February Minutes for the Executive Committee Meeting of Richland Section of the ACS.

Meeting: 5:30 PM on Monday, February 2nd at the Richland Library, Richland, WA.

Present: Sam Bryan (Chair)
Richard Hermens (Councilor)

Jeff Woodford (Treasurer)

Ron Kelly

Steve Kosgrud (public liason)

Tom Jones (Chair Elect)

Janet Bryant (Past Chair)

Tim Hubler (Alt. Councilor/NORM) 

Bruce McNamara (Secretary)

Asopuru Okemgbo (SEED)

Sam Bryan had prepared an agenda for the Meeting.  The initial focus of business concerned various FY04 Budget and banking issues.

Proposed activities for the March time frame will exceed $800. 

· Jeff Woodford has sent a request for disbursement of 10% of the 2004 allotment of $6149.00.  

· Ron Kelly suggested that all banking be done at one bank, the Banner Bank, to avoid late transfer fees that were experienced in FY03 between the Yakima Federal Savings and Loan (FS&L) and the Banner bank.

· The CEEF (Yakima) savings account was closed in FY03.  The Chemical Education Enhancement Fund (CEEF) monies were in the past earmarked for educational activities.  The CEEF monies were rolled into CD1 at the Yakima FS&L, which will mature in late May.

· CD2 also currently at the Yakima FS&L will mature in May. 

· Jeff Woodward moved to break CD2 early (and incur a 50$ penalty) for operating expenses in excess of the 10% disbursement.  The motion was seconded. Finally, Jeff suggested that the both CD’s had a rather abominable return on interest and that some other investment vehicle might prove beneficial.  He was tasked with looking into investment alternatives.

Immediate action items:

· Janet indicated that a draft of the Section’s Annual Report would be ready for approval this weekend (Feb-8th).  The final draft of the Report is COB February 13th. 

· Steve Kosgrud indicated that he required all information be in for the quarterly newsletter.

· Glenn Crosby will be speaking at CBC on Avagadro’s Number 2/19/04 from 7:30-8:30 pm.

· Approval for the FY04 budget will be held prior to the talk.

· Tom Jones is attending the leadership Conference.

· Tom needed a copy of the 2002 Annual Report for the event and Janet said she could supply him with that.  He indicated that he also needed a statement of the Local Section’s goals.  Sam Bryan was tasked with coming up with a goals statement.

· Sandy Fiskum is heading up The Boy Scouts of America Merit Badge activity on 3/6 and 3/13.  Flour Daniel, The Richland Local Section of the ACS and the American Nuclear Society are helping to support the event.

· The Organizers of the Science Fair have requested ACS support of $200. 

 ASK  \* MERGEFORMAT The Mid-Columbia Regional Science and Engineering Fair will be held March 11th, 12th, and 13th at the Columbia Center Mall.  

· Sam Bryan suggested that the 50 yr members award presentation be held in March at the CREHST Museum along with the Smithsonian Exhibit, Yesterdays Tomorrows.  

Clearly, the most lively discussion of the evening was brought on by Asopuru Okemgbo, who brought the Section more information concerning Project SEED.  To bring the divisive nature of the discussion to focus a bit, it is perhaps of interest to first recount that Eastern Oregon University Chemistry Club made their annual request for funds to attend the National meeting in Anaheim.  A motion was quickly made to grant the monies and the motion was seconded unanimously.  16 students from EOU will attend and 15 are presenting research.  The President of the EOU Club brought the projected cost of $7494.56, indicated that $3900 had been raised through fund raising events, and requested $1500 from the Section- 500$ more than in FY03.  

So what happened when Asopuru Okemgbo from WSU (Tri Cities) explained that the SEED project was an opportunity for one or two motivated, low-income students to carry out a directed research project?  Asopuru had previously indicated that Battelle would donate one dollar for every two dollars raised for this effort.  He also suggested that $2000 would cover the research and expenses cost for two students and that he would act as both coordinator and mentor.  That is he would choose the students and provide them a place to do research.  

It appeared that most of the executive committee and attending members thought the idea  of Project SEED was a meritorious one.  The point of contention appeared to be Asopuru’s self-appointed dual role of coordinator and mentor.  That is, might not others perceive that the Local Section was direct funding a pet project -without any sort of competition or vetting of mentor or student.  

Janet volunteered that the Section be formally involved with the student/mentor selection process.  Asopuru was requesting $1000 per student.  Janet came back with an offer of $250 for one student.  This was moved and seconded.  Asopuru at this point decided to pass on the offer altogether.  Jeff suggested an amendment of $250, or a total of $500 for one student.  This was the same amount moved on from the January Meeting.  Asopuru accepted this offer and the support of the Board for the Selection process. 

A Selection Committee will thus need to be formed, if Project Seed moves forward. 

The meeting ended at 7:00. 

