
Bias-Free Language – Alternative Forms 
When you see. . . Consider. . . 
Businessman Business person, executive, shopkeeper, business executive, or be more 

specific, e.g., stockbroker 
Chairman Chair, chairperson, chairman or chairwoman, department head, 

moderator, coordinator, facilitator, director, presiding officer 
Councilman Council member 
Craftsman Artisan, skilled worker, crafts person 
Crewman Crewmember 
Daughters (nuclear) Radioactive decay products 
Draftsman Drafter 
Forefather Founder, originator, ancestor 
Grandfather clause Escape clause, exception clause 

NOTE: In legal terms, “grandfather clause” is necessary. 
Journeyman Trade worker  

NOTE: In labor law or in trade, leave the term as written. 
Layman Layperson 
Man Person, human, individual, people, humanity, humankind, human being 
Manhole  Access hole, access point 
Manmade Artificial, constructed, handmade, synthetic, made, fabricated, hand-built, 

machine-made, created, manufactured, produced, customer-made, 
simulated 

Manpower Personnel, staff, workforce, available workers, human resources, workers, 
employees, labor, labor supply/force, staffing 

Man-days Work-days, worker-hours, staff-days 
Man-hours Work-hours, worker hours, staff-years 
Man-rem Person-rem 
Newspaperman News reporter 
Salesman Sales clerk 
Spokesman Representative 
Watchman Watch, guard, patroller 
Weatherman Weather forecaster, weather person 
Workman Worker, staff, crewmember 
Workmanlike Professional, skilled 
 


