council has developed the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System to evaluate life cycle environmental performance from a whole-building perspective.  For the federal sector, an interagency task force has organized a set of sustainable design and development principles, consistent with the LEED rating system, known as the Whole Building Design Guide.  Both of these programs provide pertinent information (see “Resources” below) and should be referred to while conducting work for [name of your site].

[name of your site] has recently incorporated sustainable design, based on the LEED rating system, into several large projects, and intends now to further extend those principles to all construction projects.  In due time, it will be necessary for any firm who expects to compete for work at [name of your site] to demonstrate your ability to meet both the letter and intent of sustainable design requirements and expectations.

Requirements

· Recycled Construction Products and Materials –The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act supplemented by Executive Order 13101 requires all federal projects and facilities to preferentially purchase certain products with recovered material content (see “Resources” below for a list of these products and guidelines for purchasing them).  The Comprehensive Procurement Guideline program (authorized by Congress under section 6002 of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act) is the tool used by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to designate which products shall be purchased with recovered material.  Designated products are to be purchased with the highest recovered (recycled) material content level practicable.  To help [name of your site] meet reporting requirements, the contractor is expected to provide us with the dollar amount and recycled content of designated product purchases at the submittal phase and at the completion of the project whether the products contained the required recycled content or not.

The only justifications allowed for not purchasing the designated products with recycled content are the CAP:

· Cost excessively high compared to the virgin version [local decision on what is excessive]

· Not Available

· Performance does not meet the specifications required for the project

When the contractor cannot purchase a designated product with recycled content, you need to submit a justification form (see “Resources” below) to [name of site] to report the comparative prices of the recycled versus the non-recycled material, the suppliers contacted for availability, or the specification restricting the purchase.

· Biobased Materials and Products - The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act and Executive Order 13134 require all federal projects and facilities to preferentially purchase products certified by the U.S. Department of Agriculture to contain biobased content (see “Resources” below).  The only justifications allowed for not purchasing the certified products with biobased content are the same as for recycled products--the CAP.  In case of conflict with RCRA, RCRA prevails.

· Energy Efficient Products - Executive Order 13123 and the Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR 48 CFR Part 23.203) require the purchase of energy efficient products--either those labeled “EnergyStar” or designated by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Federal Energy Management Program (FEMP).  The requirement applies both to direct purchases and contracted services, including contracts for design, construction, renovation, or maintenance of a public building.  For contracted services, the contractor must provide EnergyStar or other energy efficient products.

· Waste Reduction and Recycling – As required by Executive Order 13101 and DOE directives, [name of your site] must meet certain waste reduction and recycling targets.  All contractors are encouraged to minimize the waste generated during construction and demolition and maximize the amount of material that is reused and recycled.  Contractors should take full advantage of all reuse and recycling programs available.  It is expected that at the end of each quarter and at the completion of the project, the contractor will provide [name of your site] with information on all materials that were dispositioned, denoting the weight or volume of each material and whether it was reused, recycled, or disposed of.

Expectations

[Name of your site] expects the following sustainable design principles to be considered for all projects where applicable:

· Coordinating all components of the design into an integrated whole - For example, site orientation affects energy and water requirements.  Site orientation along with such components as exterior vegetation, type of roofing, windows, insulation, and lighting affect heating and ventilation requirements.  Rather than designing each component for the worst case scenario, each component should be designed according to how it will affect and be affected by the other components--creating an optimal design for maximum sustainability.  

· Planning sustainable sites, structures, and infrastructures 

· Enhancing indoor environmental quality and safety 

· Conserving materials and resources, which includes reduce, reuse, recycle, and purchase environmentally preferable materials and products – In addition to the items designated by EPA and USDA, [name of your site] encourages the purchase of other materials with recovered material content and that are environmentally preferable.  These include energy and water efficient products; wood harvested using sustainable forestry practices; paints and adhesives with low volatile organic compound (VOC) content.  See “Resources” below for environmentally preferable materials and product guides.

· Improving energy efficiency and reducing emissions - [name of your site]’s Energy Management Program is primarily driven by goals in Executive Order 13123 and the DOE FY2001 plan to implement EO13123.  All designs (new buildings and major alterations) must meet the minimum requirements of the Federal Energy Code (10 CFR 434).  Life cycle cost analysis is recommended when mutually exclusive alternatives exist.  Energy efficiency is best achieved from a whole building design approach, rather than simply applying energy efficient components.

· Improving water efficiency and safeguarding quality - [name of your site]’s Water Conservation program is primarily driven by goals in Executive Order 13123 and the DOE FY2001 plan to implement EO13123.  Plumbing fixtures must meet the minimum requirements of the Energy Policy Act of 1992.  Fixtures such as waterless urinals are an option to be considered.  Rainwater harvesting and use of plants native to the [name of your area] climate are encouraged (see the section on environmental landscaping in Executive Order 13148).

· Improving operations and maintenance, incorporating long-term cost savings into cost considerations 

Resources

Sustainable Design Guidelines

· Sustainable Design Guides [add in RCRA 6002]

U.S. Department of Energy Sustainable Design Website and Roadmap at www.pnl.gov/doesustainabledesign/ 

· U.S. Department of Energy Roadmap for Integrating Sustainable Design into Operations
http://www.pnl.gov/doesustainabledesign/roadmap.pdf

· Sustainable Building Technical Manual –can be downloaded at http://www.sustainable.doe.gov/freshstart/articles/ptipub.htm.

· The HOK Guidebook to Sustainable Design, January 2000 – available from John Wiley publishers

· Design Guide for Energy Efficient Research Laboratories, 1999 – downloadable from http://ateam.lbl.gov/Design-guide 

Sustainable Design Criteria

· Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System to evaluate life cycle environmental performance from a whole-building perspective at http://www.usgbc.org [Link to LEED rating system categories and criteria]

· Whole Building Design Guide - federal sustainable design and development principles, which are consistent with the LEED rating system at http://wbdg.org
Environmentally Preferable Materials and Products 

· Biobased:  Biobased Industrial Products certified by the U.S. Department of Agriculture at usda-biobasedproducts.net

· Energy Efficient:  Federal Energy Management Program for energy efficient products at www.eren.doe.gov/femp/procurement or call 1-800-363-3732

· Recycled:  Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines for products designated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for purchase with recovered materials at  http://www.epa.gov/cpg/  

· Recycled Exemption Form:  Affirmative Procurement Exemption Justification Form to report products over the micropurchase level of $2500 which could not be purchased with the specified recycled content at http://www.doep2.org/ap/ (select “Exemption Justification Form” under “Reporting”) 

· BEES Decision Tool:  Building for Environmental and Economic Sustainability (BEES) tool to weigh the environmental and economic performance of building products and materials at http://www.bfrl.nist.gov/oae/bees.html
· Product Directory:  Green Spec directory of environmentally preferable construction products and materials organized by the CSI MasterFormat at http://www.greenspec.com
